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ſuch. a one as PAUL the Aged; and now VELERE 
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PREFACE. 


| Learned Phyſician, Dr. Smith, ſin _ 
his Portrait of old Age, p. 257] ex- 
preſſeth his earneſt deſire, that Phyſicians 
would ſtudy the ,gerocomical part of phy- 
ſick, or what relates to the health and_ 
eaſe of old perſons more than they do. 
| © Indeed, faith he, no part wants our 
| help ſo much as this, For, among all 
the verboſe Grecians, there is not one 
complete tra& upon this ſubjet, There 
are few to be found among all other 
writers; and thoſe miſerable and barren. 
The' improvement that may be made in 
this part of phyſick would be as uſeful _ 
to mankind, as any one diſcovery of na- 
ture hitherto made.” - The like may, 
in ſome degree, be faid of attempts to 
Promece.. the religious improvement and 
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comfort of aged perſons,” \ There are ſome 
celebrated” pieces "of the Heathen Philoſo- 


phers, on the 'ſubje& of old Age. | 1 Gome 
Germans have written upon it ; | but very 


few of ,our 'own/ Divines: | Steele”s Treatiſe 


on old Age is very uſeful, and was much 
eſteemed and read in the laſt century, 
but is now become ſcarce and almoſt for- 
gotten, The tra&s of Davies and Peers, ; 
tho? ſerious and uſeful, chiefly center in 


one point, and that not ſufficiently pe- 


; culiar, VIZ. preparation | for Death and 
| Eternity. It ſeems natural that perſons 
ſhould read, with ſpecial _ attention and 
_ regard, | what is particularly addreſſed to 
them, and ſuited to their age and circum- 
Kances. Ir is, no doubt, on this principle, 
that many volumes of ſermons to: young 


perſons have been publiſhed within the 
laſt forty years: and of late, particular 
addreflcs have been made from the preſs, 


to the poor and. the great, and to. young 
perſons of each ſex, which have been 
? well received, and, I am perſuaded, have 


done 


PR x. r & & E. vip 
(is much good. / Bur L- have not ſeen: 
nor heard of any ſermons immediately 
addreſſed to' the Aged: | yet ſurely, they 
highly - deſerve eſteem, © compaſſion and 


affiſtance : and. they- may expect, among 
other a&ts of reſpe& and kindneſs, to 


have ſuch advices, encouragements and 
 confolations, addreſſed «to them, 'as may, 
; by the bleſſing of - Gop, contribute to- 


make their old age -honourable; -comforta-' 


ble and uſeful, and ſmooth: the laſt ſcenes; 


of their lives, | This is attempted in 'the 


following diſcourſes. I: am far from 'pre-- 


tending to equal the compoſures of - my* 
honoured fathers and brethren, -who 'have 
addrefſed to the Young. But much accu- 
racy, ſprightlineſs and elegance, do not 
ſeem neceſſary in addreſling- the Aged. 
What is abſtruſe, critical and- difficult, is 
here avoided, as it appeared improper” 
and abſurd to trouble. perſons, who are. 
in the decline of life, with ſuch things :* 
and I have: og obſerved, that hey are- 


A 2 ; beſts 


wii FREBFEACEKE 
beſt pleaſed with what is —_ fimpl 
and; affeQtionate, _ - 

Theſe ſermons were allevcs in the | 
courſe of my ſtated miniſtry, and moſt of 
them on the laſt Lord's Days of ſucceſſive 
years ; it being my cuſtom, on thoſe days, Ml 
to addreſs more immediately to my aged Ml 
friends, to whom they were very. accep- 
table, and I hope beneficial. I was more 
diſpoſed to employ ſome time in pre- 
paring them for the preſs, as Providence 
hath rendered me incapable of being uſe- 
_ ful in other ways; and as I am myſelf 
declining into the vale of years, and, by 

 long-continued daily infirmities, got very. 
_ far intoxt, From much experience, there- 
fore, I know how to pity the Aged 
under their infirmitites and decays, and 
 "defire to be their humble monitor and 
comforter. | 

I hope the ſubje&ts of theſe diſcourſes 
will be thought ſuitable to the circum-. 
Rances of the generality of the Aged; 
and that other infirm ky aflicted per- 
 fons 


BERE FE S@ BE ix 
Bagtho"nor old, my At tnkelatuign 
in this volume, which may*aMſt*theri 
td bear and” improve” their” aMictions, as 
becometh” chriſtians:”* 'The affinity there 
is between ſome ' of the. ſubjeQs, occa- 
honed the' ſame thoughts' to' be repeated, 
= which could not be avoided” without in- 
Fo. juſtice to the - ſubje&s "and the read- 
© crs. On the other hand; ſome important 
thoughts are omitted, or. only hinted: at,: 
in places, where it might be expected 
they ſhould have been introduced, or 
largely diſcuſſed ; becaule they are inſerted 
and. enlarged ve in 2.” other di- 
courſe;? TR ONS. IRben  SI2LE6LED 

Þ take this / opplortiinivy: of publickly 
expreſſing my gratitude to Gop, for the 
favourable reception,” which my volume 
8 of "Diſcourſes on ſeeret and ' family Prayer, 
= and the religious Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day, hath met with :' and would alſo ac- 
knowledge my obligations -to' my friends 
and many others; who have recommended: 
and;encouraged the ſpread of thertt;* and 
1208 A 3 _ par- 
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particularly to thoſe, who have _ gene- 


- them” Anong poo r fa- 
” K9G I; - ſhall. eſteem it a ſip hk ho- 
Nour, | and the ground of Frets Htnk- 


Fulneſs to Gop, if he is pleaſed to make 
theſe diſcourſes ſub; 
neſs and conſolation” of my' aged brethren, 


4) 


nt 'to* the holi- 


and- other companions in the tribulation 
and patience of..our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To 


. them they are very reſpe&fully dedicated : 
and I mtreat (their earneſt | prayers, that 
1 may daily manifeſt the graces which I 


recommend * to their cultivation that I. 


may. finiſh my courſe with Joy, and meet 
them in that world of everlaſting health 


and vigour, ' gloty and felicity, Fo which 


- all our affliftions and decays, -all our re- 


ligious privileges and the means of grace, 
are vehgnedl to. INE us, - Amen. 
; Kidterminftr, | CIS ). O. 
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b-” . Youth. and the Infirmities of Age. 


J Jon XX1. 8. Verily, verily,' I ſay unto 
: thee, 'W/hen thou waſt young thou girdedſt 
thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou wouldeſt : 
but, when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt 
fretch forth thy hands, and another ſhall 
gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
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The: Difference between the Adtivity* of 
Youth and the. Infirmities of ay 


" Jonw XX1. 18, 


Verily, Perily, I ſay unto hos, When thou 
waſt young, thou girdedſt thyſelf, and 
walkedſt whither thou wouldeſt : but when 
thou ſhalt þe old, thou ſhalt ſtretch. forth 
thy Hands, and ancther ſhall gird thee, 
| and nary. thee whither thou wouldeſt not. 


\ UR bleſſed Lord, juſt before His 
aſcenſion” to Heaven, had eaten 
with his Apoſtles, and enquired particu- 
larly of Peter, three times, whether he 
loved him ? Peter, having appealed to 
, him for the ſincerity of his love, Chrilt 
commands him to ſhow that love, by 
feeding his Sheep and Lambs, taking care 
of the intereſt of his church and peo 
ple, even the weakeſt of them. He ct 
$4 | B-----;,  foretells 
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foretells that this Apoſtle ſhould die a 
violent death, and follow his Maſter to 
the croſs: and he makes a compariſon 


| between the ſtrength, agilicy and liber- 


ty he poſſeſſed and exerciſed, when he 
was mT and what he ſhould feel and 
ſuffer when he was an old man. Tho? 
the words principally: refer to the man- 
ner in which Peter ſhould ſuffer, and (as 


. the evangeliſt in the next verſe inter- 


prets it) by what Death he ſhould glorify 
Gop ; yet, the compariſon being founded 


on the difference there is between Youth 


and Ape, they may naturally be applied 


'to the circumſtances of all in the ad- 


vance of life.  YVerily, YVerily, I ſay unto 
thee, When thou waſt young, thou girdedſt 


thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou wouldeſt : 
| but when ' thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt 
ſtretch. forth thy hands, and another ſhall 


gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 


 wouldeſs not. — Let me conſider, 


I. The View here given us of the 


| Strength and Activity of Youth, | 


1. Of the Weakneſs. and Infirmities of 
hag _ and direct you to the proper 


_ In- 


S. 1. Youth and Age. - 3 
[Improvement of each, As I am at this 
time particularly to addreſs the Aged, I 
ſhall but touch upon the former ; tho? 
whatever contributes to the wikdom and 


' piety of Youth, contributes to the com- 
fort of Age.— Let me conſider, 


I. The View here given of the Strength 
and Adtivity of Youth. 


* When thou waſt young, ſaith Chriſt 
to Peter, thou girdedſt thyſelf and walk- 
edſt whither thou wouldeſt.* * The glory 
of young men, ſaith Solomon, is their 
Strength. * They are ſtrong and fit for 
action; perform any buſineſs they un- 
deriake, with eaſe. They are ſeldom a- 
fraid of dangers, or diſcouraged by diffi- 
culties. They gird themſelves, to prepare 
for labouring and travelling : they need 
_ lttle help, and will ſoon diſpatch what 
is within the compaſs of their ability. 
They walk whither they will with eaſe 
and agility, without any pain or ſtiffneſs 
in their limbs. Their joints are ſtrong 
and pliable ; their ſinews and muſcles 
firm, and their nerves braced. When 

on a - they 


dg " XX. 2). 


— — —— 


* 


4 The Difeeince. item S. 1. 


. they /are tired, 'they ſleep ſound and ſoon 
recover their ftrength. They are fo ca- 


pable of motion and a&tion, and have 


ſuch a natural inclination - to it, that in- 


activity is generally a pennance to them, 
and there 1s fcarce -any -thing they diſlike 
more than confinement. ——I cannot dif- 
miſs this Head, without | making two Re- 
flections T2 6. 


x; How MEET is it for- Youth to be_ 
indolent and inactive ! 


' Providence hath given them Strength 


and intends that they ſhould uſe it. By 
a moderate exertion of it in buſineſs or. 


motion, it increaſeth. Yet there are too 
many inſtances of young perſons, who 


- are _unnaturally indolent. They love ſleep 
and inactivity, and thereby weaken their 
| ſkrength and ſtupify their faculties, If 


they go: from home, they ſaunter along, 


as if their limbs would not carry them. 


When they are: engaged in buſineſs, they 


* doze over it, and ſeem to go on heavily 
_ In every thing. This 1s a very unhappy 
| re Inaftwity is bad for their 
| health: we 1s a hindrance to their pro- 


| oe os 


0. - © Youth and” Age.” | 


{ 


oreſs, in Fefemeſos: and ' their profit by it. 
They ſeldom -oyercome this evil habit in 
future life, and . thereby often come to 
poverty. Beſides, this  indolent temper 


WT | layeth: them open to many temptations , 
= particularly to bad company, to neglect 


the means of grace and. all thoſe branches 


.of Religion, which require labour and 
\ſelf-denial.. This unhappy diſpoſition in 
' Youth is often owing to. the. fooliſh-in- 


dulgence .of their parents, eſpecially" if 
their conftitutions . are. not vigorous, It. 


appears therefore a matter of creat 1m- 


help from Ietd, as ora 


portance, that parents ſhould teach, and 
even oblige, their children to be diligent 


| and. aCtive ; to go about their buſineſs 


and even their play, -with reſolution, cou- 
rage and diſpatch; in a word, .to do as 
much for themſelves, and have as little 
L0x 


us reflet, 


2. 7:0 realdhgblt and defirable is 
it for young perſons to employ their 


Strength and. Adtivity in Gop's ſervice! 


The? you -are young, yet. you are ra- | 
tional creatures, and the ſubjects and ſer- 


| B.F wi vants 
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vants of Gop ; and therefore ſhould de- 
| vote your Strength to the: ſervice and 
honour of him, who gave it. It is pity 

it ſhould all be employed in purſuing 
the world, or ſerving divers luſts and 
- pleafures ; that you ſhould give your 


Strength to ſin, and your ways to that 


_ which deſtroyeth Souls. How ſad is it, 
that you ſhould purſue your pleaſures 
with vigour and ſpirit, and yet have no 
lite in Religion ! That you ſhould readily 
walk to every aſſembly, but the /olemn 
aſſembly; and dance or ſport till mid- 
night or after it, and yet ſay of Gop's. 
ſervice, * what a wearineſs is it? and 
when will the. Sabbath be gone? That 
you ſhould ſpend hour after hour at a 
card-table, and yet be tired in hearing or 
reading a ſermon! Whereas, according 


| | to St. John's words, © Becauſe you are 
\ Rrong, the word of God ought to abide 1n 


| you, and ye ought to overcome the wicked 
one.* * Let Gop then, my young friends, 
' have the prime of your days, the vigour 
of your Strength and the warmth of your 
affections, He clan, and he deſerves 


theſe 


* 1 John. ut. 14, 
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theſe: and if you are not as attive in 


his ſervice, as you are in your buſineſs 
and pleaſures, it is a fign that you want 
wiſdom, and you are laying a foundation 
for ſorrow and remorſe. For the words 
of the text may be applied to an old 
ſinner. * When thou waſt young thou 


girdedſt thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou 


wouldedſt : but when thou ſhalt be old, 
thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, and 
another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldeſt not.” You will be 
bound in the fetters of iniquity and car- 
ried into captivity.. The powers of your 
ſouls will be enfeebled; and you will have 
loſt that degree of Strength, which you 
now have to break your bonds aſunder. 
You may attempt it again and again, but 
in vain, Conſider therefore now, that 
Age will quickly come, and weaken your 
Strength in the way, the Strength both 
of body and mind, if fickneſs doth not 


do it before. Therefore Solomon exhorts, * 


* Remember thy Creator in the. days of 
at Youth, before the evil days comes and 
2D 4. the 


'* Fccl, xii. 1, 
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the years draw -nigh, when thou: halt 
ſay, I have 7. pleaſure in them.” 
But this leads me to conſider, 


IT. The View oiven' us_in the text of 
the Weakneſs and Infirmities of AR 


When men orow old, they ftretch forth 
| their hands for help ; z; want others to guide 
and afliſt them; and they have, in gene- 
ral, an unwillingneſs to die. Inſtead of 
walking where they would, as they did 
when they were Young, they are confined 
to a narrow ſphere ;- move ſlowly and with 
difficulty, thro? the: weakneſs of their light, 
the ſhortneſs of their breath, or the decay 
of- their ſtrength... Fear. is in the way, 'and 
they 'are ſoon tired.--*The keepers of the 
houſe, the hands and -arms, tremble; and 
the. flirong men, the legs and thighs, bow 
themſetves, Their feet, that carried them 
many pleaſant walks and viſits, now move 
with difficulty and pain. Their hands, 
that uſed -to work, grow ſo weak, that 
they can ſcarce dreſs or feed themſelves : 
and the back, that uſed to ſupport the 
| building, bends and ſtoops under the 
burden of years. They are not able to 

A . help + 
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help athers or defend themſelves. They 


are glad of a ſtaff to reſt upon, or ſome 


friendly hand to ſupport their. tottering 
ſteps. Even their ſtrength is labour and 
ſorrow. The graſshopper is a burden, and ap- 
petite fails; and, thro various Infirmities, 
the clouds return after the rain. And yet . 
it is often found, that they are unwilling 
to die, tho* they have not, like Peter, the 


proſpect of a violent death before them, 


To be carried to the grave is to be car-_ 
ried, whither they would not; and ſome of 
them thro* fear of death, are all their hfe- 
time ſubject to bondage. —— But this 
is fo plain, that it needs no further 1l- 
luſtration. The great thing is, to attend 


to the proper Improvement to be made 


of it, which will be in the following 


REFLECTIONS. 
+ 1. Let us adore the wiſdom of Gop 
in this difference between the Young and 


the Aged. 


In the preſent ſtate of the world this 
difference may .be called natural ; tho? 
the Infirmities of Age may rather be con- 


idered 2 as unnatural, being the conſequence. 


B 5 of 
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of man's apoſtacy from Gov. Neverthe- 
lefs, the wiſdom of Providence is apparent 
in this difference. One is ſometimes ready 
to wiſh, that the Aged, who have moſt 
wiſdom and experience, had moſt ſtrength : 
- but while we have old heads to contrive 
.-and -adviſe, and young hands to work, it 
comes much to the ſame. Beſides, had 
_ the Aged the ſtrength of Youth, they 
would be more ready to deſpiſe the Young, 
than they now are. The Young have op- 
portunities of improving by the experience 
of the Aged; of cultivating and ſhowing 
_ compaſſion and benevolence to them, and 
requiting the tender care they manifeſted 
to them in their helpleſs infancy. The-- 
| fight of the Aged and their various Infir- 
' mities, tends to engage young people to- 
make a 'prudent preparation for Age, by 
diligence, frugality, a friendly obliging 
temper 3 and eſpecially by a cloſe appli- 
. cation to ſerious Religion. Gop hath, in 
this reſpect, diſtributed his gifts variouſly. 
As in the natural body, * the eye cannot 
ſay. to the hand, nor the head to the feet, 
I have no need of you ;* ſo neither can 
the Aged i to the Young, nor the 
TOs 
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Young to the Aged, we have no need of | 
you. — Ther infirmities are likewiſe a 
ſtanding token of the evil of Sin, and hint 
to themſelves and all about them, what 
a bitter thing it 1s to revolt from Gov. 
—— They are alſo wiſely appointed to. 
wean their affeftions from the world. If 
Gop did not take them off from it by 
pains and weakneſs, they would ſcarce 
| know when to leave it. But he lays them 
by from buſineſs and amuſements, that ' 
they may have more time for reading, 
meditation and prayer, and to ſet their 
ſouls in order for their ſpeedy remove to 
_ Eternity. - 
Aged, we, 


2. Learn the wiſdom of making a pru- 
dent proviſion for old age. © 


When -our Lord : commands us to take 
no thought for the morraw, he means only 
to reſtrain anxiety, and inordinate, exceſſive 
care; not a prudent forecaſt. It is the 
duty of young perſons to apply them- 
ſelves to ſome buſineſs and calling; to be 
diligent 1n it; to be frugal and faving; 
that they may make provition for a fa-. 

WE + Tn. may ; 


From the Infirmities of the oe 
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- mily ; | be-raiſed above the temptations of 
poverty z. enjoy [the pleaſures. of benefi- 


if they, ſhould live to be old and infirm. 
An apocryphal writer ſaith, © If thou haſt 
is therefore very criminal in them, eſpe- 
them like their ſuperiours ; and to ſpend 


ſeldom think what they ſhall do in ſick- 


to their friends, or to the publick, which 
might have been prevented by frugality. -|- 


' for a ſhare of it-from no leſs than thirty perſons, 


cence, and have a comfortable ſubſiſtence, 


gathered nothing in thy Youth, how cant + 
thou find any thing in thine Age? * It 


cially in ſervants, to be waſteful and ex- 
travagant z to. purchaſe unneceſſary things, 
becauſe they pleaſe 'their fancy and make 


all they get in. dreſs and vanity. They 


neſs and old age. For want of that 
thought, they often prove heavy burdens 


A ſtate of dependance is a miſerable ſtate 
to 


....*-Feclus. xxv. 3+ 
+ I am  eelibly informed, that a perſon, who 


had lately a large ſum of money left to him to 
diftribute. in charity, had application made to him 


who had rode in their own coaches, - How perti- 
nent 1s the. caution given anove, in the preſent 
Age 2 | 


S, r: 


to any ; eſpecially to thoſe who have lived 
in plenty: and when men have brought 

themſelves | into ſtraits by their extrava- 
gance, they muſt expect to be often re- 
minded of it, nor will they be aſſiſted 
with chearfulheſs. It is therefore the wiſ- 
dom of young perſons to be diligent, 
cautious, and frugal; content with plain 
| dreſs and accommodations, that they may 
lay up in ſtore for futurity. In this re- 
ſpe, as Solomon obſerves, © the prudent 
' man foreſeeth the evil and hideth himſelf,” 
that 18, makes proviſion againit it; but 
the ſimple paſs on, without thought and 
conſideration, and ſo are puniſhed. * 


Are "the Infirmities of Ape fo many, 
then, 
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3. It is the duty of all to help and 


comfort the Aged ; eſpecially of their 
own deſcendants. or 


S Nothing can be meaner or viler than 
to uſe them ill; to impoſe upon their 
blindneſs, deafneſs and decay of memory, 
| or to deſpiſe them on account of their In- 
firmities, It is on the contrary, our duty, 
TH EEE © 
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| to do what we can for their ſupport, aſſiſt- 
” ance and comfort, and behave to them with 
reverence and reſpe&t. Their very Age en 


titles them to this ; eſpecially when their 
hoary heads are crowns of glory, being found 


' in the way of righteouſneſs. Their former 


attivity and uſefulneſs ſhould be remem- 


| bered to their honour. This alfo is the com- 


mand of Goy, *©* Thou ſhalt 7i/e up before 


the hoary head, and honour the face of 
the old man. I am the Lord.” * St. Peter 
likewiſe exhorts, * Ye younger ſubmit 
yourſelves to the elder.” But the children 
| and grand-children of aged perſons are 
under pecuhar and indiſpenſible obliga- 
_ tions to help and comfort them. They 


are commanded * to ſhew piety or kind- 


neſs at home, and to requite. their pa- 
rents : for that is good and acceptable 
before Gop.” + This they are to do, by 
maintaining them, if neceſſary; by con- 
fulting their eaſe and honour ; by hearken- 
ing to their advices; and more efpecially 
maintaining a converſation becoming the 
Goſpel, that their hearts may rejoice, and 
that they may have the reſpect, gratitude, 

> RE ih and 
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and piety of their deſcendants to. balance 
their griefs and lighten their infirmities; 
—From the conſideration of theſe, we 
may infer, 

4. It is the wiſdom and intereſt of 
thoſe, who are advancing in life, to ſecure 
what friends they can. 


Aged perſons want help and affiſtance ; 
and ſometimes for years together. Their 
children may be taken away by death, re- 
moved to a diſtance, or prove ungrateful 
and diſobedient. Thoſe, whoſe duty it is 
to aſſiſt them, may be incapable or un- 
willing to do it ; and 1t 1s often ſeen that 
* there 1s a friend who ſticks cloſer than 
a brother.* I would therefore recommend 
it to the Aged to avoid every thing, that 
would diſguſt and drive away their friends-: 
particularly a poſitive, ſuperciltous, over- 
bearing temper ; a fretful, uneaſy, dif-. 


flights and neglects ; and thus making the 
lives of all about them uncomfortable, 
Be not continually finding fault with your 
Youngers ; for they are the perſons who 
muſt help you.; few of your cotempora» | 

a ries 


contented «ſpirit z; always complaining of _ 


ſtances to lighten your burdens, and recon- 
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ries can.” And-it/ muſt be a very extraor- 


dinary degree either of piety, of good- na- 


' ture, that will incline- perſons, no way 
bound by relation, to help thoſe, who are 

always croſs and perverſe. If you drive 

away thoſe that could help you, and would 
_ do it with pleaſure, if you were meek, 


obliging and thankful, you may ſtretch 


out your hands in vain, and thank your- 
. felves. for it, 'if the world appears de- 
 firous to be rid of you. * A man that 
hath friends, or would: have them, muſt 
7 ſhow himſelf friendly.” 


5. Let the Aged labour to be patient, 


chearful, and thankful under their FORT 
-mities. 


. Conſider, my friends, that $f 
hath its burdens and infirmities, 1ts ſervices 


_ andits joys : that no ſtrange thing happens 


to you z nothing but what is common to 
men in the decline of life. What are you 
better than your fathers? than blind 
Tſaac; decrepid' David, and aged Peter ; 
all the favourites of Heaven ? — Con- 
ſider alſo, that there are many circum- 


 cile 
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cile your minds to your pains FTE) infir- 
mities. - For inſtance, 1t 15: an honour to 


be! old.;, Accordingly (E/; was. thus threat- 
ened, that _* there ſhould not be an old 


ly to have ſurvived you! Length of days 
are, I hope, a reward of your piety, 
and your gray head 1s your: beauty and 


ſtrength and pleaſure of your Youth ; and 


many years of health,, comfort and uſe- 
fulneſs you .have been bleſſed with. And 
having received ſo much good at the hand 
of the Lord, undeſerved and forfeited good, 
will you be impatient and unthankful if 
| you receive ſome evil ? — You have per- 
haps the ſatisfaction to ſee- your children 


to be witneſſes of their wiſdom, piety and 
uſefulneſs, — You. have likewiſe this 


* Prov. xXvii. 6. . 


man 1n” his - houſe,” | Hows many: thouſands 
have you. Turvived, who. ſet out. in life | 
with you,Yand many, of them ſeemed, like- pot. 


crown of glory. Remember the vigour, 
when wearifome days and fights are ap- 


pointed to you, think how many eaſy 
and happy ones you have enjoyed z; how 


and children” s children, which, as Solomon 
obſerves, are * the crown of old men,” * and 


adyan- 
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advantage, that the moſt dangerous ap- 
_ petites and paſſions of the human frame 
are weakened by Age, and the fewel of 
vice almoſt deſtroyed. * It is (as a Hea- 
then expreſſeth it) a ſingular privilege of 
old age, that it delivers men from that, 
which was moſt pernicious in Youth.* It 
is well that all your comforts have not 
left you together : and it will be your 
wifdom fairly to eſtimate your comforts 
_ and your croſſes. Let not your Infirmi- 
ties make you forget, or be unthankful 
for, any degrees of health and eaſe, that 
are continued to you ; any help and kind- 
| nefs you receive from your relations and 
friends. Remember particularly, if you 
- are fincere Chriſtians, that © your falva- 
tion is nearer than when you believed; 
and, if you have been aftive and zealous i 
in Chriſt's ſervice, your refle&tions are 
comfortable and your hopes of glory live- 
ly. And this, furely, is ſufficient to ba- 
lance all your ſorrows. I conclude this 
head in the words of a heathen philoſo- W 
 Pher, * A quiet honeſt old age 1s to be 2: 
preferred to any other Age, and he that il 


complains of it, is unworthy to poſſeſs it.” 
6. Let 
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= 6. Let the Aged endeavour to be as 
W uſeful as they can, even to the laſt, 
; This 1s indeed the duty of every man, 
in every period of his life : but I would 
now particularly urge it upon the Aged, 
for theſe two reaſons, They have ſome pe- 
culiar advantages for doing good —— and 
yet are pxone to make their Infirmities 
an excule for ſloth, and to ſay, their work 
is done, before their capacity and ſtrength 
are quite gone, I exhort you to gird your- 
ſelves and walk as you can; giving as 
little trouble to thoſe about you, as poſ- 
ble. This will be much for your own 
health and eaſe, and for the comfort of 
your relatives and friends. It is the duty 
of thoſe who are advancing in life, to 
refiſt the encroachments of Age; and the 
& nearer approach it makes, the more dilt- 
W gence they ſhould uſe in repelling it : 
W they ſhould (as one expreſſeth it) guard 
= againſt it as @ diſtemper ; conſulting their 
{ health, uſing moderate exerciſe, and ſuch 
diet both for kind and quantity, as may 
W refreſh nature without loading - it. They 
W ſhould alſo diligently exerciſe the faculties 
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of the mind, and eſpecially. labour to 
keep the memory clear and ſound by ha- 
bitual exerciſe. For by” remiſſheſs and 
Noth, the powers both of body and mind 
will decay. As your conſciences will charge 
you with much miſpenſe of time, endea- 
vour to make the, beſt improvement of 
what remaineth. + Still attend” regulatly on 
the. houſe;.and worſhip. of:Gop.; for no 8 
_ one 18” rad” 014 to learn, or too good not MW 
| to need to be quickened. It is an inſtance 
of the wiſdom of Providence, that while 
_ old people often loſe their fight and hear- 
ing, and are incapable of walking about, 
they have ſtill the power of ſpeech: a 
plain intimation, that Gop intends you MW 
ſhould uſe it wiſely and ' for his glory. M 
If you have a good treaſure 'in your hearts MW 
and are rich'in chriſtian experience, com- i 
municate it freely for the benefit of others. Ml 
* Days ſhould ſpeak, and the- multitude WW 
of - years teach. wiſdom? *Let' your lips MW 
feed many, and ' be frequently dropping Ml 
a word: of exhortation to thoſe who arc 
| Young : *, not with the air and tone of aM 
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BF--i/dom, let the law of kindneſs be "upon 
WT your: tongues,” * Exhort them to remem- 
WE ber their Creator, to truſt in the Saviour's 
WT mighty name, to keep near to Gop in 
W (ccret devotion and publick ordinances, and 
= :o cheriſh brotherly love. Ir 1s ſaid of St, 
WH 70/47, that when thro age and weak- 


WT to utter a few words, he would often ſay, 
: « Little children, love one another.* Solp- 
W107 exhorteth to ſach a conduct as this, 
3 when he faith, © In the morning of life 
Wow thy ſeed, and in the evening with-hold 
Wnot thy hand ; for thou knoweſt not which 
WT ſhall proſper, this or that; or whether 
Whey both ſhall be alike good.” +- 


os Tho? old, he ſtill retain 'd 
His manly ſenſe, and energy of mind. | 


o Virtuous and wiſe he was, but not ſevere; 
x | He fill remember'd that he once was young ; 
= His nad preſence check'd no decent joy. 

" ; Him ev'n the diffolute admir'd ; - for he 

JL A graceful freedom when he Pegg put On, 
d, And laughing could inſtruc. 

1c Py 


Armſtrong on _— B. iv. 1. 224, &c. + 
>. BCEt; x1; ©, 


Ss | Youth and fe. ot 


While you 8 Open your [METS BAY with 


'Þ Ineſs, he was forced to be carried to the 
- chriſtian afſembly, and had only ſtrength | 
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Endeavour to be uſeful likewiſe by pray- 
ing for the world and the church ; eſpe- 
cially for the riſing generation. Lay up 
a ſtock of prayers for poſterity, when 
your walking and working days are over. 
| Let your patience, contentment and chear- 
fulncſs, ſhow to all about you, that you 
| have not learned the religion of Jeſus, 
nor made ſo long a profeſſion of it, in vain. 
Thus will your © laſt works be, on ſome 
accounts, better than your firſt, and 
Chriſt when he cometh, will find you { | 
doing. This was the uſe which St. Peter 
' made of our Lord's prophecy in the text, 
* I think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, 'to ſir you up, by putting 
you in remembrance ; knowing that ſhort- 
ly I muſt put. off this my tabernacle, even 
as our Lord Jcfus Chriſt hath ſhowed me.” * 
- Think me not aſſuming, Fathers, in theſ: 
exhortations; for thus ſaith Paul to Titus, 
© Speak thou the things which become ÞÞ 
ſound doctrine ; that the Aged be ſober, 
grave, temperate, ſound in faith, in charity : 
and in patience z that they behave as be- 

cometh 
® 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. | 


W 5. 7. 
W cometh holineſs, and be teachers of good 
- things. * | 


=_ 7. Let the Aged endeavour to recon- 
WT cile their hearts to the approach of death, 


- transfiguration, and could appeal to hin 
BS for the ſincerity of his love, yet was di 
1d mayed at the approach of a violent death. 
WE Hzekiah, tho* he could appeal to Gon, 
E that he had walked before him in truth 


Wnot live. The fear of death is a natural 
Wpaſtion; and if 1t were not an evy, it 


L of a threatening. Even moſt of the Pi 
Wand infirm would hve a httle longer. But 
We willing to die, on the beſt principles ; 
Wnfirmities, as to ſee your Lord, and ob- 
$5 poſſible, and do not graſp the world, 


Boy | 
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Peter, tho? old, tho? he had ſeen Chriſt's 


Wand with an upright heart, wept ſore, when 
Wthe prophet told him he ſhould die and 


ould never have been made the object 
Wt is deſirable for your own comfort and 
Exhe honour of Religion, that you ſhould 
Wot ſo much to get rid of your pains and 


Wain the ſalvation of your ſouls. In order. 
Wo this, quit all earthly cares, as much + 
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| as too many do, with a dying hand, as if . 
 1t were their God. and their All. Endea- 
your to wean your affections from all things 
here below; to have your converſation in 
Heaven, and to meditate more .cloſely on 
the glory to be revealed. Think, how little 
| was to be done for Gop, and how little of Þ 
Him to be enjoyed, even in your beſt days. 
Endeavour by a life of faith, meekneſs, 
patience and heavenly-mindedneſs, to con- 
tract a greater ſuitableneſs to, and meet- 
neſs for, the heavenly life, on which, you 
| hope thro? grace, you are juſt entering ; 
that as * the outward- man decays, the 
inward man may be renewed day by day :'M 
that when you ſtand at the entrance off 
the valley of the ſhadow of death; youſſ 
may fear no evil, but may ſay, with aff 
pious Miniſter in thoſe circumſtances, 
* Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ; 1M 
am ready. - I ſhall only add, Hh 
8. Let Aged Chriſtians rejoice in the 
views of the heavenly world : : 
For there ſhall be none of the infirmi : 
ties of Age, nor any other Infirmity 0! 
_ Imperfection. When you groan in thei 
| earthl\ 


I. 6. | Youth. and. Age. © ; wo 25- 


earthly lets, being burdened, dire& 
your | thoughts to the . time, and; it is 
near, when you | ſhall be. clothed upon 
with an heavenly houſe, and mortality 
' ſhall be ſwallowed up of life.” Look fur- 
ther, to the riſing day, when © the crea- 
ture ſhall be entirely delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious: 

liberty of the children of Gov.” Then, 

BS < what 1s own. 1 in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed OL 
BW in power ;* needing no recruits of food 
W nor ſleep, and ſubje&t to no- pain, diſeaſe 
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the Lord Jeſus in his glory, ſhall weep 
and be dim no more. The head, which 
he hath graciouſly adorned with a crown 
of righteouſneſs, ſhall ache no more. The 


life, ſhall tremble no more: but the 
holy ſoul will poſſeſs everlaſting youth, 
ſtrength and vigour; and all will be 
employed in the praiſes and ſervices of _ 
Gop and the Lamb. ——1T conclude with 
expreſſing my earneſt wiſhes and prayer 
for you, my aged brethren, that your 
burdens may be light . and eaſy; your 
tempers patient, calm and chearful ; your 

: Wo lives 


nor wearineſs, The eyes, which have ſeen 


hands, which have laid hold on eternal - 


26 The Difference between, &c. S. 1. 

lives honourable and uſeful to the laſt, 
_ that at length your end may be peace, 
and. you may have an abundant en- 
. trance ' into that world, where © there 
| ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying ;, neither ſhall there be any 
more pain : for the former things are all 


. paſſed away.” 


ee a a 


( 27 ] 


WyhgplÞlk}MAT Cllyffatit. c 072+ LO ew; - Az 20 
- % C 4 fv = 
;/ ww — 'I $4 be 
044 WIE, 
: 1 5 SE 6f; 1 LR Pat 
b : Ls WE ks YL p Is 
p v7 $2 f WESST 
oO a 


W DISCOURSE IN. 


— _—_ > n —— 


Barzillat's Refuſal of David 'S. taping 
to Jorefolon conſidered. 


FRUPWy "0 


- % 


[2 B .2 SAMUEL X1X, 34. 

And Barzillai ſaid unto the king, Haw 
a long have I to live, that T ſhould go 
up with the king unto Jeruſalem ? 


HES E words are part of Barzil- 
lai's modeſt and ſerious reply to 
a very kind and generous offer, which 
king David made him. This venerable 
old gentleman had, with remarkable loy- 
alty and benevolence, furniſhed David 
and his attendants with ' proviſion and 
W other accommodations, when he fled from 
W his capital city, on occaſion of the re- 
Wy bcllion of his ſon Abſalom. + When 
: the rebellion was quelled and David was 
: returning home, Borzillai came to con- 
| GY ___ gratulate 


+ Ch, XVILs 27-29, 


Th _ Endeavour. to illuſtrate and improve, with 


28 © Barzillai's Refuſal W 2. 


oratulate him on the occaſion, and at- 
tend him part of the way. The king 
| invited him to come and ſpend the re- 
mainder of his days at Jeruſalem, to eat 
at his table, and promiſed to repay to 
| him and his Pai og the kindneſs which 
he had received from him .in the day 
of his diſtreſ. A charming propoſal, 
_ had Barzillai loved the world and been 
| fond of its honours-! But this venerable 
and worthy man declines 'it. He makes 
a very handſome reply, of which our 
text is the beginning ; * How long have 1 
to live, that I ſhould go up with the 
king. unto Feruſalem? T1 am this day 
fourſcore years old.”- It is paſt the time 
_ of life for me to be intent upon ſuch 
things. I muſt not think of changing 
my habitation, when I muſt ſo ſoon 
change worlds. I chuſe rather to live 
retired from the cares- and pleaſures of 
this world, that I may better reflect 
| upon, and prepare for, the ſolemn time, 
when I muſt remove from it ; - which time M 
is near at hand. — The text naturally Wl 
ſuggeſts theſe two remarks, which I ſhall 


a par- iſ 


S, 2, of | David's Invitation. 29 
4a particular view to the inftru&tion of the Z 
Aged. 


K.-A ſerious conſideration of approach- 
ing Death is Oey, proper for —_ 
perſons. | 


IT. The proſpett | of a ſoredy niigbend | 
out of this world, ſhould | wean their affec- 
tions from it. 
\ I. A ferious conſideration of approach- 
ing Death is peculiarly PR for OP 
perſons. | 


| Barzillai in his reply to Dove,” RE 
to have the near approach of death 
chiefly in his view, So he adds, v. 37, 
« Let thy ſervant, I pray thee, turn back 
again, that I may die in mine own city, 
and be buried by the grave of my father 
and my mother.” And ſurely, ſuch a view 
was exceedingly proper and becoming for. 
a perſon of his age, tho* he ſeemed pol- 
(cfſed of much ſtrength and vigour. — 
To illuſtrate this remark, let me obſerve 
in general,” that it is fit, and will be 
very beneficial, for us all to conſider our 
Bitter end. It is to be wiſhed | that all 
C3; _- ©" 


30 Barzillai's Refuſal - S. 2, 
men were ſo wiſe, as to dwell upon the 
contemplation of death, and make the 
ſolemn ſcenes and awful conſequences of 
it, familiar to their minds: and that,” for 
this evident reaſon, that it is abſolutely 
certain and unavoidable. Barzillai knew, 
and all men know, that a royal palace, 
however ſtrong and well guarded, cannot 
keep out the king of terrors; that no 
-titles,- honours, pleaſures, or emoluments, 
no wiſdom or piety, can ſcreen from its 
fatal ſtroke. Innumerable are the diſeaſes 
- and accidents to which our bodies | are 
| liable; and any one of them may cut 
aſunder the thread of life, when it ſeems 
likely to be ſpun. out for many years. 
How common ſoever theſe thoughts may 
be, and the facts which lead to them, 
nothing can be of greater importance than 
ſeriouſly to - confider them : ſince after 
death, there 1s he judgment, when every 
man muſt receive his doom, according to 
the things done in the body. — But 
ſome circumſtances make it peculiarly pro- 
per, that the Aged ſhould make theſe 
_ thoughts familiar and habitual to them. 


For Inſtance, 
2, The 


Ys Y David's Invitation. 3 L. 


F, - IE: ſpeedy period of their lives is 
more certain than that of others. 


There is a probability that they who, 
are in the prime or morning of their 
days, may continue many years : but there 
is no probability that the Aged ſhould. 
They who. are arrived to ſeventy years, 
which 1s called the age of man, know that _ 
they muſt ſhortly put off the body ; and * 
they who, hke Barzillai, are got ten years 
beyond. it, are ſure of a very ſpeedy: w 
miſſion. Their leaſe is juſt expired : 
is. time, high time, for them dadly - to. 
expe& an ejement, and to conſider what 
an abode and ſtate they ſhall be removed 
to, when turned out of theſe houſes of 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, — 
This leads me to add, | 


2. The Infirmities which are peculiar 
to, 'or moſt frequent in, old age, make 
the conſideration of death highly proper. 


* The days of our years, ſaith Moſes, 
are threeſcore years and ten, and if by 
reaſon of ſtrength they are fourſcore 
years ; ye 1s their ſtrength labour and 
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32  _- Barzillai's Refuſal S. 2. 
ſorrow, for it is ſoon cut off -and- we flee 
away.” + A vigorous hearty old man is 
a very uncommon fight. The old are 
ſubject to many and various pains and 


_ infirmities : and each of theſe is a warning, 
and tells them, they are not to ſtay long 
Here. The chinks which time hath made 
In their earthly tabernacle remind them that 
its downfall is near; that the next ſtorm, 
_ the next diſeaſe may overthrow it ; or, if it 
eſcapes a violent attack, it will ſoon fall of 


1tHelf, Then, as Solomon beautifully expreſ- 
ſeth it, © the clouds return after the rain,” + 


one infirmity ſucceeds another, and their 


intervals of eaſe and comfort are ſhort. 


| Then © the keepers of the houſe tremble, 


and the ſtrong men bow themſelves :' 


_ the arms that defended the body, tremble ; 
the thighs and legs that ſupported it, tot- 
_ ter and bend under the weight. * Thoſe 


that look out at the windows are darken- 
ed.* The eyes fail, and give the man 
notice that they muſt ſoon be ſealed up 
in darkneſs. Now theſe ſenſible decays 
of nature daily warn them to be ſerious 
Te + 5 tea 


+ Pſalm xc, 10, © Eccl. xii, 3, &c. 


$ 2: of David's Invitation, 3 3 
and thoughtful about their ; JO: to. their 


long home. 4 


5 3. The remembrance of the many re- 
| = lations, friends and acquaintance whom | 
= they have ſurvived, ſhould excite as 
BY diſpoſition in them. : 
When aged perſons viſit the RIP 
where they have ſpent their youth, and. 
think. of thoſe, who ſet out in life with 
them, they will find very few of them 
left, How common 1s it to hear them 
ſaying, that they have buried all their 
old friends and acquaintance, and ſurvi- 
ved not only their brothers, ſiſters and 
yoke-fellows, but even ſome of their chil- 
dren, and perhaps grand-children too ? 
They will tell you of whole families that 
are ſunk and gone in their remembrance ; }. 
and that the ſtreet or town where they 
live, hath changed almoſt every inhabi- 
W tant. Thoſe few of their own ſtanding, 
which remain, -are dropping-off apace. 
Surely fuch common Mefleftions as theſe 
# ſhould lead them to think of their own 
Wy removal. Your fathers, your acquain- 
tance and neighbours, where are they ? 
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By” They are gone. into Eternity, and their 
= ns here know them no more. Tt is 


proper and natural for you daily to think 


of following them, and making room for 


another generation, When you mention, 
or think of, the changes made in. your 


family and neighbourhood, think of your 
own haſtening change, and put Barzillais | 
queſtion to your own conſciences, * How ; 


long have I to live ? *—— How ſuitable is 


that petition of Moſes for us all, and for 
the Aged eſpecially, after he had been 
_ contemplating the ſhortneſs of life and 


the weakneſs of old age, * fo teach us 


' to number our days, that we may apply 

+ . our hearts to wiſdom. + 
turally leads our thoughts to the ſecond 
remark . from the text : 


This na- 


II. The proſpe&t of a ſpeedy removal 
out of this world, ſhould wean our affec- 
tions from it, | 

* How long have I to live, faith the 
pious gentleman 1n the text, that I ſhould 
go up with the king unto Jeruſalem | F” 
That 1 tbould enter on a new ſcene, im- 
merle 


+:  Pfalm XC, 12, 


Wh 


<3 Fin 
By. 5: 


S. 2. of Dawd's Invitation” 35 
merſe myſelf in the cares, and indulge - 
myſelf in the pleaſures of life? I muſt. 
ſo quickly depart, that it wall be my 
wiſdom to keep myſelf from being en- 
tangled with "theſe things 'and enſnared 
by them. May this. be the wiſdom of all . 
the Aged ! —— © Al] that is in the world, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, is the luſt of the fleſh, 


the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life :? 


the pleaſures, honours and riches of this 
world. The proſpect of death led Barzi/lat 
to decline each of theſe, when offered to _ 
him 3. as appears by the following verſes. 
To illuſtrate this remark, I would 


= obſerve, that the proſpect of death ſhould 


make aged perſons dead to the honours - 
and pleaſures of this world, —and it_ 


ſhould be their defire and endeavour, as 


far as they lawfully can, to get free from 
its cares. 


1, The proſpect of death ſhould make 


the Aged dead to the honours and- plea- 


ſures of this world. 


© I am this day, faith Barzillai, eighty 


years old. Can thy ſervant z2ſte, what I. 


cat or what I drink ?? 


| What will all the. 
SS 


dainties 
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dainties of the court 'be to me, now my 
appetite and reliſh for them is gone? 
* Can I hear any more the voice of ſing- 
ing men and ſinging women ?* Muſick 
| hath loſt its charms to me, and the moſt 
#prightly airs and melodious harmony will 
only grate in my ears, now the daughters 
'of mulick are brought low; my ear is 


_ dull, and my voice broken and trembling, 


What he here ſuggeſts, namely, that his 
_ reli/h for pleaſure was gone, is generally 
_ the caſe of the Aged, and therefore an 
evidence that they ſhould not be fond of 
it. It 1s plainly the will of Gop, that 


at this time -of life ſuch amuſements 


and diverſions ſhould be ' chearfully re- 


ſigned: yea, ſetting aſide all religious 
_ conliderations, common prudence warns i 


them, as one exprefſeth cit, © to we wp 
. the wheel, as they are going down the hill 
of life.” It is good to make a virtue of 
neceſſity, and be dead to the delights of 
ſenſe, when they are in a great meaſure 


dead to you. To indulge your appetites 
and defires in ſuch a manner as would 
| be natural and innocent in younger per- 


ſons, 15 "yeeratly putting a force upon 
nature 


- 


S 2. _ of David's Invitation. SO: 


nature; counter-afting the defigns of pro- 
vidence, and expoſing yourſelves to ge- 
neral contempt. To ſee aged perſons 
ſcrambling for the honours. "and prefer- 
ments of this world, which they can en- 
joy but a little while, and the weight of 
which they are unable to bear with- Cre- 
dit and comfort, muſt appear, to all but 
themſelves, very abſurd and ſhocking. 


be all grave and manly. The honours 
and pleaſures of this world ſhould be lett 


purſue and enjoy thoſe that are innocent, 


' David's court : but, faith he to. the king, 
© Let thy ſervant Chimham, my ſon, go 
over with my lord the king, and do to 
him what ſhall ſeem good unto thee, 
v. 37. From whence Mr. Henry well ob- 
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= of, nor confine them to their retirements. 
I "OT ws, Þ 1s beautiful in its ſeaſon.” 


Their: relaxations and amuſements ſhould 


to the riſing age. They may lawfully 


provided it be: with moderation and a 
mind intent upon better things. Barz!llai 
thought 1t improper . for. him to-go to 


ſerves, © * They who are old ſhould not 
grudge young people thoſe delights, which 
they themſelves are paſt the enjoyment , 


The. 
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The Aged ſhould be dead to the 
honours and. pleaſures of this world, be- 
cauſe, if they are true Chriſtians, they 
_ enjoy nobler pleaſures, and have better ho- 
nours in poſſeſſion, and eſpecially in prof- 
pect. You have pleaſures infinitely no- 
bler; ariſing from the contemplation. of | 
divine things; living by faith in Chriſt, 
and feeling he conſtraining influence of his 
love ; from the teſtimony of your con- 
ſciences, the witneſs and conſolation of the 
Spirit ; from converſing with Gop by me- 
ditation and prayer, and from good hope 
| thro' grace. Earthly honours and plea- 
ſures are prone to enervate minds in their 
full vigour ; much more thoſe, which are 
already ,weakened by age. You have the 
honour of being the children of Gop, 
the brethren of Chriſt, and joint heirs 
with him of the - heavenly inheritance. 
Your minds therefore ſhould be fixed 
upon divine and heavenly objects, and 
daily aiming to contra&t a greater reliſh 
and meetneſs for the pleaſures of Angels 
and glorified ſaints. — Indeed the. Aged 
do not ' often fall into the error, which. 
I am cautioning you againſt : but as it 
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is plainly ſuggeſted by Barzillai to be. 
abſurd and monſtrous, and evidently ap- 
pears to be fo, when it 1s obſerved, it was 


proper to be mentioned... I proceed to 
WAS concerns them more ; namely, 


The proſpe&t of death ſhould lead 
a to get free from the cares of the 
world, as far as they lawfully can. 


Barzillai would not go to Feru/ſalem, 
becauſe it would engage him in many un- 
neceſſary cares, in leaving the place where 
he was ſettled,- and entering on a new 
ſphere of action: and it is much to be 
wiſhed, that the Aged would follow his 
example. I would be far from encou- 
raging even them in idleneſs. It is their 
duty to labour while they have ability, if 


WB their labours are neceflary- to provide for 
= themſelves or their families; and not to. 


make themielves unneceſſarily burden- 
ſome to their relations and friends. What 
I would caution them againſt, 1s, being 
immerſed in the cares of the world, when 


: It is wnneceſſary. When, tho? they may not, 
like Barzillai, be very great men, + they: 


have a competency to maintain them com- 
tortably 
+ Vs. 32s 
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fortably while they live ; when they have 
children to take the burden off their 
hands, who would be glad to enter into 
their labours. If, upon ſerious enquiry 
as in the fight of Gop, they judge it to 
be moſt for his honour and their own | 
health and comfort, that they ſhould pur- | 
ſue their trade or buſineſs, it is their duty 
'to bring it into as /ittle compaſs as may 
bez to diſcharge themſelves of thoſe 
parts of it, which will be attended with 
anxious and perplexing cares. Thus 
* when Samuel was old, he made his ſons 
| judges over 1/rael.” 7 The reaſonableneſs 
| of ſuch a conduct in the Aped- appears 
' from the thought ſuggeſted in the text 
' that they have but a ſhort time to live. 
Let the following particulars, as founded 
on 'this thought, be carefully conſidered 
by them. —— Their capacity for buſineſs 
1s generally weakened, —— they have 
more important concerns to mind, —— 
the more cares and buſineſs they have 
to attend to, the more their dying work 
will be diſturbed, — and the leſs fit will 
they be for Heaven. Give me a patient 
Bn ki Ly oh hearing, iſ 
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hearing, Fathers, while I Wuftrate theſe 


Anh particulars. \ a 


| Their opacity for buſineſs 1s generally Rok 


weakened, 


This is Barzilla? $ eltinlag.. in the 
verſe after the text: © Can I diſcern be- 
tween. good and evil?* fee what 1s pro- 
per to be done in various circumſtan- 
ces and difficulties, which may occur ? 


S © Wherefore ſhould thy ſervant be yet a - 
E burden unto my lord the king??* I am 


& not fit for the active offices of a court : 
& I can do the king little ſervice ; therefore 
| I will not burden him and ftand in the 


Z Aged. Their limbs, once ſtrong and ac- 
© tive, tremble and flag. Their memory is 


Y execute ſchemes as formerly. They often 
@ manage their buſineſs aukwardly and un- 


{their aſſociates would condu&t it better 
without them. They have ſeldom firm- 


neſs 
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| way of others. I ſhall need to be waited 
_ upon myſelf. It is time for me to live 
E retired, now my ſtrength and faculties are 
$ impaired. This is uſually the caſe of the 


© decayed, ſo that they-cannot contrive and 


ſucceſsfully ; are eafily impoſed upon, and 
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neſs enough to bear the diſappointments 
and + vexations, which attend buſineſs. 
Little loſſes ſink and perplex them ; e- 
pecially as they have no profpe& of living 
_ to fee them retrieved. Theſe are plain 
intimations of Providence that they ſhould 
leſſen their earthly cares. And indeed the 
Aped ought, like Barzillat, to be the firit 
to percetve themſelves on the decline, 
and to retire, before the world 1s tired of 
them. Again, 


If their clita continue ever fo 
good, they have more important CONCerns 
to mind : and but a little time for them. 


The one thing needful, the great buſineſs i 
relating to their ſouls and eternity, 1s ſut- Þ 
ficient to employ all the time, which they 
_ can ſpare from that needful reſt, which 
old age requires. Your employment 
ſhould be, to examine your ſtate, improve 
your graces, gird up your loins, trim your 
lamps, and brighten your evidences, for 
your Lord is at hand. Religion ſhould 
have the chief place '1n your affections, i 
deſires and purſuits; and every interval 
| of health and eaſe —_ be improved i 
gerting 
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W vetting more ready for Heaven. © See 

WW then, as St. Pau! exhorts, that ye walk 

» circumſpe&tly, not as foals, but as wiſe, 
= redeeming the time, becauſe the _ are 
W cvil' —— Again, 

Þ The more cares you have upon your 

= hands, the more. will your dying thoughts 

= be diſturbed, and your laſt work be in- 

W tcrrupted. —_ 

= So important are dying moments, -and | 


fo awful the conſequences of a departure 
out of. this world, that it is extremely 
dchrable to have nothing then to do but 
to die.' To have perplexed affairs to ſet- 
tle, long accounts to adjuſt, a will to 
make ; how grievous mult this be to a 
ſerious perſon on .the brink of eternity ! 
Yet if theſe are not done, many and 
deplorable difſentions may be entailed 
upon a family. On theſe accounts ©* what- 
| ever your hand findeth -to do, do it with 
(all your might.” Methinks every funeral | 
you ſee or hear of, every pain and infir- 
E mity you feel, faith to you, as 1/aiah to 
8 Hezekiah, * Set thy houſe in order, for 
; Ge thou 
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thou ſhalt die and not live.” FE - Labour 
then by forethought and immediate 'diſ- 
patch, to do ſo; . that in theſe ſolemn 
moments, there may be nothing of this 
| Kind to perplex and * diſcompoſe the 
thoughts : : nothing to engage them but 
what 1s of a religious and heavenly na- 
ture; that all may be calm within, and 
your ſouls at full leiſure to renew the 
exerciſes of repentance, faith, love and 
praiſe, and to. receive communications of 
Peace, hope and joy, from the Holy Spirit. 
Once more, conſider, 


By various worldly cares the ſoul will 
be leſs diſpoſed and quali We for the _hea- 
venly world. 


The immoderate love of the world is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the love of the 
Father ; and ſuch a love of it as may be 
regular and allowable in the prime or 
-middle of life, may be immoderate and 
unjuſtifiable in old age. For it is both 
unneceſſary, and. takes up that time and 
thought, which ſhould be better employ- 
ed. It ſhould be your concern, Fathers, 

: EE to 


+ Iſa, xxxviii. 1, 


: x of David's Invitation. ms 
W to contra& ftronger habits of ſpirituality, 
and heavenly-mindedneſs, by converſing 
more with the unſeen world. I do not 
ſay you ſhould live like recluſes, and 
ſhut yourſelves - up from all commerce 
with the world ; but leſſen your buſineſs 
and cares, as much as you prudently can, 
that your ſouls may be better diſpoſed 
for ſpiritual employments and entertain- 
ments, and that Heaven may be more 
welcome to you. The more worldly con- 
cerns you have to manage and ſettle, the 
more will your hearts be ſet on theſe 
things. You will be more unwilling to. 
leave the world, and will enter into Hea- 
ven with leſs tranſport and thankfulneſs, 
than if you had acted the wiſe part, which 
Barzillai did. Having thus illuſtra- 
ted the particulars ſuggeſted in the text, | 
| ſhall conclude the diſcourſe with a ſe- 
rious addreſs — to thoſe in younger life, 
—— and to the Aged. 


APPLICATION. 


Ss 44 -Pidig me addreſs to thoſe who are in 
_ the morning or middle of life. 
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The conſiderations and cautions, which 

I have been urging, are applicable to 
you, tho? not equally with your. fathers. 
—— You are to purſue the buſineſs of 
life, : ——you may enoy its pleaſures, 
—— but each under proper reſtrictions and 
limitations, becauſe you may have but a 
- little time to lve. * You ought to 
purſue the buſineſs of life :* diligently 
to employ yourſelves in ſome honeſt cal- 
ling. This is a duty you owe to Gon, 
to yourſelves, to your families and the 
. publick. Follow your buſineſs as cloſely 
as you will, if it doth not thruſt out 
religion , entrench upon the duties of your 
cloſet; drive out, or break in upon, fa- 
mily-worſhip and order, or detain you 
from the houſe of Gop : if 1t doth not 
ruffle your: temper, injure your health, or 
deſtroy domeſtick peace and happineſs, 
In any of theſe caſes, It 1s ſinful. Ir 1s 
highly commendable in you to make pro- 
viſion for futurity, to encreaſe your ſub- 
ſtance, and leave your family even more 
than a-competency, if you acknowledge 
Gop+ in all your ways, and mind religion 
as the great concern of human life, —— 
NE dy a 
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Reaſon and ſcripture allow you, © to-taſte | 
W the pleaſures and recreations of life ,* 
W if they do not interfere with your reli- 
Z gion or your buſineſs , if your recreations 
W are innocent, manly, ſeaſonable, - and re- 
lieve the mind amidit 1ts cares. Let your 
amuſements ſubſerve your health and com- 
fort, and make you more fit for your 
E duty both to Gop and man. To 
| engage you to purſue your buſineſs and 
enjoy recreations under ſuch regulations 
| as theſe, conlider © how little time you 
@ have to live.” You are young; at leaſt 
| vigorous and healthy : but are you not 
C alſo frail and mortal? When you are 
| plunging yourſelves into many cares, and 
| anxiouſly and immoderately purſuing your 
Rearthly ſchemes, aſk yourſelves the queſ- 
; tion in the. text, © How oy have I to 
Elive,' that I ſhould do ſo? that I ſhould 
Yb: ſo fond of the world? ſo eager to 
Beain it, ſo fearful of loſing it, fo tena- 
Kcious and covetous of it, and act as if it 
$vas my only hope and portion ? Thus 
be careful not to abuſe the world, for its 
Yo/hion paſſeth away. Aſk this queſtion 
Bll with regard to your recreations ; 
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_. * How long have to live,” that I ſhould 
ſpend hour after hour at a card-table, or 
any other childiſh, ſedentary, unprofitable 
' diverſion; that I ſhould conſume my pre- 
cious, precarious moments 1in vain and 
trifling company ? © Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart 
chear thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thy heart and the 
ſight of thine eyes: but know Zhou, that 
for all theſe things Gop will certainly, 
and may ſpeedily, [bring thee into judg- 
 ment.'+ Thus make the views of death 
familiar to your minds.: for 'next to the 
influences of . Gop's Spirit upon your 
hearts, nothing will be fo likely to make 
your buſineſs lawful, proſperous and com- 
fortable ; your amuſements innocent, de- 
cent and uſeful, and' Four tempers hab! 
| tually ſerious and holy. - Such . a difſpoſr 
_ tion will be of unſpeakable benefit, if you 
\, are early removed out of life. It you 
hive to be 6d, the. habits of piety w1ll be 
"confirmed, and the world, with its care 
and ot prog more eaſily and chearfullj 
reſigned. - —— Finally, attend to the exhor: 
tation 


+ Eecl. xi. 9. 


- 
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tation. of Chriſt, © Take heed to your- 
ſelves, leſt at any time your hearts are 
overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 
neſs and the cares of this life; and fo 
that day come upon you unawares,” + 


2. Let me add a brief exhortation to 


the Aged, founded on the ſubjeft we have 
been conſidering. 


I ſpeak unto you, Fathers, tickle vi 
cannot but know that the world is vain 
and death is near, Let me entreat you 
ſeriouſly to refle&t, how abſurd and ſhock- 
ing it 1s to ſee a perſon on the borders 
| of the: grave, greedy of money, ſparing 
| no time or pains to encreaſe his ſub- 
| ſtance. © Can any thing, faith a Heather, 
| be more abſurd, than for a man to be 
eager in laying up travelling expences, 
when his journey 1s juſt ended ?* How 
| fad is it to fee a poor dying creature 
entering upon an awful eternity, with a 
heart glued to the world and full of its 
| concerns; who, inſtead of being crucified 
to the world, 1s to the laſt doting upon 
EL it! Shall I be allowed, in this connec- 
DS on, 
+ Luke X21. 34+ 


6  Bartillai's Reuſlo 8.2. 
.. tion to addreſs you in the beautiful, ftri- 
king language of Dr. Foung : 


oO my Co-evals ! remnants of mc '® 
: Poor human ruins, tott'ring o'er the grave! 
Shall we, ſhall aged men, like aged trees, 
| Strike deeper their vile root, and cloſer cling, 
Still more enamour'd of this. wretched ſoil ? 
Shall our pale wither'd hands be ſtill ftretch'd out, 
| Trembling at-once with eagerneſs and age ? 
- With avarice and convuliion graſping hard, 
 Graſping at air ? For what has earth beſides ? 
Man wants but little ; nor that little long ; 
How ſoon muſt he reſign his very duſt, 
Which frugal nature lent him for an hour ? + 


LT How wiſe, pertinent and affecting 4 
caution | © Labour not then to be rich: 
ceaſe from your own wiſdom :* for if it 
terminates here, it will prove the greateſt 
folly and madneſs, Let me entreat and 
: perſuade you, to turn your thoughts and 
- Cares into a nobler 'channe]; to 4a 
for yourſelves bags, that wax not old; 
treaſure in Heaven that decayeth not ; nd 
| by being © rich in good works, ready to 
_ diſtribute and willing to - communicate, 
Ty. may lay up in ſtore for yourſelves 
| A good 
- + Night Thoughts No, 4. 
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| a good foundation | againſt the time =: 
come, and may lay hold on eternal life.” 
By meditation on the difference between 
things ſeen and unſeen, by faith, prayer 
and liberality, labour to get clear of 
worldly affe&tions, and to grow meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
Let your delight be in the word .of Gop ; 
in converſing with him ; in the exerciſes 
of repentance, and faith in Chriſt, and 
in reſignation to the divine will. —Em- 
ploy ſome time -alſo in ſftrutting thoſe 
that may come after you. Repreſent to 
them the vanity of the world, your ex- 
perience of the divine care and bounty, 
of the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Exhort, and endeavour to engage them, 
to chuſe the way of truth, and to walk 
| as Chriſt walked. And let your own 

| temper and example illuſtrate and enforce 

all your exhortations. Sir Francis Wal- 

| ſingham, in the decline -of his days, wrote 

WW thus to his friend, Lord Burleigh, © We 

have lived long enough to our fove-._ . 

reign, to our country, and to our for- _ 

| tunes: it 1s high time we begin to live to 
D 2 __ ourſelves 


52 _ Barzillar's Refuſal, &c. S, 2, 
cunelves and to' our Goy.” — Finally, if 
your time and ſtrength be thus employed, 
you will find your hearts more and 
more looſened from the world ; you will 
| be eminent in holineſs and uſeful to the 
laſt; and, as Eliphaz faith to Fob, you 
< will come to your Grave in a full age, 
like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in 
his ſeaſon'+. I ſhall only add, as he 
doth, in the following verſe, * Lo this, 
we have. ſearched it, ſo it 1s; hear it 


and know ye it for your good. 
+ Job v. 26. 
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The Fruitfulneſs of aged Chriſtians con- 


ſidered and urged. 
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PSALM XCl1. 14. 


They ſtall frill bring forth Fr uit in old 


age: they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. 


| Remember, faith Gop to 1/rae!, the 
kindneſs of thy youth, and the love _ 


of thine eſpouſals. And' this 'is true of 


all Gop's faithful ſervants, who entered ; 


into early and ſincere engagements to be 
his, that he graciouſly remembers them. 
As an evidence of this, he hath . made 


ſuitable proviſion for” their continued pro- 
greſs in wiſdom and. piety, . and to pre- 
| vent their being weary in well-doing. 
The ordinances which he hath inſtituted, 


and the promiſes which . he hath made in 
his word,” are adapted to; anſwer this im- 
POUnee. end. ,Our text-is one, of theſe 
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54. The Fruitfulneſs 'S. 4. 
precious promiſes made to old diſciples, 
and, as appears from the foregoing verſe, 
| hath a reference to religious ordinances, 
and their great uſefulneſs in promoting 
the fruitfulneſs of the Saints. I deſire 


__ _ the particular attention of you, my aged 


friends, to It; as it will at once ſuggeſt 
to you a moſt important duty, and a 

ſtrong encouragement. _ 
' The Pfalmiſt,. by a beautiful allegory 
or. figure, repreſents the righteous, as 
trees planted in the houſe of the Lord; 
and then adds,” © they ſhall flouri/h in the. 
courts of our God.” But in one reſpect, the 
_. comparyſon fails. Trees, when they are 
_ grown to their bulk and maturity, begin 
- to deeay: then they generally produce 
leſs fruit, and what they produce is leſs 
_ valuable, than in former years. But the 
righteous ſhall #37 bring forth fruit in 
old age. They ſhall grow like trees,. but 
Hot decay hke them. Nature indeed de- 
cays; but grace, in which their real, 
_ valuable growth conſiſts, ſhall continue 
to thrive. They ſhall be far, that is, 
| Krong Arid healthy : they ſhall be fou- 
Tiſhing, or w the word be, mes green, in 
 -.._ __ holineſs, 


holineſs, peace and joy. —— For the illuſ- 
tration of theſe words I would obſerve, 


A 


S. + of aged. Clrifione. 665_ 


that they expreſs both the duty - and the 


privilege of aged THOR” — - Let us con- 
fider each. 


T. The text expreſeth the "Gay of the 


- righteous : | 


Namely, to bring forth "HO in old | 


age. It will be proper to conſider, — 


the fruits, which may be expected from 
them, — and then ſhow, how reaſonable 


x 18, that they ſhould produce them. 
1. Let us conſider the fruits which 
may be expected from them, | 


And theſe are, in general, the fruits 
of knowledge and holineſs. — © It may 


| be reaſonably expected that they ſhould 


be fruitful in knowledge ;* be wiſe and 


judicious chriſtians : not children in un- 
derſtanding, while they are old in years, 
but ſtrong men in Chriſt ; filled with all 
knowledge, eſpecially of the ſcripture .and 
divine things, and able to inſtru&t and 
_ admoniſh others. - They ſhould be 


_ fruicful | likewiſe * in holineſs and every. 
'D 4 "ou 
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ms os The Fruitfulneſs .S. 3, 
_ good work , * eminent and exemplary for 
_ the diſcharge' of every chriſtian duty , 
remarkably devout and ſerious, juſt and 
charitable, humble and heavenly. minded. 
Thus St. Paul intimates, © that the aged 
men ſhould be ſober, grave, . temperate, 
ſound in faith, in charity, in patience : 
the aged women likewiſe, that they be in 
behaviour as - becometh holinefs, not falſe 
accuſers, or evil ſpeakers, not addifted 
to ſlander and cenſoriouſneſs, 'not given 
to much wine, but- teachers of goo 

things.” — But let us dwell a little upon 
the proper fruits of age; the graces 


which are particularly neceſſary for aged 


chriſtians to abound in, and which are 
peculiarly ornamental and lovely at that 
ſeaſon, = One is, great patience, meek- 
neſs and quietneſs of ſpirit, This is moſt 
_needful for them amidſt their pains, in- 
firmities and natural decays. If they have 
accuſtomed themſelves to the government 
_ of their paſſions and to fſelt-denial, it 
will be eaſy and natural for them to 
manifeſt this amiable diſpoſition, Their | 
expectation. of ſoon leaving this world 


and all its > VEXALIONS, and putting off the 
| | body 
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body with all its infirmities, ſhould pro- 
mote and encreaſe their reſignation to the 
divine” will, and their meekneſs and gen- 
tleneſs to all about them. = -/To be 
weaned from the world and ready for death, 
15 another fruit of age. All, eſpecially 
| the aged, ſhould conſider themſelves as 
pilgrims and ſtrangers. on earth. Their 
time 1s juſt ended ; therefore they ſhould 
not be anxious about, or deſirous of, 
the riches and honours of this world. 
They ſhould renounce its trifling | plea» 
ſures, and be content and thankful, what- 
ever their lot may- be. | Death and eter- | 
nity ſhould be much in their thoughts. 
| They ſhould be willing to leave a world, 
where they know ſo little of Gop, can 
do him fo little fervicez and where their _ 
converſe with him and enjoyment of him, 
is ſo broken, interrupted and impertect, 
— Again, a heavenly converſation is a 
proper fruit of age. It becomes the old 
to think much of the end of their jour- 
ney and their everlaſting home, It be- 
comes the righteous to meditate frequent- 
ly on the ſalvation, to which they are 
approaching ; to diſcourſe with one ano- 

"DF"; Ne: ther 
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_ * theft about their Father's houſe, its em- 
ploymnefits, and the happineſs, which he 
_ hath there provided for all his children, 
— Thus ſhould their affeQions + be ſet on 
things above; and Heaven be the general, 
 eclightful ſubject of their thoughts and 
converſe, —— Once more, a deep. con- 
_ ceth for the honour of Gon, the ſupport 
of Feligion; arid the good of mankind, 
 Mould- be found in all aged chriſtians, 
This ſhould they grow in /efwulneſs ; 
_ 4 ſhowing Gov's ſtrength to this genera- 
tion, ad his power to them that are to 
Come.” Their exhortations to others 
| Hould be frequeht and- ſerious, as their 
words are weighty and impreſſive. Their 
prayers ſhould be daily poured out for 
the piety and happineſs of their families, 
of the* church and the world: and they 


fy ſhould breathe out their ſouls in fervent 


__ Tupport- and promote the intereft of re- 


_ deſires, - that Chriſt and his cauſe may be 
glorified thro* the earth. They ſhould, 
as far as they are able, extend their cha- 
rity -to the necefſitous, - particularly the 
aged poor, and eſpecially contribute to 


Let me now ſhow, 


Iigion. — 
: 2, How 
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2. How reafonable i it is, that ſach Fruita. 
ſhould be found m them. 


-It may be expected, from conſidering | 
the nature of religion, as a vital princi- 
ple, or the divine life in the ſoul, It 1s 

_ as natural for the ſpiritual hife to. grow, 
as it is for a living child, except the one . 
and the other be & diſeaſed or neglected. 
If there be no progreſs in the ways of 
righteouſneſs, no fruitfulneſs in old age, 

| It 4s to be feared, there never was a real 

5 principle, no effectual work aof - grace, 
in the heart. If ſome have flouriſhed for 

a ſeaſon, and then | decayed and become 
unfruicfal, it is an evidence, - that they 
never had a root in themſelves. . If any 
are good for nothing, when they are old, 
hw is reaſon to ſuſpe&t, they have been 

_ good for yery Iitle all their days, For 
true grace 1s growing : therefore the path 
of the juſt is compared to * the ſhining 
light, which. ſhineth more and more., to 
the perfect day :* and a religious prin- 
ciple, or a work of PEneragion, 1s com- 
pared by our Lord, to * a well of water 
ſpringing up unto everlaſting life.) —— 

D 6 
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_ Again; Fruitfulneſs may be expected from. 
| aged chriſtians, thro* the natural force of 
habit and cuſtom. Having been ſo long 
in Chrift's ſchool, we . reaſonably expe, 
_ that they ſhould 'have made a great pro- 
greſs in knowledge and religious ſkill : 

. that they will be expert in the exerciſes 
of devotion; have a- greater command of 
their paſſions and tongues, than younger 
perſons; and not be, hke them, toſſed 
about with every wind of dodtritie, or 
_ ſport of vanity and temptation. Ha- 
 ving been trained up from their child- 
| hood in the way, in which they ſhould 
go, © when they are old, they will not 
depart from it.” They have had more 
acquaintance with, and longer experience 
. of, the goodneſs of Gov, the ſuitableneſs 
and preciouſneſs of Chriſt, the evil of fin, 
the emptineſs of the world, and the plea- 
ſures of religion : and therefore their 
| hearts will be more Oy influenced to 
judge and a& accordingly. Further, 
they have, on ſome accounts, more advan- 
tages and fewer temptations than. others, 
They generally have, or might have, leſs 
to. do with the world than others; lefs 
com- 


IE ; of aged Chriſtians. 6t. 


commerce and converſe with it, and few- 
er..cares and anxieties about it, They 


have, by length of time, been undeceived 


in their expe&tations from it. Conſider- 


ing the ſhort ſpace | before them, they 


have fewer temptations to oppreſſion, in- 
juſtice, fraud, envy and diſcontent. Their 
| bodily decays are a good Preſervative 
from the - dangers which others are in; 
from fleſhly luſts and ſenſual gratifica- 


tions. They have leſs trouble from the 
appetites and deſires of the body, 'and_ 


more time to converſe with Gop, with 
the Bible and their own hearts, than the 
young and the buſy. And therefore they 


ought to be more ſteady and abundant 
- To this we 
are to add, that they may expect peculiar 
afiſtances from the Spirit of Gop, in pro- 


in the ſervice of Gov. 


' portion to. their many prayers and im- 


provements. * To him that hath ſhall 


be given,” - As it may. be preſumed that 
they have highly valued, earneſtly ſought 


and carefully cheriſhed, the influences of 
the ſpirit of grace; they' may expe&t a 


more abundant communication of them, 


and that the effe&ts thereof will appear 


1n 
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 _ bn their continued fruitfulneſs, There is 
| —_ ample proviſion made |in the. covenant 
| of grace, that Gop | will carry n-; the 
divine life in them; by a fupply of 

F the Spirit of Jeſus confirm them to 
' the end: that © the righteous ſhall 
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hold on his way, and he that bath clean 
hands ſhall wax ſtronger and Rronger.” 
—— Thus we” have ſeen, that- it is the 


duty of aged chriftians to be fruitful in 


'onndiar hg and holineſs, in patience, in 
heavenly-mindedneſs and a zeal for the 


_ ſupport of religion. — We have alſo ſeen, 
whence it may reaſonably be expedted that 
= they ſhould be ſo; even from the nature 


of religion, as a living principle in the 


ſoul; — from their being habituated to 
the exerciſes of it ; — from ſome peculiar | 


advantages attending their circumſtances ; 


' — and above all, from the influences of 
the ſpirit. od obſerve, 


"FI. The text may be conſidered AS EX- 
preſling the. privilege and. | oro of 


the. righteous : te 


As a gracious promiſe made to "EY 
_ That hey. q ſhall flouriſh i in the courts of 
INS _Gop, 


$4. if aces Clriftiane h .F 


Gow, and be fruitful in old age ; 
time | which impairs their. ſtrength i 


every thing elſe. in the meme. ſhall 
improve their graces, mehliorate or refine 
their fruit. And this they are to expect 
from divine influences attending the means 
of grace. God will not forſake them, not 
| take away his holy fpirit from them: he. 


will perform the good work begun in 


them, till the day of Chriſt, His pow- 


 erful grace ſhall be exerted to preſerve 
them green and flouriſhing to the end. 
The faithfulneſs of Gop is engaged to 
do this. Therefore the Pſalmift adds, in 
the verſe following the text, © to ſhow 
that the Lord is upright,” or faithful to 
his promiſes. He then ſubjoins his own 
teſtimony to: the truth of this: © He is 


my rock z* - I have found him kind, pow- 


erful and faithful in ſupporting the re- 


ligious life in my. ſoul, under all my dif- 


kculties and trials :. and you will alſo find 
that * there is no unrighteouſneſs in him.” 
———- But it may be aſked, is this always 
| the caſe? Do we not hear aged Chriſti- 
ans, who appear to have been eminently 
—_ and _— ſometimes lamenting and 
com- 
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complaining - of, their leanneſs and, un- 


- fruntfulneſs? And: do. we not fee. other 
_ aged perſons, tho' they make. no ſuch 


 eomplaints, evidently ſhowing to all who 
| know them, that they are almoſt fruitleſs 


and -. worthleſs? What ſhall we ſay to 


theſe things? © Is there unrighteouſneſs 
with Gop:? Gop forbid !? —— As to the 
firſt fort ;, who complain. of their leanneſs 


and afrgicfalnetss I would obſerve, that. 


_ they ſometimes makes their own caſe and 
- ſtate. They find their affeftion to Gop 
and the Redeemer not ſo warm and live- 


ly .as formerly; that there is more lan- | 


 guor and diſtraftion in their devotions ; 
| that they cannot ſo eaſily fix and com- 


mand their thoughts, and are leſs affected 


with divine things than in time paſt. 
But all this may be owing to the decays 
of nature ; their faculties may be weak- 
ened; their memories impaired : and it 
1s well known, that aged perſons. are leſs 
affetted with objets of joy and ſorrow 
| than others. Their minds are leſs 1um- 
. preſlible than formerly. This is the na- 
| tural conſequence of age ; and many mid- 
_—_ __ young perſons, of a relaxed 

| habit 


FP Xs ® I gn. 


— gud” _ ron RY 


5 3. | if aged Chrifian 65 


habit, weak nerves and languid: ſpirits, 


experience the ſame; But conſider, my 
companions in this tribulation, that, tho? 


the fervour of the affections may be lefſen- 
ed, the judgment may be more ſettled, the 
will more determined for Gop and reli- 
ojion than heretofore, and we may with 


firmer purpoſe of heart cleave to him. 


Sin may be more mortified than ever it hath 


been, and the ſoul gradually advancing 


towards maturity in grace and fitneſs for 


Heaven, We may have a more calm 
and yet reſolute zeal for Chriſt and his 
intereſt than ever. T, heſe are to be con- 


 fidered as marks of fruitfulneſs and evi- 


dences for glory; and when theſe are 
experienced, the decreaſe of ſpiritual 
| warmth and affection ſhould. not diſcou- 
| rage us. — Aged chriſtians may alſo be 


led to theſe complaints, by miſtaking 


| what their preſent duty is. You are ſome- 
| times ready to blame and condemn your- 
| ſelves,' becauſe you do ſo little to ſerve 
| Gop and your generation, But proba-- 
| bly you are incapable of active ſervices. 
| Submiſſion and patience ſeem to be the 
| peculiar dutics of your age and cir- 
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W. The Fruitfulnſs 8. 3. 
eumſtances. Allow me to: quote in this 
connection, that beautiful repreſentation, 


which Mz/ton makes of his caſe, when he 
is ark his own blindneſs. | 


Go» doth not need 
Fither man? S works, or his own gifts. — Who beſt 
Bear his mild yoke, they ſerve him beſt, —His fate 
Is kingly. Thouſands, at his bidding, ſpeed 
And poſt o'er land and ocean without reſt. 
They alſo /erve; who only fand and wait. + 


But with regard to ſome aged perſons, 
their unfruitfulneſs is their own fault. 
Gop doth his part, but they will not do 
| theirs. They are too much engaged in, 
and devoted to, the world; wrapt up 
an their own ſecular intereſt, and will do 
nothing or little, for the good of their 
_ fellow-creatures. They have contracted a i 
habit of complaining; are fretful and 
peeviſh to all connefted , with them, and 
will neither ſpeak, nor look chearfully : 
whereas * the joy of the Lord is the 
ſtrength of the ſoul.” They neglect to 
mortify the ſins that eaſily beſet them, 
and BY formal an religious quties, 
ITE: They 


| + Milton's Mas. No. oY 
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They take no pains to exerciſe their fa- 
culties, and therefore theſe decay ; juſt 
as ſome loſe their limbs for want of m9- 
tion and exerciſe. On theſe ACCOunts, 1n- 


ſtead of being fruitful in old age, they 


are like ſhrubs. or zhe heath in the de- 


fart. But nothing contributes ſo much 
to their unfruitfulneſs, as their becoming - 
indifferent to religious ' ordinances ; think- 


ing themſelves too wiſe and too good to 
- any further improvement z or, if 
they attend them, taking no pains to im- 


preſs the truths and motives of the goſ- 
pel on their hearts, and to engage their 
fouls in the exerciſes of prayer and praiſe, 


There is one error, into which aged chriſ- 


tians are apt to fall, and which is of 


moſt pernicious inflgence : but I chuſe 


to expreſs it in the words of the pious 
Dr: Owen ;, * they are ready to think and 


ſay, that the preaching and religious ex- 
erciſes, which they had in former days, 
were far to be preferred above what they 
now enjoy : and they deſpiſe the miniſters 
* ; - ns preſent age -in compariſon with 


| fathers. But the. change. is in 


pox T with have loſt their ſpiritual 
| TT PPE. 
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| appetite. Being grown full of themſelves 


and conceited of their own abilities, they 
have not that taſte and reliſh for the 
word, which they had formerly : and this 
1s both the cauſe, and the evidence, of 
the decay of all their other graces.” + 
So that the fault is their own.  Fhey are 


not ſtraitened in Gop, but in themſelves. 
But with regard to many aged chriſtians, 


It muſt, in juſtice, be ſaid, that their at- 


_ tendance upon ordinances is moſt regular, 
early and ſerious, and their reſpect to 


their miniſters very honourable and en- 
couraging : and it is much to be wiſhed, 
that” all the younger would imitate their 
example. Having thus conſidered 


the text, as -xphbfſing both the duty and 


the privilege of aged ſaints, . I proceed 
to make ſome improvement of the fub- 


Jeet. 

APPLICATION. 
Let aged chriſtians labour after 
greater fruitfulneſs, 


If you are not ſenſible, F hor; that 


there 1s room for further rn geo in 
a . Brace, 


+ Ovens Med. on the glory of Chrilt, f. 60. 


/ 


F 
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grace, you. have not yet learned the firſt 


inſtruftion in Chriſt's religion ; ' to be 
poor .in ſpirit, humble and lowly in heart. 
If you are not ſenſible, that you are in 
danger of decays and ſpiritual declen- 


ſions; that they will prove injurious, and 
| may be deſtructive to your ſouls, you are 


but children in underſtanding ; yea, know 
nothing yet as you ought to know, But 


I hope and believe you are ſenſible of 


theſe things. Let me intreat you there- 
fore to make it your great. ambition to 


| be fruitful, growing chriſtians ; ; and in 
this let all your cares and thoughts cen- 


ter... To that end, be often examining, 
what fruit you produce; what ground 
you gain in the chriſtian race; and how 


_ the work of grace goeth on in your - 


ſouls. Keep near to Gop by prayer, and 


watch in holy duties againſt that. drow- 


ſineſs and languor, to which your: infir- 
 mities expoſe you. we up yourſelves to 
take hold on' Gop ; * from Him all 
your fruit is found.” + "if you cannot ad- 
dreſs his throne with as much affection as 
formerly, do it at leaſt with as much ſe- 


| riouſneſs, —— Let your delight be. in the | 
law 
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law af the Lord, and meditate in it day 
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and night. * Then you will be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, which 


| bringeth forth its fruit in its ſeaſon; and 
whoſe leaf ſhall not wither.” + T hink 
of the dying words of the aged and 


learned Salmaſius. * Oh! I have loſt a 


world of time: had I but one year long- 
er, I would ſpend it in reading and me- 
ditating upon David's Pſalms and Paul's 
Epiſtles.' — Remember alſo, that the 
promiſe in the. text is made to thoſe who | 
* are planted in the houſe of the Lord. 
Continue your love to Gop's houſe and 


worſhip, and forſake not the good way, 
in which you have found ſo much edifi- 
cation and comfort. Live by faith in the 
all-ſufficient Saviour, and abide in him 
to whom you are united, as the branches 


'1n the vine; and then you will bring 
forth much fruit. How dreadful will it 


be, if, after all: the kindneſs you have 
received from Gop, you give him reaſon 
to ſay of you, as he did of the Jews, 
© Thou haſt been weary of me, O J- 
— To excite you to this holy 

___ ambition 
t Plalm-3. 3c t Ia, xliui. 22. 
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ambition, to be fruitful growing chriſ- 
tians, conſider, — that your own peace 
and comfort depend upon it. 
grace thriving while nature is decaying, 


will ſupport you under your infirmities, 
and open a fountain of pleaſure, when 
all other ſources of it are dried up. It 


will remove your doubts, enliven your 


hopes, and brighten your proſpe&s of 


glory. After the Apoſtle Pau! had de- 


ſcribed his perſecutions and ſufferings, he 


adds; * Nevertheleſs we faint not :* and 


the reaſon follows, © tho' our outward man 


periſheth, yet the inward man is renewed, 
or gains freſh ſtrength, day by day.*+ 
If they, who had an appearance of reli- 
gion, and ſome zeal for it in their young- 


er days, become cold, ſelfiſh and indit- 


ferent, what comfort can they have ? 
Nay indeed, as I hinted above, it ſeems 
a proof of a heart naturally . barren and 
deſtitute of ſaving grace. — Conſider 
again, that your continued fruitfulneſs 
will be for the honour of God and your 
profeſſion. It will ſhow, as the Pſalmiſt 
obſerves, ena. 6 he 1 1s your rock, and that 

: tacre- 


+ 2 Fe? iv. 16, 


To find 
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there i is no unrighteouſneſs. in him.? * Here- 
in is my: Father glorified, faith Chriſt, 
that ye bring forth much: fruit.” | It re- 
flefts an honour upon ' his word and or- 
 dinances, and the influences pf his ſpirit, 
that they make the aged, with all their 
| natural - decays, ſpiritually ſtrong and 
healthy, and Vigorous 1n every grace. 
And finally, 1t will be an example and an 
enccuragement to others. It may lead the 
young to think more favourably of reli- 
gion and. to love the houſe of Gov. They 
will ſuſpe& the uſefulneſs of the means 
of grace, if they ſee you declining. If. 
' you, who have long tried: the ways of 
Gov, forſake them or go on ſlowly or 
mournfully in them, what a diſcourage- 
ment will this be to them! - For their 
ſake and the ſake of religion,. do not put 
Aa ſtumbling- -block  before- them. — Let 
theſe motives engage you *© not to be. 
ſlothful in buſineſs but fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving. the Lord.” See that the graces 
of the chriſtian charafter be in you and 
abound, that you may not be barren and 
_unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
 Jetus Chriſt ; that you may adorn his 
7 doctrine, 


S. 2. if aged Chriſtians. 77. 


dodtrine, and hold Faſt your confidence”. 
to the end. » 


in ad age, muſt begin betimes to do fo. 


My young Friends, if you deſire a holy, 
| honourable and happy old age, you muſt 
early cultivate your underſtandings, be en- 
grafted into Chriſt by faith, and be joined 
to the Lord by a ſolemn ſelf-dedication. 
You muſt now lay in a ſtock of uſeful 
knowledge ; contract habits of piety, ſub- 
jetion and ſelf-government, and take the 
oreateſt pains to root out and ſubdue 
thoſe paſſions and deſires which are con- 
trary to them. Religion is to be learned 
as a ſcience, by thought and reading, 
practice and habit; and all, under the 


influence of divine grace, which muſt be 


daily and earneflily ſought. If you trifle 


will trifle away your age too. While 
you deſpiſe or pity 0/4 triflers, rerember 
hat 1t was. the idleneſs and barrenneſs of 
hew Youth, that made them worthleſs 


poſition that you may live to be old : 
| 'E. but 


2. They who would bring forth fruit 


away your youth, it 15 to be feared you 


pud deſpicable in age. I ſpeak upon a - 
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but that may not happen. It is great 
odds againſt any one, that he will not 
You now enjoy | the means of grace. 
Gop now expects fruit from you. Year 
after year he comes, ſeeking it: and if 
he find none, he may ſay, cut down this 
_ fruitleſs tree; why - cumbereth it the 

ground? To the Young, to all, I fay, | 
.*& he Axe 18 laid to the root of 'the 
trees, and every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit, 1s hewn down and caſt 
into the fire.” + 1 add, once more, 


3. Learn the nos uſefulneſs of pu 
lick Ordinances. | 


| Let me again remind you, that our 
text is ſpoken of thoſe who are planted 
in the houſe of the Lord; that is, who 
| love his houſe and ordinances ; ftatedly 
and ſeriouſly attend upon them, and ſtrive 
to improve them to the purpoſes tor 
which they were inſtiruted. They may 
be regularly attended, and yet the foul 
continue barren, There may be the leave 
of an outward profeſſion, but no fruit 


Unleſs you are Piantrs in Gop's houk 
_- by 


+4 Mat. ill. IO, 


$; x Ry of aged Chrifidns 75 


by faith and love, and make a ſerious, : 
er bulineſs- of religious exerciſes, en- 
oaging” the heart and- affeftions in them, 
your * attendance will be vain. But where 
there are right diſpoſitions and views, or- | 
| dinances are adapted to' promote the fruit- 
fulneſs of chriſtians, and Gop hath pro- 
| miſed his bleſſing with them. The Lord's 
Supper is particularly ſuited to further 
our ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth in 
' grace. In a word, all chriſtian ordinances 
| have an evident tendency to revive and 
mair..ain the impreſſions of religion ; to 
| ſtrengthen aged chriſtians under their 
burthens ; to aſſiſt their thoughts In me- 
ditation and devotion.z to comfort them 
with the views of the divine 'promiſes ; 
tv make the glories of their father's 
| houſe more familiar and delightful to _ 
their minds, .and to reconcile them to the 
thoughts of death. — I conclude with 
addrefling you all, and eſpecially the Aged, 
in the words of the Apoſtle : * Gop is 
my record, how greatly I long after you 
all in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
this I pray, that your love may abound 

B2 yet 


ms The Fruifulneſs, &. S, 3. 
_ yet more and more in all knowledge and 
judgment : that ye may be ſincere and 
without offence, till the day of Chriſt : 
being filled with the fruits of righteouſ.- 
neſs, which are, by Chriſt Jeſus, to the 
glory and praiſe of. Gop.* + Amen, 


+ Phil, i. 8—11, 


DIS. 


% 


fas 


DD —— 


Caled's Refleftion on the Goodneſs and 
 Faithfulneſs' of Gop to him. 


Josnva xiv. 10. | 

And now behold, the Lord hath kept me 
* alive, as He ſaid, theſe forty and five 
years, even ſince the Lord ſpake this word 
unto Moſes, while the children of I!- 
rael wandered in the wilderneſs: and_ 
now bo, 1 am this 2a, fourſcore end five 
Years old, 


HE glory of young men, faith. 

| Solomon, 18 their ſtrength; and 
the beauty of old men is the gray head.” 
The ſtrength of young men is truly their | 
glory, when it is employed in the ſervice 
of God : and the hoary head is indeed 
a crown of glory, when it is found in 
the way of righteouſneſs.* It was the 
glory of the Rn 2n ſpoken of in the text, 
82 that 
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. that when he was a young. man, he was 
eminent for courage and fteady piety ; 
and when old, for the vigour of his body 
_ and the holineſs of his ſoul. As I in- 
tend, in this diſcourſe, more particularly 
_ to conſult the aſſiſtance and encourage- 
ment of my aged friends,' I would re- 
commend to them the temper and ex- 
ample of this aged faint, even Caleb , 
| and endeavour at the ſame time to "a 
geſt ſome things, which may be uſeful 
to all. + We read in the hiſtory of 
Iſrael, that, when they were come to the 
borders of Canaan, Moſes, by divine di- 
rection, ſent out twelve men, one of each 


T} tribe, to ſearch that land. When they 


returned, they brought a very favourablc 
account of the fruitfulneſs of it; but r«- 
_ preſented the inhabitants as -ſo numerous . 
and ſtrong, that there was no probability 
of getting poſſeſſion of it. At this re- 
port the people were angry and rebel- 
lious. Caleb and Foſhua, two of the ſpies, 
_ endeavoured to appeaſe . them, by afſu- 
_ ring” them, that they were well able, with 
_  Gov's aſliſtance, to get poſſeſſion of the 
F: Jan.” Caleb. PRNingy exerted oy 
RP en Ne | = ſel 
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ſelf with great prudence and courage on. 
this occaſion, but to no purpoſe. Gop 
therefore declared, that all that rebellious 
generation ſhould die in the wilderneſs ; 
and only Caleb and Zo/hua among, the Foes, 
and ſome other humble, pious 1/raelites, 
ſhould enter the land. It was particularly 
promiſed to Caleb, ©* Becauſe my ſervant 
Caleb had another ſpirit, different from that 
of the other ſpies, and hath followed *me 
fully, him will I bring into. the land, 
where-into he went, and his ſeed ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs it, F Thus Gop promiſed Caleb, that, 
for his diſtinguiſhed piety, fidelity - and 
courage, he ſhould live: to enter into the 
land of Canaan, and have an inheritance 
there, We find him, in this chapter, 
claiming that promiſe. He reminds Fo- 
ſana, who was then the leader of Iſrael, 
of what Moſes, in the name of Gop, ' had 
iworn to him, becauſe he wholly followed 
the Lord ; and he claims that particular 
| portion of the land, which had been pro- 
miſed him. When he puts in his claim, 
he ſpeaks with great ſeriouſneſs and de- 
votion acknowledging the divine care and 
WW: 4- + hidelity, 
+ Numb. XIV, #4. '- 
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fidelity, and looking back with pleaſure 
on his own conduct, and Gop's approba- 


tion of it. * And now behold, the Lord 
| hath kept me alive, as he ſaid, theſe forty 


and five years, even ſince the Lord ſpake 


.this word unto Moſes, while the children 


of 1/rael wandered in the wilderneſs : and 


now, lo, I am this day fourſcore and 
five years old. — The words, in this 
_ connection, will ſuggeſt four uſeful re- 


marks, which I ſhall conſider and lead 
you to Improve. $4 


I. It is Gop that kbeperk. 1 us alive. 
II. The Aged have peculiar reaſon t9 


make this acknowledgment. 


HI. It is a great fatisfaction to aged 
chriſtians to refle&t on their obedience to 


Gop, and the accompliſhment of his 


promiſes to them ; and, 
IV. The experience which aged chriſ- 


tians have had of Gop's goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs, is a ſtrong encouragement to 


hope and truſt in him. 


4 1t i Gop who. Keepeth | us Alive. 
This 


'S. 4. Goddneſs and Fidelity of Gon. 8i 


\ This is a very obvious remark : but 


ſince for that reaſon we are too apt to for- 


get it and neglect the due improvement of 


it, it is proper to illuſtrate it, and aſſiſt 


your refle&ion upon it. . It is of the ut- 
moſt importance that our minds be fur- 


niſhed with thoſe maxims, which are moſt 


weighty and uſeful; and they ſhould be - 


made familiar to the thoughts, that we may 


have recourſe to them in every emergency, 


to dire&t our condu@t and ſupport our 
hearts. This is ofie of the moſt weighty 
and uſeful; that our lives and all the 
events of thern, are under Gop's dire&tion 
and at his diſpoſal. That he keepeth us 
alive, is evident from his univerſal pro- 
vidence. . * His kingdom ruleth over all; 
and not a ſparrow falleth to the ground 
without him.* The ſcriptures often re- 
mind us of this, and urge it as a motive 
to religious fear, gratitude and obedience. 
They teach us © that in him we live and 
move and have our being : that in him 
is the breath of every wYing thing and 
the ſpirit of all mankind :* that he gave 
xt at firſt, and that he taketh it away. 

Gop claims tus with awful majeſty, as 


E5 his 
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his prerogative || *< Behold I kill and I 


make alive: - I wound and I heal.” His 

* ſervants acknowledge this with. readineſs 
 _ -and pleaſure. So Caleb in the text, © Be- 
hold the Lord hath kept me alive.” So 
David; * Bleſs. the Lord, 'O' my foul, 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes; who re- | 

' deemeth thy life from deſtru&tion.* Thus 


St. Paul acknowledgeth, * Having ob- 


tained. wp .of Gop, I continue to this 
- day. 


2 EG, us from many accidents, that 
_ would be fatal to us. - © He giveth his 


More -particularly, Gop pre- 


Angels ctarge over us, to keep us in all 
our ways.” They deliver us from many 


evils da we are not ſenſible of, and 


perform many kind offices for us, which 
we do. not: and cannot perceive. — Gop 


' maintains our health or raiſeth us up 
from threatening diſorders. * To Gov 
_ the Lord belong the iſſues or eſcapes from 
_ death:?* and he is known by the name of 


« the Lord that Jhealeth us. + — He 
giveth us thoſe things that are needful for 


the body; ſupplieth us with food and 


raiment, and ag "OR neceſlary for the 
| _ con- 
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continuance and ſupport of our lives. 


Yea, his bleſſing makes them ſerviceable .; 


for theſe purpoſes. For, © man liveth not 


by bread 92008, but by the word or bleſ- 


ſing of Gop :* without this, as the Pro- 
phet Haggai intimates, © we ſhould eat 

and drink, yet not be. ſatisfied ;' and 
__ clothe us, but not be warm.” + When 
- diſeaſes and deaths flie round about us, 
he preſerveth us ſafe and unhurt. * The 
Lord is our keeper : the Lord preſerveth 
us from evil; preſerveth our going-out 


and coming-in.” —— We have. reaſon de- 


youtly to acknowledge, that He keepeth 
us alive,, when we conſider the frailty 


| of our natures, and the diſeaſes and ca- 
Who 


ſualties, to which we are lable. 
can ſay, he hath been his own guardian? 


That he hath maintained ſuch temperance 
and regularity of life, and ſuch a care to 


_ guard againſt dangers, that he hath been 
| his own preſerver? Who that thinks at 


all, but muſt look higher and acknow- 


ledge the providence of Gop, the Gop 


of his ſalvation ? 
per and becoming, . as our hves and com- 

s / pO: forts 
+ Hag. 1. 6, 


This is eſpecially pro- 
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84 Caleb's Refleition on the Sc 4 
forts have been forfeited by fin. Every 
| benefit we enjoy, every. breath we draw, 
1s owing to his wonderful patience, and 
* it is of the Lord's mercy that we are 
; Not conſumed.” —— Let us obſerve, | 


I. The Aged have peculiar reaſon to 
make this acknowledgment. 


| © Behold, ſaith Caleb, the Lord. hath 
kept me alive, while the children of 1/-ae/ 
wandered in the wilderneſs: and I am 
this day eighty-five years old. The long- 
er we hve, the greater reaſon we have 
_ to acknowledge the proteftion and care 


* of Gop. When any arrive at old age, 


it 1s proper to do. this, with peculiar ſe- 
riouſneſs and gratitude; conſidering that, 
'like Cales, they have been wandering all 
their days in a wilderneſs: to that this 
world is often compared, and none enter 
more feelingly into the juſtice and beauty 
_ of the compariſon than the Aged. Dan- 
gers ſurround us on every fide. It s a 
wonder, that the barrenneſs of this wil- 
derneſs, its diſtreſſing ſcenes, and the little 


refreſhment which a foul, intent upon a 


better Country, can find here, do not 
more 


S. 4. Goodneſs and Fidelity of Gov. 84. 


more ſpeedily exhauſt the ſpirits and con- 
ſume the days of thoſe who wander in 
it, —— Again, Caleb had ſeen the whole 


generation, that came out of Egypt with 


him, dying before him ; and there were 


very few alive, who had been the com-. 
panions of his youth and his travels, 
The Aged cannot but often refle& upon 


this; what numbers they have ſurvived ! 


what deſolation death hath made in the. | 


churches, families and towns, - to which 


they were related! how. many of the 


young and healthy, who were likely to 


 out-live them, have fallen in the wilder- 


neſs, while they continue ! = Their 


own infirmities render the acknowledgment 
of Gop's preſervation of them almoſt na- 


tural and peculiarly proper. Small things 
greatly affect them. A little change of 


weather diſcompoſeth them. A flight cold 
and fever diſables, and often deſtroys, 
them. "Troubles, which in early life they 


could eaſily have ſurmounted, hang long 


and heavy upon them, and fometimes_ 


preſs them into the duſt : and when they 
conſider that what ſtrength remains is la- 
bour and — their long continuance | 
in 
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=” "kiſs is an aſtoniſhment to them. As 


, "they cannot but ſuppoſe that every open- 
ing year will be their laſt, every returning 
year diſplays new wonders of goodneſs 
and mercy ; and it 1s becoming in them 
gratefully to WINOEAEEE: it. Thus Da- 
| wid the aged faith, © Thou, O Lord, art 
my truſt from my youth. I am as a 
- wonder to many,” that I am yet alive 
_ after ſo many fatigues, dangers and infir- 
mities ; © but thou art my ſtrong refuge. 
"Thou haſt done great Whit O Gor; 
' who' is like unto thee ?* + —— Further, 


HI. It is a great fatisfaQtion to aged 
 faints to: refle& on their obedience to 
| Gop, and the ns ee; of his pro- 

- miſes to them. 


Caleb ſpeaks of both theſe with plea- 
ſure. He reminds Fo/hua, that he kad 
wholly followed the Lord; that the Lord 
had kept him alive, as he ſaid; that the 
word, which the Lord ſpake. to Me/es 
concerning him, had been fulfilled. —— 


In like manner, it affords aged chriſti- 


ans great delight to refle&, that, thro' 
Warne grace, they have | wholly. tollowed 
| _ the 


— 


+ Pſalm Ix, 57, 


5 Z F Goodneſs and Fidelity of Gov. 87 : 
the Lord : that when, as In the caſe of 


| the Iſraelites, the generality have been 
diſobedient and rebellious; have tempted 
and provoked the moſt high, they have 
retained their integrity and been, upon 


the whole, faithful to their profeſſion and 


| their vows. They cannot indeed, but be 
conſcious of many imperfe&tions and de- 
fects in their obedience, and will be often 
dropping a penitential tear over the fins 
of their youth and riper years. Yet ha- 
ving this teſtimony, that their hearts were 


right with Gor, and that their governing 
deſire and main care have been to pleaſe 
him; this affords them great comfort, and 


is their ſupport in thoſe evil days, in 
which there 1s no earthly pleaſure. It 1s 
comfortable to them to think, that they 
have devoted their vigorous days to Gop, 
and not brought him” only the poor re- 
mains of their time and ſtrength. It 1s 
their joy to think, that they have not 
been entirely uſeleſs in the world, the bur- 


thens. of the earth, the cumberers of. the 


ground, and the ſcandal of religion, 
When they reflect, what an untoward 
genefation they | have dg, in ; what temp- 
TIRE tations 
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88 _. Caleb's Refleftion on the S. 4, 
- tations they have had to youthful luſts, M 
how prone the love of the world is to MW 
deſtroy the love of Gop in. the days of IM 
health and eaſe, *© their rejoicing 1s this, 
| the teſtimony of their conſciences, that in 
fimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with 


3 5 fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop, 


| they have had their converſation in the 
 world;* that Religion hath been upper- 
moſt in their thoughts, and it hath been 
their chief buſineſs in life to ſerve Gop 

and ' fave their own ſouls, —— Further, 

it is a great ſatisfaCtion to them to refle&t 
on Govy's goodneſs and faithfulneſs to them : 
_ that he. hath hitherto ſupplied all their 
wants, ſuſtained their hearts and ſupport- 

ed them under thoſe afflictions, which 
' they thought would have been -too hard 
for them to bear. They recolle& with 
_ gratitude and delight, that grace, which 
: begun, maintained and improved the dt- 
vine life in their ſouls, amidſt innumera- 
ble temptations from without and within : 

that, tho* they have fallen into fin, they 

| have been recovered and not ſuffered to | 
periſh in it; and -tho* they have fallen 

into trouble, they haye been prevented 
from 
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from making ſhip-wreck of faith and a 
good conſcience, It is pleaſant to them 
to trace up all theſe ſtreams to the foun- 
tain; _ to conſider them as.the diſplays of 
rich and free grace; as the 'accompliſh- 
- ment of the promiſes of Gop, and proofs 
of his fidelity. | Their mercies were ſweet 
in the enjoyment, and are ſweet in the 
refle&tion, when they conſider them as 
founded on the covenant of grace, -made 
with all true believers thro? Chriſt Jeſus. 
And this is the delightful concluſion of 
every refle&tion upon them, * The Lord 
hath been good to me, as he ſaid : ' The 
Lord hath fulfilled the word, which he 
ipake concerning his ſervant.” - I 
proceed to obſerve, 3 


IV. The experience, which aged ſaints 
have had of Gov's goodneſs and faithful- 
neſs, is a ſtrong encouragement to them | 
to hope and truſt in him. | 


Caleb's deſign, in repeating the divine 
promiſes and recolleting the divine good- 
neſs, was to encourage himſelf in the 
Lord his Gor; that he ſhould be aſſiſted 
to gain and poſſeſs the promiſed inheri- 

tance, 


= 


pot oe 
; 7 
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x7 - kance, as well as to claim a title to it. 


| See v. 12. Since Gop hath kept me 
alive, © give me the mountain, whereof 
the Lord ſpake in that __ -If- ſo tbe. 


the Lord will be with me, or (as it may | 


be better rendered, for he ſeems to have 


no doubt about it) ſeeing the Lord will 

be with me, I ' ſhall be able to drive _ 
- them out, as the Lord ſaid.” Thus the 
_ experience which aged chriſtians have had 
_ of Goy's care wm fidelity, is an earneſt 
of further favours from him, and an en- 


_ Couragement to their hope and confidence. 


It gives them a chearful perſuaſion that 


he will ſtill be with them; that he who 


hath delivered and doth dalives; will fill 
deliver. They can plead with David, © O 
 Gop thou haſt taught me from my youth : | 
now when I'am old and gray-headed, O 
Gor, forſake me not.' + They expect 
further, yea greater, troubles and difficul- 


_ _ ties In the remaining ſtages of the wilder- | 


| neſs : but they know, that the manna, with 


 _ which they have been fed, will not fail, 
 . Nor the cloud of prote&tion, which hath 


ſheltered xe be withdrawn, till their 
Kon $6549 


” Pſalm lxxi, i; 
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wanderings are over. 
 Gop hath. promiſed, 


9r 
They know that 


will I carry -you. 
bear; even I will carry and will deliver 
you.” 


and carried even from the womb.” + May 
they not expect, that he, who hath ſuſtain- 
ed them hitherto in the ſpiritual warfare, 


will ftrengthen their feeble. hands for the 


remaining combat; and that © he. who 


hath begun the good work in them, will 
perform it until the day of Chriſt ?* - May | 
they not be confident, that he who hath 


led them fſo* long in the wilderneſs, will 


bring them into the good land, which 
-at; laſt. raiſe © 


he hath promiſed? Yea, 
their withered limbs and periſhed bodies 


ſtrong and fair, to ſhare in the honours 
of their Redeemer's ſecond coming, and 


_ the Joys of his everlaſting Kingdom ? 
Thus :David, in his old age, argued, 
* Thou who haſt ſhown me great and 
fore troubles, ſhalt quicken me again, and 


ſhalt 2 me * again from the depths - 
© SS of 


| 4s thei, 4 


© Even to your old 
age, I am He; and even to hoar hairs, 
I have made, and I will 


And this they may depend upon, 
ſince © by him they have been borne up 
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of the earth.' + —— Having thus illuſ- 
trated the obſervations ariſing from the 


| text, I proceed to make a more general 
2 adm of the ſubject. 


APPLICATION. 


1, Let us all remember our - conſtant © 
 dependance upon Gop ; and learn thoſe 
_ uſeful inſtructions, which that 1s adapted 
to teach us. 


Whatever be our age, Gop hath kept 
us alive hitherto. Let us own this with 
thankfulneſs. How abſurd and ungrateful | 
' 18 it for men to b6aſt and be proud of 
_ their health and ſtrength, (for men may 
be health-proud,. as well as purſe-proud) 
and never to acknowledge the hand of 
| Gop, © who giveth to all life and breath 
and all things Let me addrefs you m 
the language of the Pſalmiſt, * O bleſs. 
' our God, ye people, and make the voice | 
of his praiſe to be heard ; which holdeth 
our ſoul in life, and ſuffereth not our 
teet to be moved.” Doth Gop keep 


us alive * ? T his ſhows the reaſonableneſs. 


of 


+ Pſalm Ixxi, 20. © Pſalm ink 8, g- 
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of prayer, as expreſſive of our dependance 
upon him, and as the way to preſerve a de- 
vout ſenſe of it upon the heart. It ſhows 
that our expreſſions of prayer and thank. 
giving at our meals, ſhould be ſerious 
and thoughtful. — This teacheth us to 
uſe the proper means of preſerving and 
reſtoring health, in a humble ſubordination 
to the divine bleſſing ; and it ſtrongly re-_ 
proves the iniquity of thoſe, who ſeek to 
the phyſician but not to the Lord, — 
The remembrance of our dependance upon 
Gop [would tend to reſtrain Juxury and 
intemperance, and all thoſe irregularities 
and exceſſes, which ſhorten men's days. 
It would prevent our undertaking any 
thing that is hazardous to life or health, 
when not called out to it by providence. 
—— It will likewiſe keep our 'minds com-- 
| poſed amidſt the evils we feel or fear, and 
tend to reconcile us to the removal of 
| our deareſt friends and to our own, ſince 
our times are in Gop's hands. It will 
make us ſolicitous to ſay of all our: 
ſchemes, © If the Lord will, we ſhall live 
and do this or that,” and engage us to 
leek his bleſſing. — And finally, it will 
AS | he 
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| be a powerful motive to ſecure his friend. 
- ſhip, by vigorouſly purſuing his ſervice. 
In this view, Moſes urgeth the thought, 


* Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gov, and 


| obey his voice and cleave to-him; for 
He is thy. life and the * length of thy . 


oO days + 


2. What hath been ſaid ſhould be an 
inducement to young perſons to follow 


the Lord fully. 


| Caleb, as a reward for ſo doing, lived 
to be very old, and had great pleaſure 1 in 
reflefting on tis former conduc.” This 
uſe an ancient jewj/ writer makes of the 
ſtory : © The Lord gave ſtrength unto 


Caleb, which remained with him to his 
old age; ſo that he entered on the high 


places of the land, and his ſeed obtained 


\ It for an heritage, that all the children 
_ of Iſrael might ſee, that 77 is good to fol- 
low the Lord” FF — Following the Lord 
fully may conduce to a long life, — it 
_ will certainly promote the happineſs of 


life, —- It may conduce to a long life. 


_ Young Loma are generally | -defirous to 


hve | 


+ Deut. xxx. 20. - t Ecclus. xlvi. 9, 10. 
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live to old age. Now religion and ſteadfaſt 


obedience to Gop are, in their own nature, 
a probable means of attaining to it. For 
they prevent thoſe excefles which ſhorten 
the days of youth, 
which, men do not live out half their 
days. Religion contributes to health and 
' peace and chearfulneſs. * In wiſdom's 
right hand are length of days. What man 
' 1s he that defireth life and loveth many 
days, that he may ſee good ? 
depart from evil and do good.* + Solomon 
confirms this ſentiment, © The fear of the 
' Lord prolongeth days, but the years of 
. the wicked ſhall be ſhortened' F Gop 
will reward early piety with long life, if 
| he ſeeth that, upon the whole, it is beſt 
tor you. —— But it will certainly promote 
the happineſs of life, For © godlineſs hath 
the promiſe of the life that now is, as 
well as that which is to come.” 


of ſtedfaſt obedience, you will have de- 
lightful reflections on what is paſt : that 
you have ſpent your vigorous days in 
the ſervice of Gop, and are growing up 
T1 DEE ro 


+ Pſalm xxxiv. 12, t Prov. x. 27+ 


and by reaſon of 


' Let hm 


Beſides 


the immediate pleaſure attending a courſe 
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toa greater maturity for Heaven ; while 


youthful finners are dead in their ſins, 
turned into hell and ſuffering the fatal 
irrecrievable conſequences of their own 


| cowardice and folly. Inftead of * poſſeſſing 
_ the injquities of your youth ; having your 


bones full of them, and mourning at the 
laſt, when the fleſh and body are con- 
ſumed,” you will have unſpeakable plea- 
ſure in being able to appeal to Gor, with 


| Hezekiah, © that you have walked before 
him in truth, and with an upright heart, 


and have done that which was good - in 
his fight.” In conſequence of this, you 


will find him gracious and faithful in 


aſſiſting, ſupporting .and rewarding you. 
* Remember therefore thy Creator in the 


_ days of thy youth, before the days come 


and the years draw-nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, I have no pleaſure in them; * none 


but what religion affords and. hope. in- . 


- I only add, 
3. The Example of Caleb is worthy the | 


ſpires. 


Imitation. of aged chriſtians, 


'To you, my honoured F athers, I would. 
FO ny addreſs.  Hath Gop kept you 


alive 
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alive fourſcore or threeſcore years? Take 
this good old man for your model, and 
endeavour to be like-minded. Let your 
ſpeech, like his, be ſerious and devout, 
the remainder of your days be © devoted 
to Gop's ſervice, and continue to hope 
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and truſt in him. X - Let your ſpeech [i 
be ſerious and devout, When, ike Caleb, W: 


Ix 
cm 
4 hee 


you are mentioning your age, your co- 
_ temporaries, or what happened in the 
former part of your lives, let it be done 
with ſeriouſneſs; with an | humble and 
thankful acknowledgment of Gop. Say 
not *© I have lived ſo long, or am ſo old,” 
but, © the Lord hath kept me alive.” 
Bear teſtimony to his goodneſs and faith- 
fulneſs. Speak of his care in preſerving 
you hitherto, with admiration and thank- 
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tulneſls. Thus the Patriarch Facob ſaid, = 
* Gop who hath ted me all my life long ; 
| to this day, and redeemed me from all | 
evil.” F Further, let the remainder of E 
your Ives be taithfully devoted to. God's = iÞ 
ſervice. One unportant branch of this 1s, | 
humbly to relate your own experience for i | 
| the inſtruction and conſolation of others, i | 
"Þ - 22" = 


+ Gen. xIv11. rs. 
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_ diſobedient and -evbilfidas, I wholly ftol-” 


| long obſervation and .experience you can, 
 Gor's commandments are- not grievous 

and that a lite ſpent in communion with 
 Gop, 1s the pleafanteſt life any man can 


| lead. Such declarations will come with 
peculiar gracefulneſs and force from per- 


_ of your experiences with vain-glory and 
the riches of divine grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Thus David. in his old age reſolved, © My 


So Caleb did ; * when my brethren were 
lowed the Lord my Gop.* Let your re- 
lations and friends, eſpecially your de- 
ſcendants, know, what Gop hath done 
for you, and what he hath enabled you 
to do. for him. Aſſure them, as from 


that ſin 1s bitterneſs in the end; that 


that an intereſt in Chriſt is the good part, 


ſons of your age, when attended with that 


modeſty and humility, which your long 


acquaintance with your own imperfections 
and the conſtitution of the ' goſpel, will 
be likely to promote : for you muſt be 
ſtrangely ignorant of both, if you ſpeak 


boaſting. All will be aſcribed by you to 
and you will boaſt only in the Lord. 


tongue ſhall ſhow forth wp ſalvation, and 
talk 
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talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day long ; 


for I know not the numbers thereof. ' I. 
will ſhow thy ſtrength to this generation 


and thy power to every one that 1s to 
come.” + Again, you are to ſerve 


Gop, your preſerver, by being a#ive in 


all the duties of life, which you have abi- 


lity to diſcharge. You may not perhaps 
be able to ſay, as Caleb (in the verſe fol- 
lowing the text) © As yet I am as ſcrong 


_ this. day, as I was forty years ago: * ne- 


vertheleſs, what natural ſtrength evraerk 
ſhould be employed for Gov. But I hope. 
' your ſpiritual ſtrength 1s much greater 
| than it was forty years ago; that you are 


more able to carry on the chriſtian com- 
bat, to drive out remaining corruptions, 
and will be faithful unto death. You are 
alſo to ſerve Gop by humbly wazting all 
the intimations of his will; by bearing 


up contentedly and chearfully under the 


Infirmities of age, and ſtriving and watch- 
ing that your tempers may not be ſoured 
| by your own afflictions, or the vices and. 
| follies of the riſing generation. 


Finally, your paſt experience ſhould be. 


gs "00 
+ Pſalm Ixxi. 15, 18, 
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- an incentive to you to encourage yourſelf 
7n the Lord your God. Hope in him, that 
he will yet fulfill his promiſes, and par- 
_ ticularly that he will never forſake you. 
| The laſt words of the aged and pious 
Dr. Guyſe were, © O my Gon, thou haſt 
always been with me, and wilt not leave 
me now.* Gop may prolong your wan- 
derings in the wilderneſs and add many 
days yet to your weariſome pilgrimage : 
| but remember, Canaan is before you; an 
inheritance, which will abundantly repay: 
_ all the labours and fatigues of the wil- 
derneſs. Thither Gop hath promiſed to 
bring you. © Hold faſt, therefore, the 
profeſſion of your faith, and the confi- 
dence of your hope, without wavering, 
firm unto the end : for he 1s faithful who 
| hath promiſed.” y 
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DISCOURSE V. 
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CEE 


The I and Improverhent of uſeleſs 
Days and weartſome Nights. 


Jos vii. 3. 


So am I made to poſſeſs months of vanity, 


and weariſome ntghts are appointed to me. 


'T--15 a obſervation of Mr. Addiſon, 


that * Enquiries after happineſs and - 


rules for attaining 4t, are not, on ſome_ 
accounts, ſo neceſſary and uſeful to man- 
kind, as the arts of conſolation, and ſup- 
porting one's ſelf under affliction.* Con- 
vinced of this from the frequent ſcenes 
of diftreſs, to which I have been a wit- 
neſs, I think 1 can ſcarce engage in a 
more benevolent deſign, than to offer aſ- 
| fiſtance and comfort to my ſuffering: fel- 
 low-creatures. The book of Fob fur- 
nifheth us with excellent - materials for 
this defirable work. I propoſe at this 


F'2.:-:- en time 


tne SA OA CIEARC . w 


| time to conſider that circumſtance of Job's 
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affliction, which 1s mentioned in the text, 
as. it particularly ſuits the caſe of the 
Aged, whom I am now more immediately 
to addreſs. This holy man 1s deſcribing 
his melancholy ſituation, and the ſad ef-_ 
tects of his bodily diforders. Theſe in- 
creaſed the weight of his other calamities, 
and made him deſirous of death, as the 
_ only ſure relief. © As a ſervant, faith he, 
after a hard day's labour, earneſtly de- 
_ ſireth the ſhadow of the evening, and as 


2 hireling Jooketh for the reward of his 


- work ; ſo doI long for my releaſe from 
this miſery; (for thus the ſenſe. muſt be. 
ſupplied ;) ſince I am made to poſſeſs months 
of vanity, that is, uſeleſs and unprofita- 
ble months; and weariſome nights, pain- 
ful reſtleſs nights, are appointed 10 me : 1 
poſſeſs them as my inheritance; for ſo the 
_ word ſignifies.” F rom hence we may 
obſerve, | 


L That uſeleſs days PR weariſome | 
nights may be the portion of the beſt 
of men, 


II. When 


-'S, 5; of bodily Infirmittes. 103. 


II. When it is fo, they are to be con- 
ſidered as the appointment of Providence 
and improved accordingly. 

I. Uſeleſs days and weariſome nights 
may be allotted to the beſt of men ; 

To thoſe, who, like Job, are righteous 
and upright in the fight of Gop, and 
have been, like him, healthy, vigorous 
and uſeful. Months of vanity are months 
void. of health, activity and uſefulneſs : 
and theſe come as a kind of inheritance 
to us ; for ©* mian 1s botn to trouble, as the 
ſparks naturally fly upwards.” This is al- 
moſt always the caſe of the Aged. The 
days of old age are called, * the evil days 
in which there 1s no pleaſure ;* no earthly 
pleaſure, But this to an aged Chriſtian 
is not ſo grievous, as that they are months 
of vanity, in which he 1s capable of doing 
little for the glory of Gop and the oood 
of his fellow-creatures. This is ſome- 
times owing to the hes of the facul- 
ties; ſo that the poor ſufferer becomes 
ignorant, forgetful and helpleſs, like a 
child. Sometimes it ariſes from the de- 
cay of bodily Junge and vigour, and a 

4 con- 
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continued ſucceſhon of aches and ſor- 
rows : ſo that the afflicted perſon cannot 
move at all, or not without much pain; 
or all his vital actions are attended with 
a certain uneaſineſs, which is ſometimes 

leſs tolerable than pain itſelf. Hence 
an ancient writer calls old age, * a mid- 
dle ſtate between health and ſickneſs.” 
When ' nature bears much, it can do lit- 


tle. The man js unfit for buſineſs ; he 


becomes liſtleſs in religious duties, yea 
| can ſcarce do any thing, that will turn 
to account. This is often the caſe with 
others, beſides the Aged ; when they are 
viſited with acute diſeaſes or labour un- 
| der a lingering illneſs. Thro* weakneſs 
_ of body and pining ſickneſs, they (as 7ov 
expreſſeth it) © never eat with pleaſure ;* 
and can neither work nor move with any 
life or comfort. It is ſome relief, in ſuch 
a caſe, for the ſufferer to have a good 
night and refreſhing ſleep; and thereby 
get a little ſtrength to diſcharge the du- 
ties of life or to bear 1ts burdens, —— 
But Job had, and many have, weariſome 
nights appointed to them. Some are vi- 


ited with "Pda on their beds, and the 
mul- 


8. 5. of bodily Infirmities. 
multitude of their bones with ſtrong pain. 
\ Some, if they lie down, cannot breathe, 


and muſt therefore be ' ſupported in. an. 
uneaſy poſture. Others, thro? difagreeable 


ſenſations, are reſtleſs ; and the little ſleep 
they have, is diſfurbed and unrefreſhing. 
Sometimes dejection of ſpirit brings on a 


variety of fears; which, tho* groundleſs 


and- unreaſonable, are as troubleſome as 
if they were juſt, and cannot be con- 
quered,. There is often an uneaſineſs and 
reſtlefſeſs of mind without any apparent 


cauſe, which drives away ſleep or makes 
it very unquiet. In weak conſtitutions, 


a little change in the air and weather de- 
prives them of this refreſhment. Anxious 


thoughts and the preſſure of other af- 


fictions, deſtroy the repoſe of the night : 
ſo that the ſufferer cannot forget his ſor- 


rows by ſleep, but they haunt his very | 


dreams. He ſometimes counts the hours 
in a long ſucceſſion: the time appears 
dreadfully tedious, and he ariſes in. the 
morning weakened and tired, inſtead of 


being refreſhed. Thus Fob deſcribes his 


caſe, 1n the verſe following the text, and 
many feel the juſtice of his deſcription 1 
os F 5 * When 


; 
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< When I lie down, I fay, when ſhallI_ 
_ ariſe and the night be gone? and I am 


full of toſfings to and fro unto the dawn- 


ing of the day. My bed doth not com- 
fort me, nor my couch eaſe my com- 


plaint.* v. 13. This is ſometimes the 


_ caſe with Gop's deareſt children, and eſ- 


pecially of the Aged. Now, what ſhall 


ſupport and comfort them under ſo heavy 


an affliction? There is nothing ſo well 


| adapted to. do it, as this thought, that 


it is the Lord's doing: and that is the 
ſecond obſervation from the text; 


IT. Months of vanity and weariſome 
nights are to be conſidered as the ap- 
pointment of Gop, and to be improved 
accordingly. 


This is implied in the expreſſion here 


uled ; they are appointed to me, compared 


with verſe 1, of . this chapter; © Is there 
not an appointed time to man upon earth ?' 


_ For who fixeth and determineth his time, 


but - the great Gop, the Lord of life and 


time? In the 14th verſe, Job expreſs]y 


aſcribes his weariſome nights to the pro- 


vidence of Gop : E'E hou ſcareſt me with. 


dreams.* 


- 
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dreams.* And indeed, nothing can be 


more plain from the difates of reaſon 


and the language of feripture, eſpecially 


of this book. The original conſtitution 


of human nature was formed by Hirn. 
The materials of which it is compoſed ; 


the food, air, and other things: on which 1 
_ it depends for ſupport, are all. of ſuch 


2 nature as to intimate that it. was in- 


tended to wear out and decay. The hand 


of Gop 1s to be acknowledged in all 
our diſeaſes, He woundeth. and maketh 
ſore. He giveth fleep and. cauſeth it to 
fly from our eyes. Whatever - natural 


| cauſes may occaſion pain, weakneſs and 


incapacity, all are to be traced up to the 
divine direction and appointment. He 
allotteth to us whatever is painful and 


difagreedble by day or by night. It is a 


very comfortable thought, that he appoints 
them, or (as the word is ſometimes tranſ- 


hted) numbers them. The number, the 


degree, the continuance of our infirmities, 
are all exactly marked out and determined 
by -him : and” they ſhall be no more, preſs 
|, no heavier and continue no longer, than 
he ſees it beſt, in order to anſwer. his wiſe 
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and gracious' purpoſes concerning us. —— 
Now, he appoints to his creatures uſeleſs 
months and weariſome nights, for ſome 
or other of theſe important ends : name- 
ly, to reſtrain an earthly ſpirit and bring 
them to ſerious conſideration and piety, 
 —to exerciſe their graces, eſpecially their 
_ humility, patience, meekneſs and content- 
ment, — to make them uſeful to others, 
— and to confirm their hopes and aaren 
their deſires of a bleſſed _ 
God intends hereby, 


1. To reſtrain an earthly ſpirit, and 
| bring them to. ſerious conſideration and 
picty. ; 
"That the world and preſent chioes have 
generally an undue influence upon our 
hearts and indiſpoſe us for the concerns 
_ of Religion, is evident by melancholy 
experience : the beſt chriſtians ſee and 
feel and lament it. In order to reſtrain 
the inordinate love of the world, God is 
| pleaſed to viſit men with pain and fick- 
neſs. When they are continually toiling 
about the world, riſing up early, fitting 
up late, and wearying themſelves in the 
hy purſuit 
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purſuit of it, neither their miniſters, nor 
their conſciences, can convince them, that 
they are too eager and are endangering their 
own ſouls. Gop then taketh the work 
into his awn hands ; confines them by pain 
and weakneſs, and renders them incapa- 


ble of their former hot purſuits. He 


giveth them 7ime to think and conſider, 
which otherwiſe they would not have 
taken, He obligeth them to fit alone, 
and keepeth their eyes waking,. that they 
may commune with their own hearts. 


He takes away their pleaſing /ati5fa#ion 


in earthly things, that they may ſee 7heir 


emptineſs, and think of ſomething better. 


The ſmarting rod leads their thoughts to 
his hand ; brings them to repentance, that 
they have ſo much forgotten him in their 
days of health and proſperity : and where- 
as before they prayed not at all, or only 
in a cold formal manner, now, as the 
Prophet expreſfſeth it, * In trouble they 
vifit Gop and pour out a prayer, when his 
chaſtening is upon them.” F Allow me, 
in this connection, to mention an inſtance 
of a young man, who had long been con- 
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| fined with a diſeaſed hmb, and was near 
his diſſolution. When, at the deſire of 
a friend, his loathſome fore was unco- 
vered, he ſaid, © There. it 1s; and a pre- 
cious treaſure it hath been to me! It 
laved me from the folly and vanity of 
youth : 1t made me cleave to Gop as my 
only portion, and to eternal glory as my 


__ only hope; and I think it hath now 


brought me very near to my Father's 
| houſe.” - The Aged are often unwilling 
to reſign worldly labours and cares, when 
they might properly do it: and ſome of 
them are never ſatisfied with earth, till 
they are buried in it. Their defires en- 
large as they advance in years, and they 
grow more covetous of wealth, the leſs 
they want it, and the leſs time and fpirit 
they have to enjoy it. Gop, theretore, 
in compaſſion to them, lays them aſide; 
ſhows them by irreſiſtible arguments, that 
't 1s time to have done; and finds them 
work. enough in the neceſſary care of 
their pained dying bodies. Thus they 
are led: to think ſeriouſly of Gop, of 

" themſelves and eternity ; to. ſee their de- 

-  Pendance on the moſt High; to ſeek his 
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fayour ' through Chriſt, while it may be 
obtained, and look out for a firmer ſup- 
port, than earthly things can afford. By 
frequent pains and infirmities, Gop keeps 
his people always watchful againſt the 
world, that encroaching enemy ; makes 
them apply with greater diligence to the 
moſt important bulineſs of Religion, and 
leads them to be daily expecting and pre- 
paring for, that great and awtul change, 
which will fix their eternal ſtate. 
= ny Gop deſigns hereby, T0 


To exerciſe and ſtrengthen their 
—_ eſpecially their humility, patience, 
meekneſs and cont2ntment. 


It is very difficult habitually to prac- 
tiſe theſe virtues ; eſpecially if we have 
long' enjoyed health and cafe. But when 
Gop toucheth our bone and our fleſh, 
he calls us to, and diſpoſeth us for, the 
exercte of them. — He teacheth us Humi- 
lity, by ſhowing us what vile bodies we. 
have: on how many things they depend 
for health, a&tivity and repoſe, which. are 
not in” our own. power ; that we may not 
| be You of them, nor fake too much 


Pains 
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pains about them; but be chiefly ſoli- 
' Citous about the welfare of the immortal 
ſpirit. He brings men, by ſuch afflic- 
tions, to ſee and own his juſtice z; to 
humble themſelves for fin, and accept 
the puniſhment of their iniquity : and 
ſo they are diſpoſed to fall in with his 
ſaving deſign, as exhibited in the goſpel, 
and to truſt in Chriſt Jeſus and have no 
confidence 1n themſelves. He thus brings 
down their high thoughts of themſelves ; 
| ſhows them that they are not of ſo much 
- conſequence to the world, as they thought 
themſelves to be; that their retirement 
and incapacity cauſe no chaſm in it; and 
that He can carry on his ſchemes without 
them. — He exerciſeth their Patience; a 
moſt important grace in this ſtate of trial ! 
He ſhows the ſufferers what degree of 
ſelf-government, what command of their 
paſſions, they have attained. By repeated 
ſtrokes he brings down the fretful reluc- 
tant ſpirit, and makes it lie at his foot- 
ſtool calm and compoſed. * Tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience,” 
or proof of the ſufferer's integrity and 
Gop's uppornng + obliging 


them 
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' them to depend upon others for help 
under their infirmities, he teacheth them 
Meekneſs and thankfulneſs ; ſofteneth their 
ſpirits and openeth their hearts to tender- 
neſs and gratitude. He ſometimes keeps 


them long in this afflicted ftate, that pa- 


. tence may have 1ts perfect work, and 
their ſouls be made humble, ſubmiſſive 
and tractable, as a weaned child. 
Another deſign of providence 15, 


3. To make them uſeful to others. 

It is an obſervation of a hvely writer, 
that * Gop makes one' haif of the hu- 
man ſpecies a moral leſſon to the other.” 


Thus he ſet forth Fob, as an example of 


enduring a®ic&tion and of patience, -He 


ſhoweth the healthy and active, by the 
infirmities of ſome who are of their own 
| age, how ſoon and how eaſily their 
ſtrength may be weakened in the way.- 


He leads them, by a view of the decays 


of age, to conclude, that the. decline of 


life is a very unfit time to begin the 
great work of Religion, or make any 
conſiderable progreſs in it: and that this 
work ought to be the employment of 

on our 
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our beſt and moſt vigorous days. Thus 
they may be quickened to redeem their 
time and work out their own ſalvation, 
before this painful, helpleſs period cometh 
_ upon them. Such affliftions ſhow them 
how little wealth and honour can do, to 
eaſe the pains of the day, or ſecure the 
_ repoſe of the night. And, if they ll 
receive inſtruction from ſuch ſcenes, this 
1s the important leſſon they teach, that 
© a man's life or happineſs conſiſteth not 
in the abundance of the things he poſlel- 
ſeth.” They may tend to make them habi- M7 
tually thankful for days of eaſe and ac- Wo 
tivity, and nights of repoſe. By ſhowing Wh 
_ them how uſeleſs and helpleſs they may Wat 
become, Gop inſtrufts thei:: to behave Wer 
in a humble, friendly and obliging man- Wot 
ner; that when the days of ſorrow ſeize Wicc 
upon them, they may find others ready th: 
to pity and help them. The afflictions Wh: 
of aged perſons give their deſcendants an rr 
opportunity. of ſhowing tenderneſs and Wi 
humanity, and of requiting their parents : 
and they ſhould lead all to remember, and 
behave to, © them that ſuffer adverſity, 
- as being themſelves in the body ;* liable 
pe Y to 
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ſame aſſiſtance. — To all which I may 
add, that the afflited ſaint, may in the 
frongeſt way recommend Religion to 
others, by manifeſting the good influence 
which its principles and motives have 
upon his heart. Once more, Gop IN- 
tends by theſe infirmities, 


» 


4. To confirm their hopes and excite 


their deſires of a bleſſed immortality. 


They tend to confirm their hopes of it. 
The pains, weakneſs and incapacity of pi- 


ous and benevolent men, for months and. 
lometimes years together, are a. conſider- - 


able proof of a future ſtate. Creatures 
endowed with reaſon, formed in the image 


of Gop, and capable of glorifying him, 
lem to ſuffer, in this reſpe&, more than 


the brutes. This plainly intimates, that 
there 1s a future life, and that * a reſt 
remaineth to the people of Gop.*” When 


ls neceſſarily ſpent in fleep; how little 
many of the beſt of men can do for 
0D and their tellow-creatures, for a long 
ime together, thro* mental or bodily 


weakneſs, 


to the ſame infirmities, and to want the 


It is conſidered, how much of our time 
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weakneſs, we reaſonably conclude, that 
there is another ſtate of being : that the 
final reward of piety 1s not here ; but that 
Gop hath ſomething infinitely better in 
reſerve for his ſervants, They are not 
ſhut up in eternal night without hope; 
but there is an everlaſting day of light, 
eaſe, activity and joy, ſpeedily to dayn 
upon them. —— Theſe ' afliftions tend 


ture. ſtate, and excite their deſires of tt, 
_* Sickneſs, ſaith Mr. Pope, is a fort of 

early old age, it inſpires us - with the 
thoughts of a future ſtate better than a 
thouſand volumes of philoſophers and 
divines.* It leads chriſtians, with Fes, to 
long for that ſtate, as a ſervant doth tor. 
_ the evening, and the hireling for his wa 
ges. Even the hope of glory would 
hardly be ſufficient to keep thoſe deſires 
lively and active, if Gon was not to em 
bitter earth to us. He taketh his peopli 
off from ſenſible things, and makes the 
groan being burdened, that they may bf 
willing to be unclothed. We are too fon 
of theſe cottages of clay. Gor theretorſþcc, 
takes away the pleaſure of the day an 
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the repoſe of the night, that he may 


looſen our attachment to carth, and make 


us willing to go at his call. Yet the true 
chriſtian doth not defire death, merely as 
z releaſe from pain and weaknels, but as 
it puts him into a capacity of ſerving and 
enjoying Gop better than he can do here. 
[t is worſe than death to the zealous chriſ- 
tian to be lifeleſs and uſeleſs, and he is 
ready to ſay, with the pious Mr, Dane! 
Burgeſs, * I had rather be idle under 
eround, than above ground. He there- 
fore looks with pleature towards the grave, 
15 the place in which he ſhall leave all 
is pains and infirmities : and he looks 
ith faith and deſire beyond it; to the 
heavenly world, where there ſhall never 
be a painful tireſome hour ; but he ſhall 
& Gop and ſerve him day and night, 
thout wearineſs, interruption or period. 
Thus doth Gop intend, by weakneſs 
nd infirmity, to reſtrain an earthly ſpirit, 
nd bring men to ſerious conſideration 
nd piety, —to exerciſe and ſtrengthen 
ieir graces, eſpecially thoſe which are fo 
W-celary and uſeful _ in the preſent fate ; 
Wocly, humility, patience, meckneſs and 
con- 
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- contentment. — He intends by this whole. 
ſome diſcipline, to make the ſufferers 
uſeful 'to others ; — and to confirm their 
hopes, and excite and cheriſh their deſires, 
_ of eternal reſt and glory. Theſe bleſſed 
effects of their ſufferings, God's ſervant; 
have often experienced : inſomuch that 
one of the moſt holy and: aftive of them, 
Dr. Rivet, ſaid * He had learned more 
divinity in ten __ fickneſs than in fifty 
years ſtudy.” — Let me now add a 
few Reflections from the ſabje&. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1, They, whoſe days are uſeful and 
their nights comfortable, have great rea- 
ſon to be continually thankful. 


This is the caſe of many, of moſt 
perſons; and it demands their fervent 
_ gratitude to Gop. You have probably 
known the reverſe of this, in times of 
_ bodily ſickneſs or diſtreſs of mind, Call 
to remembrance, then, the former days 
and nights; that you may give glory to 
Gop, as the reſtorer and guardian of your 
healch, whoſe mercies are new every mr- 
| : ning, 
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ning, and - may render unto him, accord- 
ing to the benefits conferred upon you. 
They have peculiar reaſon for thankful- 
neſs, on whoſe health and capacity for 


thought and labour, their families entire- 


ly depend for their tupport. What a 


dreadful addition would it be to the pain 


_ of unprofitable months, and the diftreſs 
of ſleepleſs nights, to think of a beloved 
wite and children ready to periſh, thro” 
your inability to labour! The Aged who 
have any comfortable days and nights will 
be very ungrateful, if they are inſenſible 
of the divine goodneſs, and if their &x- 


preſſions of complaint are more frequent 
and more hearty than their expreſſions of 


thankfulneſs. Let the perſons, who are 
in health and vigour, © whoſe ſinews take 
reſt in the night,” conſider whether they 
have not deſerved to be in the deplorable 


caſe of Fob, whether they have not. 


abuſed their health ; lived in the forget- 
fulneſs of Gop ; trifle away their time, 


and paid little attention to the one thing 


needful. Nay, who among us hath em- 
ployed his health and ſtrength for Gon 


lo diligently, as he ſhould have done ? 
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It+.1s .of , the” Lord's ,\mereies;. that. we 


are not afflicted, pained, conſumed ; and 


becauſe his compaſſions. fall not;? Let us 


- learn to , be. habitually: thankful for. a day 
| of, eaſe, and aftivity, anda comfortable 


night. ,, Let, eyery morning. and evening, 
find- us on our knees, devoutly adoring 
that beneficent Being, who * cauſeth the 
outgoings of the morning and the even- 
Ing - to rejoice.” ] 


_ i4, Let us learn, from this ſubject, to 
_ expect and prepare for, the days of at- 


fliction, 


© If a man, faith Solomon, live many 


years and rejoice in them all; yet- let 
him remember the days of darkneſs, for 
they ſhall be many. Endeavour to be 
deeply convinced of the great uncertainty 
of health and eaſe. Be: careful to im- 
prove them #1 the ſervice of Gop, that 
you may have comfortable refleCtions upon 
it, when they are taken away from you. 
How many perions, in a full flow of 
health and ſpirits, have their months va- 


nity, and their nights weariſome, by 1idle- 


neſs, luxury, and the inordinate love of 
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company and diverſions. They ſpend their 
days, and many of their nights too, in 
rioting and gaming : inverting the order 
of nature and providence; fleeping away 
the precious hours of day-light, leaving 
lytle or no time for devotion, ſtudying 
the word of Gop, and doing good in their 
ſtations! A ſad preparation this, for af- 
fictions and death !| Gop doth not make 
them, but they make themſelves, to poſſeſs 
ſuch unprofitable time. O, think, ye gid- 
dy diſſipated mortals, what your ſickly 
afflicted friends would give for a tenth part 
of that health and vivacity, which you de- 
vote to vanity and fin, forgetful of your 
rational natures, and the eternal world, 
to which you are haſtening. Awake, Sirs, 
and be wife. When you have health, lei- 
' ſure and chearfulneſs, uſe them for Gop 
and your ſouls. Watch and pray. Be di- 
ligent to ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt and 
the bleſſings of his glorious goſpel. Lay 
up a treaſure of chriſtian knowledge, ex- 
perience and conſolation, againſt the evil 
days come upon you: for you will then 
want it all. Be it your care to praciſe 
© — ſelf- 
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felf-denial; and be patient and calm under 
lighter evils; . that you may not ſink un- 


der the burdens of ficknefs and age, and 
have an uneaſy conſcience, bitter reflec. 
. tions on loſt time, and a fearful looking 


for of vengeance, to add to theſe bur. 


dens. | When the learned Grotins lay on 


his death-bed; an intimate friend nd, 
that, 1n Is great wiſdom, he would piv 
him ſome advice how he might ſo Fs. 
as to ſecure future happineſs : to whom 
Grotius only ſaid, as I would fay to you, 
© BE SERIOUS,” —— Finally, | 

Let me exhort and comfort thoſe, 
who are afflicted as 7ob was. 


Remember, my aged and ſuffering 


friends, what th2 text intimates, that your 


afflictions. are all appointed, and their de 

gree and continuance exactly meaſured tad 
determined by that Gop, in whoſe hand 
your breath 15; and who, if you are ch:it- 
tians indeed, 1s your Gor and Feather in 
Chritt Jeſus. Remember that nothing be- 
falls you but waat is commen to-men ; and 
that is a reaſon agam!t complaining. Per- 
FD haps 
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haps ſome of you 'may read your fin in 
your puniſhment. You have been too 


eager” about the worldz aha - now. Gop | 
hath rendered you almoſt incapable of 


doing any thing. You have done little 
for Gop and religion, while you had abj- 
lityz and now, mm righteous judgment, he 
hath much lefſened that ability. You 


have, perhaps, often excuſed your non- 


attendance 'on publick worſhip by fome 
flight diforder; and now Gor hath fent 
ſome great and paintul one upon you. 
You would now fleep in the night, .and 
cannot : perhaps you can recolle&. the 
time, at leaſt the place, the houſe of Gon 
in particular, when you ſhould have kept 


awake, and would not. But if there have_ 
been any things of this Kind amiſs, I hope 


your coniciences are now reproving you, 
and that your affliftions will lead you to 
repentance, and make your hearts better. 
Let me addreſs in comfortable words 


to Gon's aged and affitcd ſervants. He 
oweth you ſome. intervals of health at 
leaſt eaſe : every day 1s not ulcicls : every 
night | is not weariſome. Le: his nance be 
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Previec FA ou on this account. You 


"uſeful; and ſhould labour to 
ke " 'No Chriſtian, who hath his un- 
 derftanding and ſpeech, need be uſeleſs. 
You can yet. pray to Gop for yourſelves, 
your families and friends, and for the in- 
tereſt of religion. You can talk of Goy's 
wondrous works, and ſhow forth his righ- 
teouſneſs, truth and praiſe to your rela- 
tions and acquaintance. You may be ex- 

_ amples of patience, humility, contentment 
i - ſo thankfulneſs; and fo, do honour to 
W religion and good to others. And if you 
= At thus, Gop will give you ſongs in the 
| night ; ſupport you under your burdens ; 
and communicate light and peace to your 
ſouls, when the body is pained and the 
eyes kept waking. Theſe infirmities re- 
mind you, that the day of your deli- 
verance is at hand. Indeed, as that ex- : 
cellent divine, Dr. Evans, faid in his laſt | 
fichpels, which was very lingering , and 
painful, * The formality and ceremony of 
: taking own. this tabernacle by degrees, is 
irkſome' and grieyous : how much* better 
were it, #6 it | mae Gon, that it might 
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rumble, at once}. ah the. will of GeV 


tov 


done.” \The happy period 1s. nigh, act 
if you, are not able to ſay, with your laſt 


breath, , as he. did with, his, * All is well; 


all .is, well;* 3 2,,you ; will affuredly find it to # 
be fo. For; time and changes, grief and' 
death will - be all over,. and one eternal. day 
| ſhine upon your ſouls. No weary hour, 
no ſick moment, no degree of uneaſineſs 
ſhall be felt in Heaven ; but the ſoul be 


all lite and vigour in the fervice and en- 
joyment of God. © There ſhall be 0 night 


| there; no more death, neither ſorrow nor 
eg neither ſhall there be any ' more. 
pain ; but fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for 
coninbes.* Believe theſe, Chriſtians ; for 
* they are the true ſayings of Gov.” T_ 


would not part with ſuch hopes for the 


whole world. Let us comfort ourſelyes 
and one another with theſe words. — 
Gop only knoweth how few years, ot _ 
_ months, or days, may remain for ws. 


Let it be our care to glorify him by. 
active ſervices or patient ſufferings ; by 
doing or bearing his will: to have our 


(3.2 the 


converſation in Heaven, and to wait all” 
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the days of our appointed time tilt our 
change come.” And Gop grant, that all 
_ the afflitions of the preſent time, which 
are comparatively light and but for a 
moment, ' may. work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory !” 
Amen, x: 
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Gop's Promiſe to bear 'and carry his 


aged Ce corn 


» EY ths... tit. hath 


Isaian X1vi. 4. 


And even to your dd Ave 7 am he; and 


even to hoar hairs will 1 carry you: T 


have made, and 1 will bear , even T will 


carry ang will deliver you. 


T 13 an important obſervation, c That 
many promiſes of the Old Teſtament, 


which diſplay the mercy of Gop to the- 


Jewiſh nation, are cited in the New Tel- 


tament as belonging to true chriſtians, and 
applicable to- them, whether they had been. 


| Fews or Gentiles : becauſe the Jews were 


a figure of the true church of Gop ; and 
the ſpiritual meaning of thoſe promiſes is 


defigned 'to be apphed to all, who are 
the Iſrael of Gov, that is, truly pious 
Ga _ perſons, 


v PE NAPIER 
hw ren 4 OI wo my.” ans 26Þs Re 5 be vg os, 0 ode at " 
ho ky CIR FT ante ops ay - 


Þ.AY 
8. 
"0 
fd 
Wl - 
| 
, l, 


228. 'Gov's Promif. to bear and S. 6. 


+, 35% 156: (13 6 


#4 rents bas 
ons. + *or the ſame reaſon, we arc 


Juſtified 'in” applying” ther "Promiſes for 


- the! comfott of trae* chriſtians] when their 


ſtate and circumſtances are\ſuch,” as to 


FNand/lins nted! 6f the prorffiſed” bleffing S, 
and:xd*tenddy ſuch /prothiſes pertitent 7 


their (caſe. /*And! indeed; without fuch' a 
| liberty" of - explaining” and ' applying the 
promiſes of the Old Teſtament to our own 


ſouls, ;as-thie [Apoſtles have taught 'us, for 


our private and ſpiritual advantage, 'a good 


' part of the writings - of the Prophets, even 
ſome of thoſe which refer to the days of 


the Meſſiah, will be impoveriſhed, and 
dramed .of many of their richeſt bleſſings. 
Whereas, there is a large and heavenly 
treaſure of: grace and blefling contained in 
thoſe exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes, 'and transferred to the Gentile church 
under the. New Teſtament. From theſe, 
true ,chriſtians 'in all ſucceeding ages, as 
well-as in: the. apoſtolic times, have'found 


| ſupport and relief under their temptations 


and ſorrows, Upon theſe principles I dare 
apply; the: gracious- promiſe 1n the text. 
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to aged faints 3. .and would. endeavour at. 
| this time to. er 
and their joy... —- 
The deſign. of. this = WO i$-1t0 cau- 
tion_ the. {/rachites againſt the idolatry 'of 
the Babylontans, and. to prevent their fears 
of any miſchief which idol-gods could-do. 
In order to. this, the Prophet deſcribes the 
deſolation . that Cyrus ſhould bring upon 
Babylon, and. foretells that he. ſhould carry 
captive their gods, who would. be infuffi- 
\ cient to help, either their worſhippers or F 
themſglyes. And then Gop calls upon his | 
people, in the text and following verſe, | ll 
to. conſider whether He was ſuch a Gob ] 
as theſe. . He reminds them of. what He 
had. already done for them in the forma- 
tion of their ſtate; and their ſupport hi- 
therto : that He had ſhown all the care 
and tenderneſs. of, a parent to them; 
and would continue! his - favour :.even to 
the decline of their ſtate, : mien, as the 
Prophet Hoſea expreſleth 'it, © grey hairs 
were here and: there, upon them,” ' that 3s, 
the evident ſymptoms of decay and diffo- 
lution. It appears,,no .way improbable, 
that the words may have a further refe- 
| G5 t rence 
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rence: to, and be particularly: deſigned to 


_ -eomfort God's. aged; ſervants, who ſhould _ 


live till near, or quite to, the end of the 
captivity ;. as. we hnd. by the book of 
| Ezra ſeveral: did, whoſe eyes ſaw the ruin 
of; the: firſt, and: the dedication. of the ſe- 
_ cond;'\ temple. To: comfort and! animate 
_ their: hearts, who expected/ to. die in a 

ſtrange: land, and were greatly diſtreſſed at 
the remembrance of Zzz, Gon encourages 
them. ſtill; to. hope in, him, with an aflu- 
rance, that He would: be their refuge and 
ſtrength. in Babylon, as well: as Zudea. - 
*. And even. to. your old: Age I am he; and 
even, to hoar hairs, will 1. carry your: 1 
have: made, and. I will bear; even I will 


_ carry. and. wall deliver. you. I ſhall endea- 


vour: to illuftrate, 


FE Govp's Promiſe to his aged Saints It 


the text. 


UH. The Reaſons Bowe ſuggeſted why 
they. ſhould confide in it : and then 
ſhall add a few Reflections upon the whole, 
-1 am, 


I. To open and. illuſtrate Gop's {Bows 


miſe. to. his aged Saints in the text, _ 
; | And 


S. 6 carry his oged Servants. I'21 


And here you wit obſerve, that GoB's 


regard. to: thens, and concern for thetts, 


is expreſſed- iv a variety of phraſes, 'that 
they might have ſtrong colfolation. 1 wil 


carry, bear, and deliver, It rfiay not be 
eaſy to- ſhow the preciſe diſtin meatting 
of each: of theſe words. They" intimate 
in general, that Gop will afford ther 
{uch- aſſiſtances, as theit circumſtances re- 
quire, More particularly, — that He will 
ſupport them under all! their burdens: and 
dilliculties ; — comfort them under-all their 
forrows- and: infirmities z — and finally, de- 
liver them from all their fears- and tribu- 
lations. —— And if theſe thoughts; ard 


the! iNuſtrarions of them, ſhould not: be en- i 


tirely diftinct,, perhaps they may not be 
leſs edifying to thoſe, for whoſe uſe _ 
are principally intended. 


. Gop promiſeth to ſupport them un- 
3 Rh burdens, and carry them thro” 


| their difficulties. 


[ will carry you; The word ſignifies, to 


ſuſtain any preſſure,. or bear any. burden, 


It intimates Gop's readineſs to help them, 


when they. ſeem likely | to be overborne 
5-0 anda 
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and reſſed donhes —— And. " how. many 
e 'byrdens ' of old age. from, with- 
= i From the. world, which. ſtill hangs 
too mich about them... Sometimes, they 
_ are too' fond. of "Its. which is their. fault, 
Sometimes their, circumſtances are | ſuch, 
that they cannot get. rid of its cares and 
hurries, which is their misfortune. But 
| as It 1s a trial appointed by Providence, 
they may expect to be carried. thro' the 
_ difficulties that ſurround them, and be 
ſupported under the burdens that He 
heavy upon them from this quarter. 
Their fellow-creatures are often a bode 
to them. Thoſe with whom they are 
obliged to have dealings of various kinds, 
are apt to impoſe upon them, and take 
advantage of their decays to deceive them. 
Thoſe in whom they place confidence, 
ſometimes diſappoint them ; and fome, 
from. whom they have the higheſt reaſon 
to expeft help and aſſiſtance, , forſake 
them, and prove unkind and _ungrateful 
to them. This is the moſt grievous: bur- 
den, and would be too heavy for them 


to bear, were'it not that . © the eternal God | 


1s thejr refuge, .and. underneath them. are. 
\ ; | | | | his 


” we 
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| bis evertaſti Ing” arms.” Naz y," Events, "Har | in 
the 'vigour of. life would have | given them 
little concern,” and ſcarce have made any. R 
imprefſion' upon their” "minds, now .hang 
as a heavy weight * upon. them; for, .the 
graſs-hopper is a burden.” Every. little thing | 
is ready to overſet_ them. But Gon will, 
carry them, by ſupporting” their ſpirits, 
and putting ſtrength into. them, ſo that, 
they ſhall not faint and ſink. When the, 
lighteſt cares are ready to overwhelm them, ; 
and bulineſs, which requires little thought, 
or application, is too much for them ; 1n- 
this caſe the Lord Jeznovan is their help... 
when they are not able to help them . 
| ſelves; and as their oP is, ſo hall their, . 
frrength be. _s FP IEE AN 


2. He will comfort them under al theit 
infirmities and ſorrows. _ Hot 
1 will bear, ſaith the Almighty. The _ 
word ſometimes fignifies, as. the former | 
did, 'to ſupport and ſuſtain; but more _ 
frequently, to exalt or elevate : and may _ 
denote lifting up the ſoul in joy and com- . 
fort; 'and ſo it may be conſidered, as an 
advance: upon the former thought. '$o- 
lomon, 
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lomonz, in: a; beautiful and emphatical man- 
ner,, deſcribes old: Age, as the evil days, 
ur which: there is. no pleaſure. The fight 
decays; the limbs tremble, the appetite is 
gone, and weariſome days: and- nights: are 
appointed to them. .. Almoſt every aged 
perſon. we ſee and converſe with,. is a 
comment upon his words, The infirmities 
of nature come upon them apace: the 
ſenſes grow weak : the active powers de- 
cay : they need the help or others, almoſt 
as much as in their infancy. And. ſuch 
is. the union, of the ſoul and body, ſuch 
the dependance of the mind upon- the ani- 
mal frame, that. the- ſpirit ſuifers by the 
fleſh, and oftentimes the faculties of the 
| ſoul languiſh, as the bodily powers do. 
Their reliſh for company, buſineſs, and 
pleaſure, is gone, But that 1s not the 
worſt infirmity : for they find their 
thoughts confuled,. their affection to. divine 
things flags, and” they. cannot ſerve Gop 
with ſuch. fixedneſs: of heart, fach warmth 
of zeal and. love, as they have done. 
What they, hear and read quickly. {lips 
away; and their minds are not ſo eahly 
upprefied with divine. truths;: as they have 

former! I o 
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_ formerly: been. In theſe melancholy cir- 
cumftanees, Gop- wilt bear and Zf# up their 
fouks.. He ſometimes, in a wonderful 
manner, ſtrengthens the ' powers of the 
mind, when the body is in the moſt lan- 
ouiſhing- ſtate; and. they enjoy the: light 
off his countenance, when nature 1s moſt 
deeayed, Or, if they have not ſenſible 
manifeſtations of his fayour and love; they 
find, what is perhaps a ſurer ground of 
hope, their "purpoſes for Gop' and his 
ways more fixed; thetr graces 'vizorous, 
and their evidences: for: heaven: clear. i, 


Under: the infirmities of nature, He wilt 
| afford them the confvlations- of religion; 
elevate- their minds aboye the world, and 
al its low- cares and' CONCcerns'; raiſe thenr 
above the trifles of earth and- fenſe, 

ftrengthen- ther faith m hs promiſes, and 
enlighten the eyes of: their underſtandings; 
to-ſee the rich- and glorious inheritance: « of 
the Saints, and' their- own title to-1t, and 
qualification for it, He- will make their 
chambers- of confinement” and afliftion 
comfortable, and- give them foretaſtes- of 
the glory to be revealed. In a-word, they 
will find, as St, Paul did, © that tho? their 
bs outward 
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outward } man "peril, * yet, the”, itward* m; man its 


renewed day by Qay, P/ ne more, b 


2. Gov. will. deliver them. out of all. 


; their fears. and tribulatonsr 0, FI 


© Even LI will carry, and will deliver 


you.” ' Many are the troubles they feel : 
many are thoſe they fear. But * the 


righteous crietth and the Lord heareth . 


him, and delivereth him out of all his 


afflictions.” Many of Gov's aged ſervants, 


thro* the languor of their ſpirits or weak= 
_ neſs of their faith, are continually diſ- 
trefſed with anxious fears of poverty and 


"contempt, of afflictions increaſing upon 


them : leſt they ſhould want before they 
die; leave their families in diſtreſs, or, 
which affe&s them more, left their deſcen- 


dants ſhould behave ſo, as to bring down. 


their gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


But the Lord will deliver them from all 


their fears, and ſtrengthen their hearts. — 
They are liable to many temptations ; and 
Satan'takes” advantage of their infirmiries 
to- buffet and affright them. When they 


read'of Lot, and Solomon, and others, who 
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after 2 long. courſe of. ſeatly. piety,  for- 
| ſook God, or did evil in their , old age, 
it terrifies them, leſt they alſo ſhould 
prove apoſtates; or; after 'a long profeſ- 


hon of religion, ' cauſe the good+ ways of 


. Gop .to be blaſphemed. In this. inſtance 
He | will deliver them; for. as St. Paul 
obſerveth, * Gop is faithful, who. will not 


| futjer. you to be tempted above that Ye 


are able, but will with the , temptation 


make a way to eſcape. F Thro' fear of 


death, ſome of them arc all their life-time 
ſubject to bondage. But Gon who knows 


their hearts, will diſpel their doubts and 


| fears, and make them, with the Apoſtle, 
| aefire to depart and be with Chriſt. — At 
length He will give them complete deljs. 
verance ; ; an everlaſting releaſe from every. 
thing that is painful and diſtrefling. | He, 
will carry them on Angels' wings to the; 
heavenly manſions, and put them in ppſ-. 
ſeſſion of that reſt which ' remaineth, to ,the, 
people of Gov. - Thus have I endea3' 
voured to unfold. this delightful promile.;/ 
and. ſhown you, that Gop here engageth, to. 


lupport his aged ſervants, under. theig bare, 


aens, 
+. Cor., Vs, I 3+, 
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_ dens, — yea, to comfort their hearts under 
all their ſorrows and infirmities, — and at 
length to deliver them from all their fears 
and tribulations.” I proceed, 


Lo the of conſider the Reaſons ſuggeſted 
in the text, why they ſhould confide in. 
this promiſe. 


And 1 hope you will obſerve them, and 
attend to the force of them. He 1s 
your Maker, — He hath been careful of 
you hitherto, — and He is an unchange- 


* able Gop. 


11. He is your Maker. 


tF have maile.: faith He, and 1 will hi, 
This i Is a truth you will readtly aſſent to, 
that Gop made you; formed your bodies 
_ and ſouls. Now, why did He make you, 
| but to communicate happinets to you, that 
you might ſerve him on earth, and be 
for ever with him ? He then, who freely 
gave you life, will of his mercy grant you 
every needfubl good. He will have a re-_ 
gard. to: the work of his own hands, and 
not forſake it. It is. obſervable that when 
 Gop. is moving his People for being 
| ad 


4 6. | carry his aged Servants. : 129 | 


afraid of man, He thus expoſtulates with, 
| them, *© Why forgetteſt thou the Lord ty 
Maker ?* F Gon: made you: . muſt He 
not therefore. be a very wife Being ? Muſt 


He not exactly know the ſtate both of the 


inward and the outward, man? be mth 
' mately acquainted with all your infirmi- 


ties and imperfections, both of body ang. 


mind ? Muſt He not ſee the dangers to: 
which you are hable 1n many creum- 
ſtances, in. which you cannot ſee them 
vourſelves ? ? Muſt He not know all your 


diftreſſes and fears ? And hath nor ſo | 
wiſe a Being an accefs to your: minds, and 
cannot He ſtrengthen, ſupport, and com- = 


fort them ? Can He ever be at a-loſs for 
means to. deliver his people? No: 'be 
aflured of this, that the Lord who gave 
you your being, +. knows. how to. deliver. 


the godly out of their tribulations z* and; 


counter-work all; the aligns: of men or 
_ devils againſt them. Gop made you : 
_ muſt He nat therefore be a very power ful. 
Being? And can any thing be too: bard 
for him? Is any evil ſo great, from 
VinGH: He cannot dehver you? Is any” 


good 


+ Iſa. li. 13. 
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good fo. valuable and. important, that He 
cannot confer upon you? Surely He, who 
raiſed this mortal, frame from common 
duft, can, with. infinite eaſe, ſtrengthen it ; 

remove .its diſorders ;, or, make the ſpirits 
chearful, and cauſe your conſolations to 
abound, as your tribulations do. © Truſt 
in, the Lord for ever, the Lord your Ma- 
ker, who is of great power, whoſe under- 
2 ſtanding 1s: infinite, and in whom is ever- 
lafting frrength.. Another argument is, 


2. He hath been careful of you and. 
kind to you hitherto. 


This is intimated in the text; which 
"-W'S promiſe of continued care and favour ; 
and it is plainly expreſſed in the preceding 
verſe, * Hearken to me, O houſe of Fa- 
cob, which are borne by me from the belly, 
which are carried from the womb.” Gop 
urgeth this as a reaſon, why his ſervants 
ſhould truſt his promules, and ſtill depend 
upon Him. It is He, as David gratefully 
| acknowledges, <* who took you out of the 
womb, made you to hope when you were 
upon your mother's breaſt.” + * I was caſt 
| % upon 

+ Pſalm xxii. 9, 


s. 6. carry hs ages SrVants. R | I41 


ypon "thee from the womb, faith he, thou 
aft *my Gop, from my "mother's belly.” He 


hath been "the guide of your youth ; ; car” 


ried you in the arms of his power ; ; che- 


riſhed you in the boſom of his love; in 


ſix'and in' ſeven troubles preſerved you ; 
ſupported you under'a multitude of evils, 
any one of which had overwhelmed you, 


| if He had not been your help. He hath 
often defended you, even againſt your-. 
ſelves ;, againſt the natural conſequences 


of your own inconſideration and raſhneſs. | 
Have you not reaſon to acknowledge, with 


the aged patriarch Faced, that the Gop of 
your fathers has fed you all your life long 
to this day, and redeemed you from 
evil? F Now, what. ſtronger argument 
can there be, to encourage your faith in _ 
his promiſes, than your long experience + 


of his goodneſs and care ; Z% , recolleing 


all the way the Lord hath led you thro? , 
the wilderneſs? To diſtruſt him, will be | 


peculiarly unreaſonable, _ and highly un- 


grateful ; as if in the long courſe of your . 
lives, you had been independant and felf- . 
ſufficient Creatures, or the mercies of Gop.., 


were 


+ Gen, xlviii, g, 
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were trifling and inſignificant, and nv 
proofs of his power and goodneſs. Holy 
men of old have thought it a very ſub- 
#ſtantial reaſon to eter” faith in- Gop, be- 
cauſe they had long experienced his care. 
So Dav:4 argued in the decline of life, 
© Lord, thou haſt taught me from my 
youth, forfake me not when ſtrength fail- 
eth; thou ſhalt quicken and comfort me 
on every fide. +. So Paul the Aged at- 
 Fued, in his jecond letter to Timothy, 
which was probably the laſt he wrote, 7 
was delivered cat of the mouth of the 
| Hon : and tae 1, Ori hell deliver me from 
| every evil work, and will preſerve me to 
| his heavenly kingdom. F You have found 
ab it good to hope i2 Him hitherto. He 
4 _ hath ſatisfied. your deſires, and often ex- 
| 
| 


ceeded them. Hath He carried you fixty 
or ſeventy years, and will He ceaſe his 
care and withdraw »«his' kindneſs? How 
unreaſonable a concluſion! Gop hath 
been an old. friend to .you;; a - tried 
friend; and you may be affared he will 
never leave you, nor forſake you : eltpe- 
cially when you conkfider, : 


3. He 


+ Pfalm Ixx1.-17,. 20. t'2 Tim. uv; 15. 
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3: 'He TY an unchangeable Gon. 


This ſeems to be rind in that 


phraſe, to your old age 1 am HE. An ex- 
preſſive word, which is elſewhere rendered 
the ſame. Thou art the ſame. F © I am 
He, that I was of old, to the ſaints in for- 


mer generations, and ſhall continue the _ 


ſame thro every ſucceeding age, and not 
like the idols of the heathen, that were 


made | yeſterday, and are deſtroyed to-. 


morrow.” . This proves that Gon 1s the 
proper object of our truſt and confidence. 


He is © the Father of lights, with whom. 


there is #o variableneſs or thadow of turn- 
ing. I am the Lord, ſays he, I change 
ot, therefore the fons of Jeceb are not 


conſamed.*? He hath been the dAWciling- 


place of . his people in a!/ generations, 
Your fathers truſted in him; and you 


have heard wich your ears, and your fa- 


thers have told you, what great things 


He did for them, and in the oll time 
before them. Creatures.change ; but He 
is the face. When men grow old, they 
otten find that their tnends torſake them , 

their 
+ Pſalm *c1i. 27. | 
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their old acquaintance look ſhy on them , 
their children ſometimes turn their backs 


upon them; the world is almoſt weary 


of them, and wiſheth them gone. But 
their Gop is the ſame powerful, wiſe and 
gracious Being, that He ever was. © His 


.arm is -not ſhortened, that He cannot 


ſave; nor his ear heavy, that He cannot 
hear;* nor doth his affection for his 
aged ſervants leflen, It was a remarkable 
ſaying of Cardinal Wolſey, at the cloſe of 
his life; © If 1 had ſerved my Gop, as 


long and as faithfully as I have ſerved 


my prince, He wud not have caſt me 
off in my old age.” Thro? all ſucceeding 
generations the Lord ſhall endure. This 
adds the ftrongeſt ſecurity to his promiſes 


and covenant; and 1s an encouragement 


to his people to hope in Him, whatever 
changes and alterations there may be in 


the world about them; for * his covenant 
will He not break, nor alter the thing 


that is gone out of his lips. In this, 
therefore, you.may rejoice, as the Pſalmiſt _ 


doth, *© this Gop is our Gop, for ever and 


ever, He will be our guide even unto. 
death, ; 


| karryohis axed\erdlaniss: 1 145" 


yin Theſe -are- the reaſohs ſug- 
ceſted 'in- the text, why the aged ſervants 
of: Gop ſhould iconfide in : his almighty 
and/ gracious care. He-is their Maker, — 
He: hath been their ſupporter and bene- 
factor hitherto, — And He 1s an unchange- 
able Gop. | Let me now 'add ſome Re- 
flections from the tubjeRt. 


_ REFLECTIONS. 
'1, How unreaſonable and unbecoming 
is it for aged Saints -to fink under their | 
burdens and infirmuties * 


Be they ever fo many and great, you 
| have the promiſe of Gop to depend upon, 
that He. will bear, and carry, and deliver 
you. It is too common a caſe for Chriſt's 
old diſciples to grow ſorrowful and de- 
jc&ted, and ſpend the concluſion of their 
lives in fretfulneſs and complaining ; 
which renders them. uneaſy to themſelves, 
doubles all their crofſes, deſtroys all their 
comforts, and makes - them burdenſome 
to thoſe about them. But this is a very 
unreafonable and unbecoming diſpoſition ; 
very dithonourable to Gop, whoſe good- 

IH LV 
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neſs you have ſo long and largely taſted : 
It is very injurious to religion, of which 
you ought to be patrons and ornaments, 
and likely to prejudice others againſt it, 
as if, after a /ong trial, you had found 
it to be an uncomfortable, melancholy 
ſervice. Suffer me to expoſtulate with 
you, Fathers, on this head, and to aſk 
you, as Eliphaz did Fob, © Are the con- 
| folations of God ſmall with thee ?* + Do 
all his good and comfortable words carry 
| no meaning in them ?' Doth He intend to 
deceive his creatures, and even his chil- 
dren? Check, then, the firſt appearance. 
of a complaining ſpirit : labour to keep 
up your courage, and maintain your chear- 
| fulneſs. In order to this, have faith in 
_ Gop and his promiſes, eſpecially that pre-. 
cious one, which we have been contem- 
plating. Plead 1t before Gop, and com- 
mit the keeping of your ſouls and the 
diſpoſal of all your inferior concerns to 
him, as a faithful Creator. When your 
heart is ready to be overwhelmed, and 
doubts and fears to get the better of your 
faith, recolle& David's obſervation, © I ſaid 
: | _ this 


+ ſob xv. I1. 
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this is my #firmity, but I will remember. 


the years of the right hand of the moſt 


Thr” T Recollet | the long Experience 
you have had of Gop's ' care and kind- 


neſs; and imitate Abraham, who, when a 


hundred. years old, was: ftrong in faith, 
and ſtaggered- not at the promiſe of Gop 


 thro* unbelief, |; © Fear not, for He will ; 
be with you ; be not diſmayed, for He is * 


your God; He will | trengthen you, yea, 
He will help you, yea, He will uphold 


you with the right hand of hs righteouſ-. 


neſs F And may his: ſpirit help your 
infirmities, and ſtrengthen your faith; and 


then you will find his promiſes on 


joy and ſong amidſt your pilgrimage, 
| and a cordial to ſupport you, when fleſh 


and heart faileth. In this circumſtance 


I heartily with your ſouls and, mine may 
be in the ſame frame, as that of a pious 


Scotch miniſter, who, being aſked by a 


| friend during his laſt illneſs, whether he 
| thought himſelf dying; anſwered, © Real- 


: ly, friend, T care not whether I am- or 
| not; for if I die, I ſhall be with Gop, 
and if I live, He will be with me.” 


H 2 19 2. Aged 


+ Pſalm lxxvii. 10. t 1fa. xli. 10. 
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_ 2. Aged Saints are under great obli- 
gations to Gop, and ſhould be faithful 
unto death. 

You are under innumerable obligations 
to Gop, as your creator, preſerver, and 
benefattor; as the guide of your youth, 
and the ſtay of your advancing years. 
You are under the higheſt obligations to 
| him for Chriſt and the promiſes; for all 
the operations of his grace upon your 
hearts, and all the diſplays of his love, 

_ faithfulneſs and, immutability. What then 
 _ doth the Lord require of you, but. that 
you hold faſt that which you have, and 
goon to perfection ? If you expect theſe 
ſupports and conſolations, proceed VIgo- 
rouſly in the ſervice of Gop ; and let not 
your infirmities be made an excuſe for 
negligence and ſloth. It 1s your duty to 
bring forth fruit in old age. Labour to 


' maintain the ſeriouſneſs and ſpirituality of 


your devotions, tho* your thoughts may 
not be ſo regular, nor your affe&ions ſo 
| lively, as they have been. Let your hoary 
heads never be ſpotted with any fin, but 


found in the way of righteouſneſs ; and 
£) then 
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then they will be crowns of glory to you. 
Conſider what . you can do for the honour | 
of Gop, and the intereſt of religion : 


| how you can ſhow your gratitude to 


Gop, and your love to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. If Gop giveth you ſtrength and 
ability for active ſervices, abound in 
them; for death is at hand. If you can- 
not atorify him by active ſervices, labour 
to adorn and recommend religion, by pa- 
tience and reſignation to his will, and. by 


_ quietly waiting for his ſalvation. Show 


to the riſing generation the knowledge of 
Gop, his wonderful works for you, for 
your fathers, for his church; and be 


| teachers of good things z that you may 
leave a ſavour of religion, whenever you 


quit the ſtage. Thus, Fathers, ſhould 
your laſt days be employed, and then 


you will be uſeful even to the cloſe of 


hte. Thus will you finiſh your race with 


honour and joy, and, thro* the riches of . 


divine grace, receive a diſtinguiſhed re-_ 
ward from the Gop, whom you have 
fauhfully ſerved. 


H a '3. Young 
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3 Young perſons ſhould chuſe Gon, 
as the guide of their youth, if they de 
fire that He ſhould be the 8.5 50k and 
comfort of their age. 


To you, who are young, - our text 
ſpeaks; and if you defire to have Goo 
_ for your friend and helper, amidſt the 
_ temptations and ſorrows of life, the decays 
of nature, and the attacks of death, you 
muſt ſecure an intereſt in him now, - by 
repentance and faith in the Redeemer , 
by devoting yourſelves to his ſervice, and. 
ſpending your days in his fear. Remem- 
ber your Creator in the days of your 
youth, before thoſe evil days come, in 
which there is no pleaſure; no earthly 
pleaſure : nothing but the pleaſure of a 
good conſcience, of reviewing a life ſpent 
in ſerving Gop, | and chearful hope of 
| approaching happineſs. This will be the 
ſtay. and ſtaff of old age, and delight the 
ſoul, when nothing elſe can. If you 
deſire this, let habits of ſerious, lively 
devotion be contra&ted while young : 
ſtock of religious qualities and diſpoſi- 
tions laid up, in the mind, that may be 

improved 
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improved and ſtrengthen as long as you 
live, — But if you ſpend your youth in_ 
vanity and fin, in frolick and trifles, with- 
out habituating yourſelves to devotion, 
ſelf-denial, and heavenly-mindedneſs, what 


| a miſerable old age will you have of it! 


« If the former part of your life hath 
been vanity, the latter end. of it can be 
nothing but. vexat10n of ſpirit” The mind 
will be craving and reſtleſs : it can neither 
look backward nor forward with pleaſure, 
but will be full of uneaſineſs, ſpleen and 
remorſe.; diſſatisfied with itſelf, and out 
of humour with every thing elſe. Gop 
will ©. write bitter things againſt you, and 
make you to poſſeſs the iniquities of your. 


_ youth.% Believe it, young friends, old age 


is a burden heavy enough of 7t/ef, with- 
out the ſtings of a guilty conſcience, the 
reflection of having ſerved divers luſts 
and - pleaſures, and the want of ſome 
pious, faithful, tender friends to lighten 
the burden. It will. be ſad indeed to haye 


[none to converſe with in thoſe circum- 


ſtances, but Gop and your own conſcience, 
and neither of them at peace with you: 
—— It you neglect religion now, habits 
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of vice will be fo! fixed. in the ſoul, that 
it will be very difficult, next to mpoſſ- 
ble; to root them out. Old age is a ſea- 
ſon of life, * not very apt to learn, and 
much: leſs apt to unlearn.” Beſides, is 
' there not | conſiderable reafon to doubt, 
whether Gop will accept the dregs of your 
life, when the prime and vigour of it 
have been with-held from him ; yea, em- 
ployed to affront him ? — If you are ever 
fo ſerious and good, when you grow old, 
| you can do comparatively little for Gop 
in thoſe days of weakneſs and affliction. 
I remember to have read of an old man, 
who, being converted in the decline of 
hfe, ordered this to be inſcribed on his 
tomb-ſtone, * Here lies an old man of 
ſeven years of age.” So many years he 
had been religious : and he reckoned that 
| he had hved no longer, than he had lived 
religiouſly : and indeed, living in plea- 
| fure, or for worldly ends, is not living ; 
ll it is rather death. —I ſpeak, you fee, 
upon the preſumption of your living to 
i" be old; but can you depend on that, 
Il  -when © you know not what ſhall be on. 
| the morrow? All fleſh is graſs, All the 
| Ha x ax 
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plory of man,* health, \ſtrength, beau- 


ty, all fade. It is vain ito talk of what 


you will do, and how good you will be 


when you are old ; ſince this night your 


| ſouls may be required of you. Make haſte 


* then, and delay not to keep Gop's com- 
 mandments, I conclude all with that ſo- 


tema exhortation of Solomon, which fuits 


perſons of every age, © Whatſoever thy 


| hand findeth to do, do 7t with thy might, 
for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wiſdom, in "_ each whi- 
ther thou goeſt, + 


+ Eccl. ix. 10, 
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DISCOURSE. Vit. 


"_ —— 


EIT 's Journey thro”. the FTI an 
Emblem of the Chriſtian? J State on 
Earth. 


Nunnezs X. 12. 


And the children of Iſrael took their jour- 
nies out of the wilderneſs of Sinait; and 
the cloud reſted in the wilderneſs of 

Paran, | es Wy 


H E Apoſtle Paul obſerves, * That 
the things, which happened to 1/-ae! 

in the wilderneſs, happened to them for 
enſamples, or types and patterns to us ; 
and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are 
come.* F The ſacred writers ſometimes 
allude to their caſe ; reter- to their deli- 
verance from Egypt, as an emblem of the 
chriſtian's deliverance from: the ſlavery - of 

TO, | 7 fin 
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fin and Satan; and their entrance upon 


Canaan, as an emblem of the heavenly 


ſtate, which all the people 'of Gop ſhall 
poſſeſs. So that I think, my brethren, 
I am ſufficiently juſtified in conſidering | 
their journies and ſtations in the wilder- 
neſs, as an emblem of the ſtate of .Goy's 


people, while they are paſling thro* this _ 


world. This will give us a very natural 
and inſtruftive idea of human life, and 


ſome important hints of caution and en- 
_ couragement, particularly adapted to the 


circumſtances of aged chriſtians. 
 Aﬀter Gop had delivered 1/ae! from 


Ezypt, he appointed them to wander forty 


years, in the wilderneſs; that he might 
puniſh their diſobedience, cure them of 


the idolatry which they had been infe&ted 


with in Zgypt, give them time to learn 


the laws and ceremonies which He had 
enjoined them, and train them. up, by 
ſubjection and diſcipline, for driving out. 


the wicked Canaanites, whoſe land they 


were to poſſeſs. They had continued long 


near mount Sinaz, where the law was 
gen; and the text tells us, that © they 


took their Journies out of the wilderneſs 
H 6. --6[ 
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of Sinai, and the cloud, which dire&ed 
their march, reſted in the wilderneſs of 
Patan, where they were to encamp. This 
wilderneſs - of Paran was a vaſt deſart; 
' it was eleven days journey over ; and moſt 
of their ſtations, tho? called by particular 
names, were in that wilderneſs. + So that 

we may naturally conſider their ſtate du- 
ring this period, as an emblem of the. 
_ Chriſtian's ſtate while 07 earth. The ſub- 
; ze&t of our diſcourſe, therefore, will be 
_this. Reflection, that my 


While we are in this world we are e paſ 
fing thro' a wilderneſs ; and our removes 
in it are only from one wilderneſs to 
another, 


| The chriſtian is travelling from: Egypt, 
from ſpiritual ſlavery, to the heavenly Ca- 
naan, and all his journey is thro! a-wit 
derneſs. The men of this world will ob- 
| Je&t to, and diſlike, the compariſon, be- 
cauſe the world is. their portion, their all. 
But thoſe, whoſe chief buſineſs and go- 
verning deſire 1s to' get to heaven, and 


who have their converſation there, will 
acknow- 
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give us the ſame account of it. - 


S.}. thro the Wilderneſs. 157. 
acknowledge the emblem to 'be juſt, wilt 
dwell on it with pleaſure, and derive in- 
ſtruction from it. The juſtice of this 


_refletion will appear from ſeriouſly con- 


ſidering, that the preſent ſtate is to the 
true chriſtian, on many accounts, an un- 
comfortable, — a dangerous, — and an un- 
ſettled ſtate. —— This world is like a 
wilderneſs, as, ff Ed 


It is an uncomfortable ftate. 


The wilderneſs was ſo to Iſrael, both on 


_ account of the inconveniencies they met 


with in it, and the goodneſs of the coun- 
try to which they were going, and where 
they deſired and longed to be. The wil- | 


derneſs of Paran was a dry, ſandy deſfart. 
It is called in ſcripture, * A terrible wil- 


derneſs, a land of deſarts and pits, a land 
of drought, and of the ſhadow of death, 
a land that no man paſſed thro', and 
where no man dwelt.' F And travellers 
- Such 
is earth to: the people of Gop. Their 
ſtate here is repreſented in ſcripture as a 


_ Pilgrimage ; they are Rangers and /0- 


Journers 
+ Jerem. it. 6, 
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* Journers on earth: few and evil are the. 
days of their pilgrimage ; yea, they are 
full of trouble. The temptations which 
ſurround them ; the body of death which 

cleaves to them; fin and corruption that 
{till dwell in them, are their greateſt bur. 
dens, and make - their journey toulſome, 
Afictions and troubles of various kinds, 
too many to be reckoned up, are a pain- 
ful exerciſe, from which they are ſeldom 
' free. Bodily diforders hinder them from 
ative ſervice and comfortable enjoyment. 
Their diſappointed hopes and  expecta- 
_ tions diſtreſs their minds, and ſpoil their 
: pleaſure, The want of earthly enjoyments 
1s their uneaſineſs, and oftentimes their 
reproach : and if they have much of the 
world, it is ſo far from making them 
happy, that it encreaſes their cares and 
anxieties. —— They have many vexations 
from their fellow-travellers; from thoſe 
of the ſame tribe; and ſometimes from 
thoſe. of the ſame tent and family. They 
would be ſerviceable to others; but e-_ 
ther have it not in. their power, or others 
will not permit or receive their friendly 
attempts; and they often meet with bale. 
= ON 22G | 5-0 
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and ungrateful returns for real ſervices. 
 —— The darkneſs of their own minds, 
to' which it is owing that they know ſo 
little of Gop, -of Chriſt, of themſelves, 
of religion and a future ſtate, is a grie- 
yance -to- them; and the imperfection of 
their own graces giveth them many ſor- 
rows of heart. — They have various com- 
 forts- indeed ; but theſe have all ſome alloy 
or mixture, And the nobleſt pleaſures 
they find on earth are not the natural 
growth. of the ſoil; nor will any culti- 
vation of art produce them : they are 
ſent down immediately from ' heaven,” as 
_ the mana was . upon the Iſraelites, or 
drawn out of unlikely obje&s, by the. 

providence or grace of Gop, as the water 
was fetched out of - the wok for Iſrael. ſi 
Thro* ſuch a wilderneſs they. are tra- 
velling,” where painful circumſtances are 
every day occurring. In this wildernefs 
their carcaſſes muſt fall; for they are 
under the general ſentence of mortality; 
and there is no hope that their caſe wilt 

be much better, till they are quite paſt 


It. - This world is like a wilderneſs, 
foe 


-2 Ie -- 


. and often deſtroyed the helpleſs travellers, 
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1 is a dangerous ate. 


= Tala to the Chriſtian's virtue and 
peace, to the life and health of his ſoul, 
which are the main things that he regards 

and purſues. 1/rae! found the wilderneſs 
| of Paran dangerous, as well as uncom- 
fortablez not only deſtitute of all ſuit- 
able ſupplies, but beſet with enemies. It 
is called, © a woſte howhing wilderneſs,” + 
referring to the many ravenous beaſts, that 
prowled about it with hideous howlings, 


It is alſo called, © a great and ferrible 
wilderneſs, wherein were fiery ſerpents and 
ſcorpions ,* F and by thele many of the 
Iſraelites were deſtroyed. They alſo met 
with ſome formidable human enemies ; | as 
 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king 
of Baſhan ;, and were deſtroyed by - ſome 
_ of the allurements of Balaam and - Balak. 
- In this reſpect, it is a lively emblem 
of the caſe of the Chriſtian while on 
earth. His virtue is 1n continual danger 
from many quarters. — His own appe- 
rites and paſſions often lead him into fin. 
| The 


t Deut. xxxii. 10. 0 Deut.. Viil. 15, 
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| The pleaſures of the wilderneſs, imperfect 


as they are, tend to ſeduce him frem Gop 
and his duty; being ſuited to the lower 
part of his nature, and ſtrongly recom- 
mended by the language and practice of 
others. — He ſeldom goeth into company, 
but he is in ſome peril from it. He is 
in danger of being infected by the bad 
examples, cuſtoms and manners of the 
age ; which faſhion ſanCtifies and enforces, 


againſt the authority and law of - Gop. 


The allurements of the world are much 
more dangerous than its terrors ; as 1jraet 


ſuffered more by Balaam's curled advice 


to corrupt their principles and morals, . 
than they could have done by Balak's 
hoſtile attack. In this wilderneſs there 
are many beaſts of prey in human ſhape; 
who labour to corrupt innocence, and 
are glad to ſully any worthy character, — 
But the Chriſtian hath not only fleſh and 
blood to contend with, bur principalities | 
and powers. Satan, the old deceiver, 


_ watcheth to gain advantage over him : 


now he lies in wait like a ſcorpion, that 


| he may bite him unawares ; now he goeth 


about like a pentes & lion, ſeeking whom 
- he 


162 The Chriſtian's Journey 5. 7. 


he may devour and. ſwallow -up at once, 
Yea, he ſometimes finds enemies among 
his friends, even in his own houſhold, 
who would perſuade him ' that he is too 
ſtrict and ſcrupulous, or too active; and 
| fo would weaken his ſtrength, leſſen his 
_ zeal, and beguile him of his reward. He 
may feel the truth of an obſervation of 
Dr. Lucas; * It is not ſeldom feen, that 
| the friends of our boſom are the greateſt 
enemies of our ſouls.” In ſhort, his whole 
life is a ſtate of warfare; he muſt carry 
on the combat againſt numerous enemies | 
thro* life, and endure to the end. Once 
more, NEL ae 


3. It is an unſettled ſtate; ſubjet to 
continual changes and alterations. 
 Jfrael removed from the wilderneſs of 
Sinai to the wilderneſs of Paran. Tho' 
"they journeyed from place to place, ſtill 
it was in the wilderneſs. Thus all our 
' removes and changes, tho' we expect they 
| will be for the better, are only from one 
wilderneſs to another. This may be 1]- 
- Juſtrated by obſerving, — that we move 
| from one age to another, — from one place 
hy _ 
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to another, — from one condition to ano- 
ther; but ſtill it is in a wilderneſs, and 
care and trouble will attend us 1n every 
remove. 


' We are moving from one age to ano- 
ther; - 


And each is a wilderneſs.” * Childhood 
and youth. are vanity,” generally ſpent in 
that which 1s inſignificant and unprofit- 
able; and there are few circumſtances in 
that period, which give us pleaſure in the 
reflection, When we properly enter upon 
life, cares and . anxieties ſeize upon us z 
and we eagerly engage in ſome purſuits, 
which in riper years we fee to have been 
fooliſh. We promiſe ourſelves. much from 

the next ſtage: that we ſhall have got 
| Into a good track of buſineſs; that our 
work will be eaſy and our ſucceſs ſure ; and 
that this, with the pleaſure of encreaſing 
connections and a growing family, will 
overbalance our cares. But we find that 
we have only got further into the wilder- 
_ neſs; and ſometimes ſay, © the former days 
= were better than theſe.” We then pleaſe 
= ourſelves with hope that we ſhall enjoy | 


ROS 


' repoſe in the advance of life, and that 
comfort us after all our toil and labour, 
expected. Perhaps the capacity for reliſh- 
ing what we have gained 1s almoſt gone, 

| boft., Then come on the evil days, in 


road becomes more burdenſome than ever, 
fo that we can hardly drag the: poor re- 


all their infirmities, have fometimes the 


of them. Every age' hath its peculiar 
_ cares and burdens, and, as Moſes faith of 


years as a tale that is told.” + Further, 


_— 
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Place to another. 


courſe of their lives, been removed from 
-- one town | and ſettlement to another, 
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thoſe who have been long our care, wilt 


But ſome circumſtance or other often ari- 
ſeth to deſtroy or leſſen the comfort we 


and our former adtivity and vivacity are 
which we ſay, there is no pleaſure. The | 


mains of life along 1t ; and the Aged, with 


mortification to fee their youngers weary 


Iſrael in the wilderneſs, © we ſpend our 


We are ſometimes moving from one _ 


There are few perſons but have in the 


Some- 
+ Pſalm xc, 9. 


- 
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Sometimes the providence of Gop directs 
us to change our place, as the cloud 
pointed out the motions and ſtations of 
the camp of J/rael. We are naturally 
fond of the place of our birth, or the 
place where we have ſpent our youth, or -- 
been for any time fixed ; uſe hath recon- 
ciled us to the inconveniencies of it, and 
even turned ſome of them into pleaſures. 
Old acquaintance and connections are 
agreeable; and we are ready to ſay with 
Job, * I ſhall dic in my neft;* and ex- 
pe&t to be buried among our own people. 
But providence moves us to ſome diftant 
ſettlement. — Perhaps diſappointment in 
our buſineſs and ſchemes obligeth us to 
ſeek another ſphere of a&tion, by which 
our youthful intimacies are broken off. 
Or, if we continue on the ſame ſpot, our 
friends are removed ; and whole families, 
that we loved, and with whom we took 
{weet counſel together, are ſcattered. — 
It ſometimes happens, that perſons are 
ſcarcely fixed in a new ſtation, and got 
over the difficulty and trouble of a re- 
move, but a route, as it is called, comes 
an order from heaven, and they muſt 


march  - 


| V% 
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march away. to another place. Some un- | 
_ foreſeen, unexpected inconveniencies ſpring 
up, where we intended to fix for lite, 
_ and oblige us to think of another ſtation. 
| Perhaps providence leadeth - us into. trou- 
| ble, becauſe we are too- ſecure in our _ 
| peace, and not ſufficiently thankful for it. 
— Some perſons, after they have been 
lofg hurried and vexed with worldly cares 
and perplexities, get to a more olitary 
ſtation, and hope to ſpend the reſt of 
their days in quiet : : and then they are 
forced back again into the hurries of the 
world. There are many who quit their 
place and. calling without need, and go 
contrary to the plaineſt intimations of 
providence ; ;- they are never eaſy long 
in any place; - never long |pleaſed with 
any buſineſs or connettions : : thus they 
multiply their own troubles. There arc 
different cares and ſorrows in different 
places; bur cares and forrows are the 
growth of- every place; for every place 
is a wilderneſs. Men fly from ſerpents, 
and get among ſcorpions ; and change a 
ſandy defart for. a marſhy one. _So that 
we may acknowledge the juitice of that 

ſaying 


5 of an Jinn, * Where-ever thou 
goeſt, croſſes will follow thee ; - for where- 
ever thou goeſt, thou carrieſ moſelf with 
thee,” Further, 


'We are changing from | one condition 
to. another. | 


The ſtate of our. affairs, « our bodies and 
our connections, 18 continually changing. — 
Men's worldly circumſtances riſe and fall ; 
they are brought low ; they are exalted , 
they go out full, and return empty, and 
then the world ſmiles upon them again. 
But riches are oftentimes as troubleſome 
as poverty, and bring more temptations, 
cares and vexations with them. We ex- 
pect perhaps to be eaſy and happy in ſome 
new habitation; and after much pains 
_ and expence to make it handſome and 
_ convenient, we find that no walls will keep 
out trouble, and no ornaments ſecure per- 
 petual eaſe and quiet of mind. — Health 
and- ſickneſs, as well as proſperity and ad- 
verſity, are ſet one over againſt the other. 
We ſometimes groan unger acute pain, 
or languiſh with pining ſickneſs. When 
health and eaſe are reitored, ſome new 

Ciforder 
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diforder ſoon attacks us; or, if we conti- 
' nue vigorous and chearful for along time 
together, we begin to ſee that there is ſome 
truth in the poet's words, that * Health 
for want of change becomes diſeaſe,” — 
We enter on new relations in life, and 
promiſe ourſelves much from them z; but 
till it -1s a wilderneſs: if we have new 
pleaſures, we have new «cares and ſor- 
rows; and if we double our joys, we 
double our griefs too. — In every ſtage | 

of the wilderneſs, we leave ſome of our 
relations and friends behind us, the prey 
of the great and univerſal deftroyer, Death, 
and find the reſt of the journey more tire- 
ſome and dangerous, for want of their aſ- 
ſiſtance and company. — Some are con- 
fined long in; the wilderneſs, beyond the 
uſual period of human life. Sometimes 
they think themſelves - near the country, 
for which they are bound ; and then, like 
Tſrael, they are turned back again, and 
have many more years to wander, - Their 
burdens grow heavier, and their pleaſures 
leſs; and nothing in the wilderneſs can 
ſupport them : nothing but religion, and 


the hope 'of Lan to Canaan at laſt. 
1 TS, 


| kind; even of good men). yea, the beſt of 
men, with regard to many of theſe things, 


fare as others do; as Moſes and Aaron 


ſuffered with their rebellious - brethren. 


Thoſe who are got but alittle way into - wo 


the wilderneſs, may think the repreſenta- 


tion ſtrained. They have my. beſt wiſhes, 


that they may find it ſo; and that their 
Journey. may be as pleafunt, as Is _conſi\- 
tent with their end being peace. But I 


| believe the experience of moſt perſons, - 
eſpecially of the Aged, confirms what I. 


have been ſaying. And I _ heartily Pray 
that it may diſpoſe us to receive thoſe 
uſeful inſtructions, which this idea of 
human life ſuggeſts, and which it is my 
buſineſs now to recommend to you. - 


APPLICATION. 


i, Let-us be thankful, that we have 7 


ſo many comforts n the wilderneſs, 


Far be it from me ro ſuggeſt, that it 


is all gloomy and dreary. The: wilder- 


neſs was not fo to Ira. They met with 
many. pleaſant ſpots, ſome palm trees and 


wells y. Water. XF hag had Moſes and 
| TI 


4 Exod. XV, 27. 
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This, my beethiea.” 1s the ſtate of man- 


Aaron 
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; Aaron with them ; - ,were well guided and 
guarded, and fed and' clothed. ., Their 

poſterity were often reminded of God's 
favours to their F athers there, and thank- 

_ fully acknowledged them. So, at .a ſo- 
. lemn faſt kept in Nehemial:s time, the 

| Levites acknowledged, | « Thou in thy ma- 

_ nifold mercies, forſookeſt them not in the 
wilderneſs : the. pillar . of the cloud de- 
parted not from them by day, to lead 
them in the way ;z _ neither the pillar of fire 

| | by night, to ſhow. them light, and the way 

|| wherein they ſhould g9: yea, forty years 

|| _ didſt thou ſuſtain themin the wilderneſs, ſo 
| that they lacked nothing.” + — And this, 
| bleſſed be Gop,. is our caſe. He giveth us 
bread to.cat, and raiment to put on. We 

| are not indeed fed and clothed by miracle, 

yet we. are by Providence; and this 

| _ thought is to a pious mind very delight- 

--, +ful. . God; .crowneth , the . year with his 

 Þ goodnels. Our conneCtions with one ano- 

| ther are a ſource of daily pleaſure. Our 

| compaſſionate feelings, ſocial affettions and, 
meetings, and- friendly offices, take oft the 
| burdenſomeneſs of the , way. We have, 
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_ as it 'were,! Moſes with us, #4 a law-giver 
_ \govertiour: : we 'are not" expoſed 'to 
ſavage, arbitraty power} but have our 
liberties 'fenced* about” with good - laws. 
We have Gov's'' word to be our guide 
and our comfort.” '\We have! the heavenly 
-maiina;;' that bread from- heaven, of which, 
whoſoever eateth, will-not only enjoy pre-_ 
ſent nouriſhment and* delight, but live for 


ever. "The" Tfazlites drank of the rock 
that followed them, © and that rock was 


Chriſt, typical of the ſpiritual bleſſings oo 


he beſtows on his people, to refreſh them © 
in their travels thro* the wilderneſs. Gop 
oives us alſo,” as he did to them in the 
WHICTIERR, © his good ſpirit to infſtrut 
us.*+ -'We have Aaron with us; the. 
Lord's prieſts and miniſters” to preſide over 
our religious afſemblies. We, have days of 
holy reft and ſolemn - feaſts, and various 
exerciſes and ordinances to ſtrengthen and 
revive our hearts ; and *© with joy we may 
_ draw water out of theſe wells of ſalyation.* 
Hitherto hath the Lord borne us up -in 
the wilderneſs : and it becomes us to re- 
member all the way he hath led - us, that 
EET I 2 IS, 
+ Neh, IX, 20, | 
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we may be thankful unto him and bleſs 
| his name. © Let the wilderneſs lift up its 
_ voice, and the 04g Rthc thereof give 
glory unto the Lord.* +. 


BEG Let us be patient. and contented | 
6 under the evils of | ol 


And for this plain reaſon, becauſe it is. 
fin that hath turned the world into a wil- 
derneſs, * Why was 1frae! condemned to 
wander in the great and terrible wilder- 
neſs, but becauſe they were a perverſe 
and rebellious people, who tempted and 

provoked the moſt high ? . Sin hath fpoil- 
cd the beauty, and blafted the glory of 
the creation. Amidſt all our ſufferings, 
we are only feeling the natural conſe- 
quences or juſt punthment of fin; and 
*this wilderneſs is much more comfortable 
than our iniquities deſerve. — Let us far- 
| ther conſider, that ſome of the evils of it 
are wiſely and kindly allotted to us, to 
prevent our being too fond of it, and 
ſeeking reſt and happineſs in it, ſhort of 
Canaan : and: we read Gop's merciful in- | 
tention towards us, in what was ſaid to 


apps + He led thee. rot the great and 
f terrible 
mY Iſa. all; TH 
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terrible wilderneſs, that. he might humble 
thee and prove thee, to do thee good at thy 
latter end,” + to diſcipline and train thee 
' for a happy ſettlement in the heavenly 
country. Let us then expect trouble, 
never raiſe our expectations too high from, 
[nor be too fond of, any place, habita- 
- tion, circumſtance or conneCtion ; for the 

more we expect from the world, the more 
ſhall we be diſappointed. This caution 
is eſpecially neceſſary for Youth, | Let us | 
never look for a complete or a durable 
happineſs here. When troubles come, let 
us guard our hearts, that they be not 
impatient and rebellious againſt Gop. It 
was monſtrous condut in T/7ael, * to 
provoke the moſt High in the wilderneſs,” 

where they were ſuffering for their ſins. 
* Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them 
murmured, and were deſtroyed of the 
deſtroyer.” To prevent this, think of the 
goodneſs and mercy, that follows you in_ 
every ſtage and circumſtance. And eſpe- 
cially look unto Feſus, who ſpent fo many 
years in this wilderneſs ; and, having left | 
his | original glory, and being perfectly 
E-4:: TP 


+ Deut. viii. 16, 


174 TION - be Criſtians es "> * 


holy, felt- more! from: its inconveniences, 
_ than. we can. do; He: hath traverſed the 
_ defart before' you, and 'left behind the 
print -of- his © feet, ' In. the way in which 
: Chrift, hath+ gone, never complain ; and it 
the path+bez:.yvough; conſiders your - fore- 
rumer.' Do: not.,be impatient | becauſe the 
journey is. long andtedious. - Remember 
what the Pſalmiſt/ faithg: of: Iſrael's march 
thro* the wilderneſs, +, He led-them forth 
by the right way.' + Tho? it: was round- 
about and-uncamfortable, -it was ſtill he 
right way: God. always leads his people the 
right way.z the beſt way to their heavenly 
habitation, -tho* it may; not ſeem to them 
. the neareſt and. the moſt comfortable : and 
_ therefore, inſtead of, murmuring, — 
_ to *: go 0n- their way rejoicing. 
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Let us earneſtly ſeek and hope for 
the preſence of Gor with us in this wil- 
erneſs ; A. and. that vill be Lg thing 


" was the Toa pane hennions ak I: By 
wg that * to them pertained the glory; ' | 


the ſoining Slowd, that was a pi keart or 
Mi aft 2301 0579; - emblem 
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| emblem: of the divine preſence with them : 1k 
this went before them in'/ their- Journies 
and reſted, as'the' text tells 'us,' in. the 
wilderneſs . of Paran; | This cloud' attend- 
ed them 'by day toi dire their -motions, 
ſkreening them from theheat of the ſun 
in thoſe ſandy lands”: and it appeared as a 
pillar- of fire by-night, to caſt a light and 
warmth about them; and it might alſo ter- - 
rify and keep. off wild. beaſts. We are not 
to. 1expect any ſuch ſenſible manifeſtations 
of the divine-: preſence. with us: but we 
have. many gracious . promiſes,. that Gov 
will guide and: defend his people; that 
* if in all our- ways we acknowledge him, 
he will dire our paths; that he! will, 
order the ſteps of good men; that they 
ſhall be led - by his Spirit ; that he will 
be a ſun and ſhield to them.” And it is 
obſeryable, that theſe promiſes are often 
made in figurative expreſſions, taken from 
the cloud of glory in the wilderneſs ; par-. 
ticularly Tjaiah ſaith, © The Lord: will 
create upon every dwelling-place of mount 
$!0u, and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and 
a /moak by day, and the Shining of a flaming 
fire F: might 3 for upon all the ory ſhall _. 
CO SITE | be 
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be a defence,” + Let us therefor daily 
aſk his preſence, guidance and defence; 
_ commit ourſelves to his care, and follow 
the leadings of -his providence : for no- 
thing can be more comfortable than to 
"ſee Gop, as it were, going before us in 
_ our affairs and ſettlements, and eſpecially 
our important changes in life, It us 
| look to him to guard us from every ene- 
my ; eſpecially from the fery ſerpent, that 
would- poiſon and deſtroy our fouls. His 
help is to be obtained by living near to 
' him, in the exerciſe of faith and devotion. 
And if we have the light of his counte- 
nance with us, it will make * the wilder- 
neſs like Eden, and the defart like the 


- garden of the Lord, 


621% Let us rejoice in the views ; of the 
| heavenly Canaan, and ny prepare 
oY SET 


. © We, faith the Apoſtle, CA be. © 
lieved, do enter -into reſt; for to us the 


good tidings of reſt are preahed, as well 


as to them, even a reſt that remaineth 


to the pore” of Gop.” T We are now 
in 


4 Ifk, iv. 5. | 7-H Ie 2z &c. 


8.59. thro the Wilderneſs. 1757 
in the wildetneſs : but there is a better 
country, even a heavenly one,. before us, 
to which we are travelling. — This 1s. 
uncomfortable ; but there is no want, no 
inconvenience, no. fin, no ſorrow there. — 
This 1s dangerous; but no enemy ſhall 
come near that ſacred abode : Satan and 
wicked men are for ever baniſhed from 
it; no more to tempt or terrify the peo- 
ple of Gon. — This "is unſettled; but. 
there his T/rael find a ſettled. reſt, and ſhall 
be made * pillars in the. houſe of Goo, to 
g0 out.no more.” That ſtate is ' ſubje&t 
to no changes,. but from better to better ; 
from one on ca of happineſs to another. 
— Let us be thankful, my brethren, that 
ſuch a reſt, and ſuch a ſtate, is revealed 
and promifed. to us: that we are not to. 
live always; not to wander. endleſsly in _ 
this wilderneſs. We may, by reading the 
word and mixing faith. with it, view the 
good land, which. Gop intends for our 
everlaiting portion.; and ſee ſomething 
of the length and breadth, the bulineſs 
and felicity of it. But let us, as the 
Apoſtle exhorts, * fear, leſt a promiſe. 
being left us -of entering into his reſt, 
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97, of 6s thowld' tome ſhort bf | "i 
ur to Ehter« into that teſt, left any 
: bl Aer: the "Time exarnple” of un- 
"ict" as the Tirathites. © With many of 
. them Gov” was dif pleaſed, and 'they were 
© overthrown in the "Vikdertiefs and never 
entered” Canaan. 11 "Wiitrefvre, "Jet him, 
that thinks he ftands;! take heed left he 
fall. £ Let us not tuft” after evil things, | 
Wo” nz they luſted ;/ ; nor be coyetous and eager 
mn our 7 elites of earthly Eyoyments'; ; for 
Gov. "may, as In their caſe,” © grant our. 
requeſt, and ſend Tearineſs into ovr ' fouls.” + 
Tet. us not. idolize this world ; - nor 1n- 
_qulge, any (criminal paſſions ; nor temps 
_ Chri ht, beſt we be deſtroyed, as they were. 
et. our "converfariph be "in -heaven : and 
"ex. the believing views'of it reconcile us 
to this weariſome pilgrimage, and comfort 
- us. under all our forrows. A few ftages 
more, and we ſhall make a final remove 
to the heavenly land, of which it may be 
faid, more truly than of Canaan, that it 
1s the glory of all lands. F — Indeed Fordas 
1s in the way; death's cold flood divideth 


| this good land from = wilderneſs. But 
T ,+.* that 


+. Pralm Cv. 1 "I 2 Exek. xx. 6. 
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.that Gov, :who. hath. ed, us up RO and 
is our Gop (for. eyer,, wil "he our. guide | 
unto, death,. and, thro? at,. and ; Nak e our | 
. paſſage fafe.and comforn le, nd. when 
we are:once ,got thr Ws all. forrows,, dan- 
 gers \and -fears,.. js. ” SOT OT: Sa 
our wants will. be - fupphlie tour 
, deſires; and gx They, ay To 
There we ſhall ſee reaſon to acknowled; oe, 
.,as a holy man did, Juſt, before he epi, 
,that,, *. He believed... he could not have 
gone... to . heaven, Fithout, every _ affliction 
fo which he had endured.* - Come on, then, 
.my fellow-pilgrims, and let not * our-ſouls, _ 
like Urger's,, be diſcouraged becauſe of the 
- Wayz'Þ+ but © give thanks unto the Lord, 
\ for he.is good ; ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever : to him who leadeth | his people 
thro? the wilderneſs; ; for his | mercy | en- 


dureth for ever. t; Amen. | % : 


2 ng = g - 1 Rr 
Eo ESC. 


| 


L 
| v 
. 
3 
»| 
"8 
TT] 
W. 
j. 
4 i 
138 
Wl. 
. : 
4 
l 
F 
fl 
7) 
T4 
{ 
i 
I 
[$6 


xo = Num. axk. 4. hs oe Pratm CXXXV1. 1, 16, 


k ” 
0: —__ os. , 
” A l E 
» » E £ p 4 . 
- : K . j Fe wa 3 wn 
T * ds R . a -& F . 
J 4 % 7 % % g F p p. h 4 : 


DISCOURSE VIIL 


The ls Man hewad; amidſt the 
dd: MN. the phate Man. 


» 
OY a8 OG FOLLY MT — * 1's. $2 IN" . W. 


4 2 bt iv. 16, 


For which cauſe we faint not, but the 
_ our outward man periſh, yet' och inward 
man is renewed day by day. - PE ages: 


'T. Paul Sequently repreſents his own. 
ſufferings, as intended for the benefit 

of the chriſtian church; and in this view 
his benevolent heart rejoiced. in them. 
Accordingly, having in this chapter given 
the Corinthians an” account of the troubles 
and affliftions he endured, he adds, in the 
verſe before the text, * All things are for 


i your ſakes. It ſupported, his mind under 


| all his diſtreſſes, to think, that "they were 
intended for the 'honour of Chriſtianity, 
and for. the encouragement of his fellow- 


chriftians _ hour lufferings. And his 
__ expecta- 


<a p51 their fubſerving theſe im- 


FE portant purpoſes, was abundantly anſwer- 


ed, Not only his cotemporaries, but the 
chriſtian church in all ſucceeding ages, 
have received much benefit by them : yea 
the hiſtory he gives of the temper of his 
' mind under them, and the advantages | 
which he gained by them, is a ſtanding 
| leffon to us. It teaches us to aſpire after 
the ſame temper, and, in ſo doing, to 
hope for the ſame comfort and advantage 
by the afflitions which are allotted to 
us. Our text is in this view particularly 
inſtrudtive z inſtructive to. all, eſpecially 
to aged chriſtians, and thoſe who are la- | 
bouring under bodily pains and infirmi- 


ties. For the illuſtration , of the words, 


| and ſtating the Apoſtle's- temper, let me 
| conſider and recommend to your regard * 


I. The view here given of human | 
nature, as conſiſting of an outward and 
imward man. _ 


IT. The manner in which each part of 
it was affected: the one periſhing; the 
| other Prengthening, inſtead of fainting. 


WM. The 


| Fl 
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1m. The ground of the Ap zoltl&s $ hap- 
py experience on this head, bf for which 
—_ We Faint not.” -T am to conſider, 


iT. The view here given @f human Na 
ture. 333411 SN 4.1. TBI e110 


"It conſiſts of x an n autrward and an inward 
man. An elegant and uſeful. deſcription, 
on which account I chuſe juſt. to mention 
it. In ſtrict propriety , of. ſpeech, . both. 
theſe together « conſtitute the man -. but the 
Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth between them, in 
order more clearly to deſcribe what he 
experienced : and-it would be well for us, | 
if we were more careful ro diſtinguiſh 
between them, in. our ſentiments and con- 
duct. By our outward man, . or, as ſome 
| would render the original, © the man that 
1s without us,* he means the body, with 
its. ſeveral parts, limbs- and ſenſes, com- 
poſed - of. matter, | and- capable- of being 
- diyaded; and deſtroyed. This. is. the co- 
vering of the ſoul; the houſe or tent in 
which it dwells. And the expreſſion, may 
- intimate 'the ſmall regard he paid to the | 
2 Fpay SORPRINY with its inhabitant : the. 


. outward 


j 
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outward man; that which we hardly, look 
upon as part. of ourſelves ! By the 
inward man, the man that dwells in the 
body and is out of fight, he means he 
foul, with all 1ts -powers and faculties, 
Thus it is faid in Fob, © There is a ſpirit 
in man,* a rational, immortal ſpirit, So 
we read” of. piving up the ſpirit, and of 
the departure of the ſoul at death. The 
phraſes in the text, were uſed by the moſt 
celebrated of the heathen philoſophers'; 
and they ſometimes call ' the ſoul, the man 
within the man.. This plainly exprefſeth 
the Apoſtle s belief of his being ſome- 
thing more than body, of having a ſoul 
quite different and diſtin& from the ani- 
mal frame. Bur I need not enlarge here. 
'Let us conſider, PIOY 


*IH The dint manner in. kick each 
of theſe. was affected, The outward man 
was growing . weaker ; the' inward man 
growing fronger Pony inſtead of 
"IO. GS TDTET ; | 


1. - The outward. man was s periting. 
03 2+ Fo EY 11950 T3 DINE -The 


184 The Soul rihtewed amidſt | 
* 2+ flee Apoſtle doth not ſo much refer to 


' the death of the body, as to its preceding 


decay. And the word might have been 


8: rendered, more agreeably to the original 
and the Apoſtle s deſign, our outward man 


decayeth, or is periſhing , it is every day 
growing weaker and weaker. This may 
refer in part to the natural decay of the 
body in advancing years. Human life is 
- confined within narrow limits. The limbs 
and ſenſes of the body, its various organs 
and powers, gradually wear out ; and not- 
withſtanding all the care we can take of 
it, it daily approaches nearer to its difſo- 
lution. Sometimes it periſheth by diſeaſes 
and accidents, which in a few days or 


| hours, deſtroy its ſtrength and vigour, | 


_ and put an end to all its capacity of mo- 
tion and action, But the Apoſtle ſeems 
to have a particular reference to thoſe de- 
| cays of his outward man, which were oc- 

cafioned by the ſtation and circumſtances 

in which he was placed. His neceſſary | 
| ſtudies and labours, as a chriſtian mini- 

fter and Apoſtle, would greatly impair it ; 
_ eſpecially as he ſeems not to have been © 
The "y0buſ man, but fubjet. to ſome ner- 
yous 
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yous complaints, which occaſioned his bo- 
dily preſence to be weak, and his ſpeech ſtam- - 
mering and contemptible. This he calls 
his infirmity in his fleſh. St. Pau! knew 

by experience, that to think cloſely 1s to. 

jabour” ; | to ſpeak long in publick large al- 
 ſemblies, is to labour ; and that theſe affect 
the outward man more than the labour of 
the hands. Beſides this, he had many pe- 
cular difficulties and hardſhips to go thro'; 
ariſing from. the perſecution he met with 
from the bigotred Fews and Gentiles, and 
ſome enemies calling themſelves chriſtians. 


He was driven from. place to place, en- 


during a great many fatigues and perils 
in his travelling; being often badly ac- | 
commodated, and ſometimes in want of a/l 
things. Theſe things would encreaſe the 
natural decays of the body, and hurry it. 
the ſooner to its diffolution. Accordingly 
| he obſerves, in this chapter, * We which 
live, are alway delivered unto death for. 
Jeſus? ſake.” And again,  * Death work-_ 
th in us;* + it is continually working ; 
undermining this earthly tabernacle, and 
will Toon bring it to the duſt. A df. 
agreeable 


"+: Vak 11, 12, 


” all 1ts powers may ſometimes ſeem ex-_ 


| k z Te ſeth 1 in ſteadineſs, from taſting largely the 
*--— Pleaſures of religion, and feeling the good 
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agreeable ſituation to be'in! So moſt men 
think, when they ' are -pained, | weak - and 
languiſhing, 'But not fo bad ' neither, in- 
| timates the NOTE "5 one. yay at arſe 
NE 7 ER 


Y 


2. The ingrard man, the ſoul, Is renew. 
2 ed day by day. 


* 4% # - 


Ir. grows ftronger and' ſtronger.  Tho' 


hauſted, and quite diſabled by difficulties 
and temptations, yet it gains freſh  re- 
_cruits :- yea, it 1s made-better by . bodily 
infirmities and ſufferings. It' deriveth vi- 
gour - from the decay of the body ; and 
ats ſtrength grows in. proportion. as that 
_ periſheth. It advanceth in. knowledge and 
- experience ; for tribulation,” as he elſe- 
where obſerves, worketh patience, and pa- 
tence experience. | It grows more eſtabliſh- 
_ed-in virtue and goodnefs.. Its diligence 
| is quickened, and its zeal promoted by 
E; bodily. weakneſſes; as they intimate that 
. the time of working is ſhort. It encrea- 


_ effects of faith, watchfulneſs and prayer. 
Hy rh ND | And 
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And as. theſe bodily decays intimate the 
ſpeedy approach of, complete happineſs, 
we are revived: and animated by the-proſ- 
peet of tit. | This effe&/ is, Wie: expreſſed 
in the beginning of the verſe, * we faint 
not ;} of which, the lies of... © the 
inward man is renewed, * '3s an illuſtration, 
© We are not diſheartened, or diſcouraged 


from doing, our duty, by theſe infirmities}, - 


we-do not fink into floth and deſpondency, 


becauſe? we feel decays, and are leſs able 
to; purſue our -labours, and ftrugele with 


difficulties, than formerly : no, but we go 


on with all the vigour we can. exert; and 


are. determined not to decline the glorious 
work, nor ; give up the- honourable <con- 
ms while we are capable of ſuſtaining 

The ſtrength of the inward man: ſup- 
= the outward ; and that firength is 


renewed. day. by day : every day. we make | 
ſome progreſs in our chriſtian courſe, and 


go from ſtrength to ſtrength.” Happy man 
indeed,. that, had ſuch reſolution and ac- 
tivity, amidſt ſuch infirmities and . diſcou- 
ragements.! - But to what was this owing ? ? 
What - renewed: and. ſtrengthened the in- 
"OP; man, under fuch difficulties? This 
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I am to conſider under the next parti- 


; cular, which i 1s, 


108. The ground of the Apoſtle $ hap 


Mi experience on this head. 


It is intimated in the. text, in thoſe 


'- words, * for which cauſe;* and naturally 


dire&s our thoughts to the context. Now 
it appears, that the verſe. before the text 


comes in by way of parentheſis; and 
_ therefore we muſt look to the foregoing 


verſe, where the Apoſtle expreſſeth his 


full affurance, that he ſhould. be raiſed 
_ from the dead by Jefus Chriſt, and pre- 
fented with the believing Corinthians, be- 


fore. the preſence of his glory : and he 
purſues the delightful thought in the 


verſes following the text, to the cloſe of 


the chapter, and thro' a great part of the 


| next. So that comparing theſe verſes with 


the text, it appears, that what: occaſioned 
this reſolution, courage. and progreſſive 
goodneſs in the Apoſtle's. heart, was Hope ; 
the lively hope of a reſurreftion from the 


dead, and a blefſed immortality; or, in 
___ - is own. moſt emphatical words, in the 
next verſe, a far more exceeding and eternal 


We! T4 
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weight of glory. - For the illuſtration of 
this we may obſerve, that the obje&t of 
the Apoſtle's hope was a /#/tantial good, 
yea the: greateſt good he could poſflibly re- 
 ceive. It was not fixed on earthly things, | 
' the recovery of perfect health, and free-. 

dom from trouble and perſecution, but on 
complete reſt, holineſs and happineſs, in 
the future ſtate. — And the Apoſtle's hope 
was well grounded. A precarious hope 
preys upon the ſpirit and weakens it. A 
ſtate of doubt and uncertainty is painful, 
in proportion to the greatneſs and excel- 
lency of the object deſired. But the 
Apoſtle had made ſuch attainments in re-_ 

ligion, and had ſuch communications of 

the Spirit, as to arrive at a full aſſurance 
of hope. A well-grounded hope, tho' it 
ſhould [not riſe ſo high as the Apoſtle's, 
1s ſufficient to ſtrengthen the foul, what- 
ever it ſuffers with, or from, the body. 
Hope is a ſpur to action; it purifies the 
heart, cheriſheth love and gratitude to 
 Goy. and the Redeemer, for raiſing us to 
it; and theſe are the nobleſt ſprings of 
Nu 44 It maketh not aſhamed, that is, 
it eſtabliſheth and delights the heart, un- 
WT tee ONE, der 
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- der its various burdens. It keeps up the 
ſpirits under the languors and decays of 
| nature. Indeed it is ſo neceſſary a'grace, 
| that the ſoul could not ſubſiſt without it, 
while the object is abſent ; while the hap- 
pineſs' it expetts 1s ubſeen; and at a diſ- 
tance. Without it, our graces would lan- 
ouiſh and die : there would be ſcarce any 
thing to excite us to labour and adtivity, 
of encourage us to patience and perſeve- 
_ rahce under fufferings. Hope doth, as it 
| were, confirm the certainty and excellency 
of future happineſs, as it is built on the 
promiſes of Go, and expects ſomething 
worthy of Gop. —— To tiis it muſt be 
added, that the TE of the Apoſtle and 
of every lincere chriſtian, is wrought and 
ſupported | by the Spirit of Gop, The 
ſoul is made to abound in hope by the 
| power of the Holy Ghoſt: and on theſe 
- accounts, 'it produceth fo noble an effect. 
This was 'the great ſupport of the Apol- 
_ tle's mind, under all the infirmities of the 
' outward man; even the hope of the 
glorious reſurrection of his vile dying 
body, and the complete happinefs of his 
1NIMOT tal * tit, | 
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APPLICATION. 
1. We learn that the Goſpel is a great 
bleſſing to the world. 


C Man thas-1 is born of 2 woman, is but 
of few days, and they are full of trouble. 
Before we arrive at old age, many infirmi- 
ties generally attack us, and ſometimes 
' make our lives almoſt a burden. Our 
kind Father hath ſent us a cordial from 
Heaven, .even the everlaſting goſpel, Tho? 
' it doth not remove the ſentence of death, - 
conſequent upon fin, nor tree us from the 
pains 'and decays to which ſin hath ex- 
poſed our . bodies; yet. it ſupports and 
chears the ſoul and them, and recon- 
_ ciles it to the thoughts of death. Yea, 
it makes, what is ſo diſagreeable to na- 
ture, the means of improving and ſtrength- 
ening our better part, and promoting its | 
eternal intereſts. Let this, engage us to 
| bleſs Gop.. for, the goſpel, which brings 
life and immortality to light, It is fit 
you ſhould” be trequently reminded of 
this, as the peculiar excellency of the goſ- 
pel, and what cails tor our daily thank- 
"2s. fulneſs. 


_ De Youl\repewed nid S. 8, 
Litnes.% diitewethave thetcleareſt diſco- 
verievoltthe kaiture of heaven,*6f i Its-glory 
arid thekdvratien®sf it,” **We are begot- 
$6. Ap 4h "to "this ively hope *by the re- 
\uffection” oft Chriſt from the dead; * the 
 topk ofa; happineſs, which: will fully ſa- 
; katy the-dbbires-of the inward man, There 
_ is hbnbvir and: ſplendor alſo for the ou7- 
ward : the inferior part -is not forgotten 
in the. plan of divine love. And this 
: ' we have, as an anchor of the ſoul, 
fure "aud ſedfaſt, amidſt all the ſtorms that 
| may beat upon us in our paſſage thro' 
life. .. Chriſt roſe, aſcended, and was then 
glorified. And his faithful - followers, 
- whatever they ſuffer, ſhall at length be 
raiſed, exalted” and glorified with him. — 
| Let; jt excite our thankfulneſs alſo, that 
we have in» the New Teſtament, the -expe- 
rience of the holy Apoſtles ſo particularly 
recorded ; who endured a great fight of 
_ affliction and went thro? much tribulation. 
1n:their temper and behaviour 'we ſee, what 
patience, chearfulneſs -and courage, Hope 
- can- inſpires. And while their example 
_ doth honour. to- that , religion, which they | 


were, that tg propagate, and ſhows its 
EEE | 6 Ba aL ſupe- 
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: ſuperiour excellence to all others, it is alſo 


recorded for our admaonitian and encou- 


'ragement :. and the admonition js ſo ne-- 


ceflary,- and the encouragement fo ſtrong 
and delightful, that it demands our conti- 
nued gratitude to Gop, who hath given 


us his word, and therein hath aſſured, and 


by happy experience and delightful fore- 
taſte often convinced, his ſervants, © that 


the ſufferings of the preſent life are not _ 
worthy to be compared with the glory 


that ſhall be revealed.” 


2. It is the duty of every one to take the 
greateſt care of the inward man ; and be 
| principally concerned about Its welfare. 


| Man is acreature of a wonderful com- 
poſition; made up of body and ſpirit ; 
each of which demands a proper care. But 
the ſpirit, the nobler part of our nature, 
_ undoubtedly demands our greateſt care. 
This 1s plain and eviuent. But how few 
act upon this conviction ! We all know, 
| that we have another intereſt to be con- 
cerned about, beſides that of the fleſh. 
146 certainly our duty to provide food 
and Traiment” for the outward man; to 
' HT guard. 
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 _ man, and have all well with hat, as 
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guard it from injuries ; to repair its decays, 
. and to keep it habitable as long as we 
_ can, But the care of the ſoul. is of the 
laſt importance, and indeed the one thing 
needful. What ſignify all our pains to 
_ fup pport and adorn the outward man, 
while the hidden man of the heart is neg- 
lected 3 while little or no pains are taken 
to ſupport 1t with good principles, and 
adorn it with holy diſpoſitions? Many 
things that contribute to the pleaſure 
and gratification of the outward - man, 
frequently hurt the inward man; there- 
fore the intereſt of the body ſhould be 
always facrificed to the. good of the 
ſoul. Let us not be fo ſolicitous to en- 
' quire, how we ſhall ſecure the outward 


how to ſecure the well-being of the im- 
mortal ſpirit. The outward man «vill 
_ periſh ;. it will decay and die, and there | 
is no remedy for it. But the inward man 
will ſurvive. When the earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle, in which the ſoul dwells, 
1s diſſolved, the inhabitant will ' remove to 
endleſs Joy or woe. It becomes every 


one ſeriouſly to - think of this. If the 
foul 
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' ſoul is neglected, impoveriſhed and higwn, 


ic muſt be miſerable when it quits the 


body. And all the pain and agony, which 
the- outward man ever felt,* will appear 
light and trifling, compared with the pain 
and agony of the ſpirit, when 1t is- pu- 


niſhed with everlaſting deſtruction. If the 


care of the ſoul is neglected, what will 


you do in the day of evil, when the out- 
ward man utterly periſheth? There is 


not, there cannot be, a more miſerable 


creature on earth, than a man who: hath 


loſt his health, is much- pained, languiſh- 


ing and dying, and yet hath no peace of 


conſtience, no - ſolid hope. - He cannot 


ve, and yet would ; becauſe he dares 


not die, —— Awake then, my friends, 
and labour immediately to ſecure a well- 


_ grounded hope. In order to that, hope 


for nothing but what Gop hath promiſed ; 


and hope for it only in the way He hath - 


promiſed. The great thing He hath pro- 
miſled 1s eternal Ko 1 ; and the promite IS 


made only to thoſe, who by patient CON- 


tinuance in well-doing ſeek for it, and 
hx their EO on Chriſt, as heir 
-ope. f 
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42. Ltoflnild-ls. the concern. "_ every 

ſincere Chriſtian to ſtrengthen his Hope: 


That it may be more” aftive and lively, 
ſuch as he may live upon, when the 
body is ſick and languiſhing. A weak 
and fluftuating hope is the great cauſe 
of our ſmall attainments in Religion, 
and the little zeal we. ſhow to make pro- 
oreſs in piety, and do good to the ſouls 
of others. Let it be your deſire -and 
endeavour, that the inward man may be 
renewed day by day ; that you may be 
every day growing 1n grace; adding ſome- 
thing to your ſtock. 'of knowledge, chril- 
tian experience -and comfort. In 'order 
to this, endeavour to live more by faith. 
Faith fetcheth in, as it were,” that- pro- 
viſion on which hope feeds, and which 
- ſupports and- ſtrengthens | the divine life. 
Meditate much on 'the joys. of Heaven : 
It 1s a copious, delightful and edifying 
| ſubject, and 'will lead you more clearly to 
diſcern, how little attention the. body 'de- 
ferverh, _ compared with the never-dying 
4 ſoul. — To this end alſo, let prayer - be 


| Jour dai ouſt ys ; "and particularly ſcek 
further 


S. 8. the Decays of the Body. 197 
farther meaſures of the Spirit, to improve 
your graces; to raiſe you above an un- 
due. regard: to. the concerns of ' time and. 
| the outward man;; and to ſeal you to the 
day. of. redemption. — The ordinances of 
the goſpel are well adapted to confirm the 
ſoul in every thing | that is good, and 
promote. its growth in grace. * They that 
wait on the Lord ſhall renew their 

krength, .they ſhall mount up on wings 
like eagles, they ſhall run and not be 
- weary, they ſhall walk and not faint,” — 
On-the other hand, the loye of the world. 
and inordinate_ fours and cares about it, 
will diſtrat the mind; and if they do 
not quite draw it afide from the way to 
glory, . will fſlacken its pace and weaken 
its hope. * Hold faſt, therefore, your hope 


without wavering, for he is faithful who 
hath promiſed.” 


| 4. Let the Aged and infirm be careful 
not to faint under their afflitions. 


Weakneſs, diſorder and pain of body, 
| are not. in themſelves deſirable : * they 
_ are not joyous but grievous.* But Gop 
Y the Father of our ſpirits, intends to im- 


8+. ou 


prove and. ſtrengthen” the ſoul by them , 
therefore they ſhould" 'be patiently and 
chearfully ſubmitted to. ' Labour, ye chil- 


© rage, and look well to the frame of your 
ſpirits. Let not the infirmities of your 


| habit n Tha, Let not theſe be an ex-_ 


indulging indolence and inaQtivity : for 


A dmn ut al A lf 7f-obun > ws tag erect Sts a 


but of the outward man too, by pro-. 
moting the compoſure and chrofatnet of 
ig the ſpirit. Be not always poring upon 
-your infirmities and complaining of them ; 
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more completely to heal all its diforders 


ſerve and ſtudy the temper of the holy. 
Apoſtle. , L'GE notice with what little 
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dren of affliction, to keep up'your cou- 


conſtitution prevent your taking pains with 
your hearts, to keep them- near to Gon, 
and ſtrengthen every good diſpoſition and | 


cuſe for neglefting the houſe and worſhip 
of Gop, when they are not extreme ; or 


you will find religion and the ſervice of 
Gop, not only the ſttength of the ſoul, 


but ſee that all be right in the ihnodrd 
man. Nouriſh it up with the bread of 
life; apply by faith to the blood of. 
ſprinkling, and the grace of the Spirit, 


and more fully eſtabliſh its health. . Ob- 


Concer n 
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concern he ſpeaks: of his afflictions. and 
decays. His language in effect. is, © If the 
outward man muſt periſh, let 1t periſh; IT 
am not ſolicitous about that. If this taber- 
nacle muſt come: down, let 1t come down, 
What 1s this-to me ; fince the.inward man 
is ſtrengthening and improving daily. ſince 
my hope grows more ſtrong and lively ? * + 
Nor: was. ſuch holy courage,. and indiffe- 
rence about the ſtate and concerns , of the 
outward man, peculiar to St, Pau as an 
Apoſtle. Other Chriſtians have manifelt- 
 e&d a like temper. When that pious and 
laborious miniſter, Mr. Fo/eph Alleine, had 

| been. long confined to his bed by a pain» 
ful diſorder, which deprived him of the 


uſe- of all his limbs, he was .aſked by _ 


' one of. his friends, * how he could be 
content to he ſo long | in that condition ? ? 
To which he anſwered, * What ! Is Gop 
my Father, Chriſt my Saviour, - and Hea- 
ven my inheritance, and ſhall I not be 
content without health and limbs? He 
Ss an unreaſonable wretch, who cannot 
be content with a GOD, tho? he hath no- 
thing elſe.” It. ought to be your great 
KA 1:0 "RG 
t Howe. 
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ambition, my ſuffering fllow-ehritins, 
to arhilp fugh 3 wager ÞÞ3] and in 
proportion as it prevails in your hearts, 
you may welcome your. infirmities, as the. 
fore-runner of eternal health. A few pains 
and' ftruggles> more; "ana-'the' outward man 
will-lbe -put::off -with:/al-its aches and 
ſorrows); | ahd .the inward - man will ap- 
pear in al 1s, vigour;; without a clpud 
- upon any of its faculties, a clog upon 
any of 'its operations, or an allay to any. 
of its enjoyments. - A-ſoul/ that hath this 
hope may rejoice, even 1n, the views of 
death. Holy Mr. Baxter, who had not 
enjoyed . a waking. hour, free from pain 
and ſickneſs for many. years, when he was 
aſked, juſt before he expired, how he 
Se did ? GS, PL Almoſt well.” It i 1$ 
_ my earneſt prayer for you, who. are . aged 
and. infirm, that Gop would ſtrength- 
en. you with all might, by. his Spirit, in 
"the iiner man, unto all patience and. long- 
ſuffering with joyfulneſs ; and then, when 
fleſh and heart fail, he will be, the: ſtrength 
of your heart, and your: portion. Tr ever. 
Amen. $4 - + ily to Hem araty My 1 ENG 
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Hud bs aaa bleſſed Joſeph, .and- wy 
| Gon, 'before whom my fathers Abrahany 
" and Iſaac did walk, the Gov which fed 
"me all my life long unto "this day, —T We 
: * "Angel which redeemed me from all evil, 
. Veſs the lads; and let my name be named 
"on them, ond the name of- my fathers I 
"Abraham and Iſaac : and let them gro$ 


"mnto a multitude in The midf LG the 
earth, | 


NU vo ks 


VHE text preſents us th a very 
|  affeQting ſcene ; the patriarch Faced, 
bien his arand-children, the children'ot 
his beloved fon Foſeph, whom he never 


$99 KG: expected 
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expected _ to. have ſeen alive, much leſs 
governour of the land of Zgypt. The 
good old man was now above an hun- 
_ dred and forty years of age, and ſo weak, 
that he could not fit upright z yet his 
piety towards Gop, and his affection to 
his poſterity, continued 'watm and ſtrong 
even to the laſt, | There is ſomething 
very tender and ſolemn in this tranſaction, 
which I propoſe now -to conſider ;- as- it 
will ſuggeſt ſome hints of  inſtruRion to. 
all; eſpecially to you, my aged and honou- 
red friends, whom 1 would now reſpeCt- 
fully addreſs and entreat. -I ſhall,” 


1 Liluſtrate the words, —_ Po 
nl. Conſider what leffons of inſtruction | 
aged chriſtians may draw from them. — 


of To illuſtrate the | text. 


And here are two things obſervable. — 
Paceb's recolle&tion and an 
of the divine goodneſs and care ,—and 
his prayer for his deſcendants. | 4 


(© +4 


TT Here 
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By, "Here: is Facod's recolleRtion and ac- 
knowledgment of the divine goodneſs and 


Care. | 1 


He. acknowledgeth thao; as he Gow 
| of his pious anceſtors, and as his conſtanc_ 
preſerver and benefa&tor. —— He acknow- 
ledgeth Gop, as the Gop of his pious an- 
ceſtors. — Gop, before whom 'my fathers 

Abraham and Iſaac did walk. An inſtruc- 

tive phraſe; intimating that they believed - 
in and worſhipped Fehovah,. the hving and 
true Gop ; were in. a ſtate. of friendſhip 
with him, and. made: it the buſineſs of 
their lives. to aCt. as in his preſence, and 
in all things to ſerve and pleaſe him. It 
was an inſtance of divine goodneſs to him, 
that he was deſcended from ſuch pious 
anceſtors and it. gave him pleaſure to re- 
colle&t their piety. — He allo acknowledg- 
eth God as his conſtant benefa&tor. * He 
hath fed me all my life long unto this day ,? - 

not now and then, when difficulties occur- 
red, but. every day ;. ever. ſince I had a be- 
ing, as the original 1s ; before I was capable 
of thinking or contriving for myſelf. He 
looks beyond all ſecond cauſes to Gon, 


_— 
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AS the author of all the conveniences and 
comforts which he had enjoyed, thro? fo 
long a ſeries of years. — He” acknowledg- 
eth Gop as his conſtant preſerver ; * the 
Angel which redeemed . me | from all evil, 
Angels, appearing in a viſible'form, were 
- often the medium of divine manifeſta- 
tions, and inftruments of" conveying divine 
favours, to the Patriarchs. We read of 
ſeveral inftances of Angels. appearing to 
 Farob. Tho? he had known a great deal 
of hardſhip and experienced many dan- 
gers, alarms and fears, yet he 'had- been 
carried thro? all. He doth not aſcribe his 
_ deliverance to his own prudence or cou- 
' rage, but to the care of Gop, and' the 
guardianſhip of thoſe Angels, 'whom He 
_ employed to defend him. ' Gop had kept 
him from many calamities ; ' carried him 
thro' many difficulties; and : ſeveral of 
© thoſe events, which appeared” at firſt! to 
| be great and remedileſs' evils, ' he found, 
' had been kindly intended: and''over-ruled 
| Tor whit eſpecially the Ravery: of Joſe ph. 


- +2. Here is Jaco? O Prayer for his grand 
children. | 


bp 


He - 


8, 9. TY Fr ng Ain Grand:ehithren 205 : 


He bleſſed. Foſeph ; either Jim{elf,. be- ol 


fades his children; ; or in: his children, .. He 
laid. his hand on, them, and ,prayed ghat 
_ Gop would bleſs them. Laying. the 
| hands on..2 perſon, prayed for, was a very 
, I cuſtom z- a proper. form of: mark- 
_ ing. :out the, perſon, and "reſtifying, the 
Ne, canneliniels of deſire in him. who bleſſed 
- him. He prayed that Gop would bleſs 
them: an extenſive phraſe; comprehend- 
| ing all proſperity both of body and ſoul. 
He expreſſeth his. wiſh, that Gan, would 
make them blefſed or happy. perſons ; — ; 


_ particularly, that they might, enjoy, bow. 4, 


oral proſperity that his name might be 
named upon them , that they. might. be | 
called the ſons of Jacob, be. heads, of diſ- 

tin&t tribes, and. ſhare with his immediate 
children in .the inheritance of the good 
land; that their families -might be proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing; enjoy the ſame 
preſervation .and prote&tion as he | had 
_ done, and grow into a multitude in the 
_ midſt of the earth. — He prayed alſo that 
_ they might enjoy. /pritual bleſlings.. This 
1s comprehended in the general phraſe, 
bleſs chem ; and 15 implied in that ex- 


preſſion, | 
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preſſion, * Let the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Iſaac ue named upon them , * 

' as if he had faid, * May the gracious co- 

 venant which Gob made with Abraham, 


| and confirmed to Tſaac and me, be entailed. 


on them : that. covenant, ' which extends 
ts, and includes, the Me ah, and all the 
ſpiritual bleſſings of his kingdom, eſpe- 
cially eternal life! May the Lord be a 
| Gop to them and ' their ſeed in every 
generation! May the entail of religion 
be kept up in their families! May they 
| behave worthy their relation to Abrahow 
and Tfaac, and ſupport -the worſhip and 


_  fervice of the Lord God Almighty, amidſt 


. corrupt and idolatrous world ! * — This 
may ſuffice for the Muftration "of o_ 
text. 1 proceed, | 


fo To conſider, ma iftraive leffons 
aged chriſtians may draw from hence. 


And they are chiefly theſe two. 
It is their duty to recolle& and TORRE 
ledge their long experience of Gop's 
goodneſs and care; —and to bleſs and 
pray for their deſcendants. | 


i: It 
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by _ is their duty to recolle& NP We 
| knowledge their long experience | of Gop* $;, 
' goodneſs: and care, 


' It was a precept of the law of Mo pes, 
© Thou ſhalt remember all the way which 
the Lord - thy Gon hath led thee, forty 
years in the wilderneſs.” + And it ſug- - 
geſts to us, that 1 1s the duty of all 

to- remember the kind and favourable. 
conduct of Providence to them. It is 
peculiarly the duty of aged chriſtians, 
who have travelled fo many years in this 
wilderneſs, and had ſo long an experience 
of divine prote&tion and favour. Let me - 
therefore intreat you, Fathers, to recolle&t 
the goodneſs of Gop to you, and make 
mention of his loving-kindneſs, Partj- 
_ cularly, — acknowledge, atter the example 
of Jacob, his goodneſs in your deſcent from 
' pious "anceſtors, if that be the caſe : the 

privileges of your birth and education ; 
the piety and -zeal of your fathers ; the 
good inſ{truttions .you have received from 
them, and the good examples you have 
ſeen _in them. Adore that Gop, who 
I hath 


+ Deut, viii. 2, 
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” 


I =Y io 6 greciquly, God your. lot, and 
taught .you, 


knowledge his. goodneſs; mM Providing a 
_ ſupply far all, Your Wants, iThink. of he 


” - paſſage., thro?; infancy, childhood, - man-«. 
| hood, eyen-, to. 01d; age-;-1 Recolle&- the 


_ and every hour; - in every: place, relation, 


| Gop's creatures. ' hath been conſumed in 
| _ This, ſupply He. hath given, you; yea,- 
bn life | too, and indylged ; every: reaſonable 


_ tions and. friends, was no other than the - 
care, of Gov. + Your wiſdom in contri- 


proſpered. your labours. Look. beyond 


L hath * daily loaded you with his __ 
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romj four youth up. —Ac- 


ſeveral. ſtages,. of your journey /thro' life, 
. ſince. you. hung, upon the; breaſt; - Four. 
mercy. that hath. followed you every day, 


ſettlement. and. eircumſtance, of -life. You 
needed daily. food, and:.a,Jarge ſtock: of 


ſupporting you; for ſixty-,or. ſeventy years. 

many. of the..comforts and, : pleaſures ot. 
appetite. The care of. your parents, rela- 
ving, your health and diligence in labour- 
ing, for your own and your families* ſup- 
port, came. from Gop-; and his blefling, 


all 0am and inſtruments to him, who 


firs,” _— oe, Ka recollect his 29-4 
| preſerving 
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preſerving and redeeming you from all evil. 
He: hath. delivered you. from many evils, ; 
which you" have felt 'br/ feared, thro* the 
guardianſhip .of Angpels; the care of your 
fellow-creatures, - or. your own prudence 
and ſtrength; all which are;to-be aſcribed 
#o his providence! Yea, he hath: redeem- 
ed you 'from many unſeers dangers, to 
which you. have been expoſed. He: hath 
raiſed you up from many threatening diſ- 
orders ; - prevented many fatal. accidents, 
_ and prolonged your life beyond what you. 
have expected. He hath: often over-ruled 
ſome- very grievous occurrerices, for your 
real, laſting good; and made your mer- 
cies, doubly ſweet by a ſhort ſuſpenſion 
of them, or your fear of loſing them. 
Recolle& alſo. his goodneſs in rai/ing* you 
up friends: ſome unexpected: ones, per- 
haps among ſtrangers; to guide your gid- ' 
dy, unexperienced youth ; to' warn you 
of dangers, and adviſe and aſſt you ih'' 
emergencies. By theſe, ' or 'other-meains;"/ 
He: hath delivered - you- 6ut”'of\ great- and 
preſling difficulties ;1- been” better ' ts you 
than your! fears, brightened "your ' gloomy 
proſpetts,. ang cauſed :pood to': come out- 
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of evil, as in» the caſe of Facoh. Re. 
collect eſpecially, his kindneſs to your ſouls, 


in delivering you from the worſt evils, 
from being ' corrupted by bad. examples 
and an enſnaring world ; ' from being ruined 


| by the devices of Satan, and the deceit- 
\Fulneſs of fin. He hath bleſſed you with 
_ many fpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus : 


not. only granted you reſtraining grace, 
and, I hope, begotten you by his Spirit to 


2 new and divine life, but: made ample 


proviſion for feeding your ſouls, pro- 


| moting your ſpiritual health, and nou- 
_Tiſhing "chriſtian graces in your hearts. 


Every degree. of knowledge and. holineſs 


* which you poſſeſs, all the peace and com- 


fort that you have experienced and are now 


_ experiencing, are from Gop ; from the 
rules, examples and promiſes of his word, 
the labours. of his miniſters, and the in- 


fluences of his Spirit. All your bright 


and comfortable hopes proceed from the 
 Gop of Hope. It becomes you to trace 


back your lives with great care, and to 
obſerve how full every ſtage of them hath 


' been of divine goodneſs, And, after 
_ every ſuch ſurvey, to own the care of 


heaven, 


ny or 1 


ne ng ny RS Long rene 
3 w P 44 _ 
4 4 mo _ a - LL 
2 l = 
22% Sn omt - _— ITE. 


3. g. and Maſfng his Grind-ehildien. 21h. 


heaven, with great ſeriouſneſs, | both in 
your converſe with men, and your. ad-' 
Grp” to Gon. —— Now let me | ſhow 

, what good effects ſuch a recolle&tion 
i ita, coari will be TO" LY 
Prone” 


\ þ 
| 
f 
li 
i 
A : 
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(1). It will promote and. cheriſh your 
gratitude to Gop. 


A review of your many comibrrs and 

_ deliverances will naturally lead you to 
think, whence they came: a few mo- 

ments refleQtion will ſhow you, that they 

all proceed from a good Gop; and this 

will draw your heart nearer to him.” Such 

a ſurvey of the divine favours tends to 

keep the memory of them freſh upon the 

mind, and to lead you to an habitual 

ſenſe of Gon as your friend and father 

_ in Chriſt, to whom you are indebted for 
al you have received and enjoy. With- 

out ſuch frequent and affeQtionate recol- 

leftions of Gop's goodneſs, you will be 
apt to. forget your obligations, at leaſt to 

loſe that guick ſenſe of them which it 

becomes you to feel. Preſent difficulties, 

burdens and mfirmities might otherwiſe 


engage { 


— 
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& all your attention ; and your mer- 
cies and the author of them be too much 
| forgotten. You. can. ſcarce. rake /fuch a 


FR ſurvey without obſerving, — — how few have 


enjoyed ſuch advantages. and favours as 
you : how many are born of wicked Pa- 
' rents; turned out into the wide world, 
Ts without proviſion, which 1 is bad, and with-. 
_ out education, which is worſe : $— how 
many, who ſet out with you in life, are 
| long ſince dead ; ſome of them, it is to 
be feared, in. an unconverted ftate, and 
have therefore been long. in torments : — 
how many that. yet ſurvive, have ſuffered, 
and are ſtill ſuffering, thoſe | evils from 
which you have been delivered, and want 
thoſe mercies which you enjoy. This will 
keep alive a thankful temper : and when 
you thus {enoully recolle&t and acknow- 
ledge,: that. * aitharto the Lord your Gop 
_ hath helped you;* you will gratefully en- 
quire, * What ſhall T render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards  ; 


(2). It will tend to prevent your mur- 
muring under the burdens and infirmities 
of * 


7:7 708 


- 
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- Every. one. ky that. this is ro0 '*totn- : 


mon. amongſt 1 the Aged; ; and therefore, x 


ſhall not be thought diſreſpectful in. Gn. 
tioning); you againſt 698 You. are now Ar- 


rived. at thoſe. days, in which there is no 
pleaſure.: But a ſurvey of the divine 


goodneſs. will help to_cure a fretful and 


complaining temper ; by ſhowing you that 
you. have had days of pleaſure, months 
Wo years. "of health and eaſe. You have 
known. what the world calls vetter days, 
and have, had a large ſhare of providen- 


rial bounties. By thus balancing accounts, 


you. will ſoon ſee, that you have no rTea- 


{on to. murmur : : eſpecially when you con- | 


kider, | as true chriſtians never _ forget” It, 


how, unworthy you are of theſe  bounties, - 


and- -how much you have done, every year 
and every day of your. lives, to forfeit 
them. —— Beſides, if you are chrittians 


indeed, you have unſpeakable mercies to 
be thankful for; what Gop hath done 


for your ſouls; the beginning and pro- 
oreſs 'of his work of grace in them; all 


the -privileges, ſupports and confolations,, 


you have enjoyed ; all your reviving and 
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delightful! "_ : nay, even your preſent 


_. 1nfirmities | 


- Ws Bs + 
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NE infirmities and burdens' are. mercies, as 
kindly intended to wean your hearts from 


. this world, and make the, heavenly reſt 
more welcome and joyful to you. . 


ago They are to do his will, or ſuffer 


Bo excellent Dr. Watts, in the cloſe of 


as to do it. If I were in health, faith 
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A ſerious recolle&tion of his goodnefs, 


| poſe-you to ſerve him with all your: active 
_ powers, and prevent you from making 


4 3.) It will promote _ your continued 
aflivity in Gop's ſervice. 


'Gop hath always ſome yolk "Ui his 
ſervants to do, while they are in this 


'It was an obſervation of the pious 


his lite, that * The buſineſs. of a_chriſ- 
tian is. to bear the will of Gop,  a# well 


he, I could be doing hat; and 7hat | 
may do now. The beſt thing in obedience 
15 a regard to the will of Gop,; | and the 

way to > char. 1s to get our 1nchnations ond 
averſions as much mortified ' as _we can.” 


will lead you continually to ſtudy, what 
you can yet do for him; how you, may 
yet glorify chim-on. earth. This will dif: 


your infirmines a. plea for | negligence, 
while 
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while you have yet ſome capacity of uſe- 
fulnefs. It- will diſpoſe you to recom- 
_ mend religion to all about you, by bear- : 
ing teſtimony to its reality, importance 
and comfort, and by being examples of 
patience, meekneſs and cheartulneſs under 
the burdens of nature. 'Thus will a ſenſe 
of divine goodneſs diffuſe a genial warmth. 
over your ſouls, which will make you 
bring. forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
even,in old age. — Conſider, once more, 


(4) It will encourage your Prayers and 


| your hope. La 


Your paſt experience ' of Gop's care 
will be an excellent plea' in your prayers 
for future ſupplies and defence, and will 
animate your faith and hope. You will 
naturally conclude, with the Apoſtle, that 
He who hath delivered and doth deliver, 
can and will deliver; that He will ſtill 
feed and ſtill redeem, even unto death. 
Going back in your thoughts to promiſes, 
that have been. accompliſhed, will lead 
your ſouls to a chearful repoſe, in full 
perſuaſion that what yet remains will be 
tulfille> in their- ſeaſon : yea, that He, 
| who 
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| dead, . will quicken your mortal. bodies, 


Es the earth, This., recolleCtion,, awill lead 
your, thoughts, .40 heayen, . -where . your 
| - pious, "anceſtors... Are,,. "where; they. live to 
| Gop.; 1 and, will. Ne 
| meeting. them. above, and being for ever 

| th them, Thus $0r 28 Paul . argued, 
Phe 'Lotd ſtood with me, and ſtrength- 

| ened and delivered.: me: and the Lord 

| ſhall deliver me from every evil work, and 


and. acknowledgment | of divine care and 
goodneſs, tend to. cheriſh habitual grati- 


_ der. your infirmittes z— to promote your 


encourage your prayers and your hope. 


this make our lives yield the calmeſt ſa- 


who. hath ofte granted you, lite from. the 


and. brin ng, them up, from. the (depths of 


LN oo - 


epcar rage. your. hopes of 


preſerve me to his heavenly kingdom.” + 
Thus will your devout recollection 


tude ; — to prevent. your murmuring un- 
continued activity in Gop's ſervice ; — and 


Let. me ſum up this head, 1n the words 
of an excellent writer. * Devotional ex- 
erciſes\ would ſettle the ferment - of our | 
youthful paſlions, and ſweeten the laſt 
dregs of our advanced age. How would 


A $7: On tistaction, 
mY 2 Tim. iv. 17, 18. 


bd 


| 74 . 
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tisfaction, as ſome flowers ſhed the moſt 
fragrant odours, juſt at the cloſe of the 
day! And perhaps [there is no better 
_ may to: prevent a deafheſs and flatneſs of 
ſpirit from ſucceeding, when the briſkneſs 
of our paſſions goes off, than to acquire | 
an early taſte for thoſe ſpirityal delights, - 
whoſe leaf withers not, and whoſe verdure 

remains in the winter of our days.” + 


1 now proceed to the other branch of 
inſtruction, grounded on the text. 


'2. It is the duty of aged and dying 
Chriſtians. to bleſs, and pray, for, their 
deſcendants. f 


It is our common duty to pray and 
make interceſſion for one another. Thoſe 
to whom we are allied by the ties of 
nature or friendſhip, claim a particular 
ſhare in our interceſſions. Let aged chriſ- 
tians, after the example of Jacob, pray 
tor their children and grand-children. 
When they are abſent, and removed to 
ſettlements. at a diſtance, bear them on 
your: hearts before Gon, and in every 
prayer make mention of them : eſpecially 

0-2/ 0G L > Bray 

4 Seed. : | 
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_ pray that your name- may be ſupported, 


of the covenant of grace, and have the 


PENS, and be a ſeed to ſerve Chil 


pray' for ther: when! they are- with. you, 
Be: frequently® offering/jup- a ſhort ejacu- 
lation for: there;/-and doit ſometimes in 


their preſence- and- heaving. - There would 


be a: peculiar: beauty-/and- propriety, were 


you; hike Facob, when you are weak and 
- dying; [to lay your hands upon- them and 
ſeriouſly and ſolemnly © bleſs them in the 
name of the. Lord,' — Let Face#'s. prayer 


for his. grand-children direct yours, It 
will not be diſpleaſing to Gov, nor un- 
worthy your chara&ter as Chriſtians, to 


and your family flourtſh, when you are 
gone ; that Gop would feed and defend 
your poſterity, as he-hath done you. But 
let Gop and them ſee, that you are chiefly 
ſolicitous to obtain /p;ritual bleſſings for 


them; more concerned to | have religion 
' maintained in - your families than | your 


names. and fortunes. Let it be maniteſt, 
that you deſire- nothing ſo much for your 
deſcendants as, that they may be heirs 


Lord for their Gop : that they may walk 
worthy their pious anceſtors and chriſtian 


and 


and - uphold - religion.;- Expreſs ww their 
preſence': your: experience-of | the | divine 
goodneſs,/:and +. your thankfulneſs for (it, 

Exhort then to: know-and' ſerve” the- Gor 
of their- fathers'; and accompany all with 
your earneſt prayers. — To: excite you to 
imitate the- example of the good Patriarch, 

let. me urge  upon* you. tele three con-. 
ſderations. 8 oo 


a) It is a | becoming exprofiion- of your 
faith and truſt in One and hy agin for 
your children, 13 


| It is a proper honed: X Gov's 
providence, and your dependance upon it, 
to continue the bleſſing in your family, _ 
Accordingly, the Apoſtle tells us, © By 
| faith, Facob, when dying, | bleſſed; both 
| the ſons of Foſeph ;* + by faith in Gop's 
| providence, revelations and promiſes. You 
| will thus do honour to the power, good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs of Gop. Ir will ex- 
preſs a proper regard to the glory of 
God, when you pray that religion may 
{till be received and entertained” in your 
in WW family, as a ſacred and honourable gueſt, 
it To while 
ul _ + Heb. xi. 21. | | 
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while it; 1s excluded from fo. many "OY | 
hes. where. at. once reſided, and to. which 
' it added _ true dignity. — It 1s alſo a be- 
_ coming expreſſion of regard to your chil. 
aren.. You can do little for them now, 
and muſt quickly leave them in a temp- 
ting, enſnaring and dangerous world. 
How can you better ſhow your love to 
them and concern for - their happineſs, 
than by commending them to | Gop, and 
eaving them in his powerful and gracious 
hands ? 


' (2) It will be likely to make a good 
impreſſion upon their hearts, and ſo qua- 
lify them for the divine bleſſing. 


It appears from the hiſtory of the Pa- 
riarchs, that in their days, men conſi- 
_ dered a parent's bleſſing, as of the greateſt 
importance to their happineſs; and feared 
his curſe, as bringing and entailing mis- 
fortune and diſtreſs on the family. And 
no wonder; for Gop ſeems to have con- 
firmed the paternal bleſſing; and inflicted 
_ the calamity included in Joo prophetick 
_ curſe. . I ſee no. ſuperſtition | in ſuppoſing, 
' that the wiſhes and prayers of ſerious pa- 
rents 
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rents, fe "till carry. great weight with 
them. And. indeed, this thought is fo na- 
tural to mankind and fo much countenanced © 
in ſcripture, that” all but abandoned fin- 
'ners will pay great "regard to the ſenti- 
ments and prayers of dying ſaints. — It 
may be expetted, - that their deſcendants 
will receive their inſtru&tions with peculiar 
reverence, and join in their prayers with 
peculiar fervency. The lips of the righ- 
teous, eſpecially of Chriſt's old diſciples, 
feed many. Your dying prayers and blci- . 
ſing may diſpoſe them to retain a ſenſe. 
of the importance of religion and the di- 
vine favour,, and to defire and ſeek the 
bleſſing for themfelves, They will be. 
| likely: to remember your inftructions and 
prayers, when you are dead. This may 
be the means of keeping them ſtedfaſt to 
Gop, or reclaiming them when they go 
aſtray, and either way promote | their te- 


ey... - 
+(3) It is the way to procure the divine 
bleſſing for them, 


© God hath never ſaid to the ſeed of 
Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain, When He 
LE 3 com- 


will I ORAY ne Trangly feel the go 
1:0 


| chmmaniied\ ie: under the "A 
' bleſs the -people; He aidy' TD hey ſhall 
put *my -#ame upon -the children of Iſrael, 
and '7 'wwill bleſs them.” + Gon, hath often 
favoured 'the* children of :g00d men with 


ſome" "peculiar privileges and - influences 
from above, for the fake ' of their pious 
anceſtors.” And it is evidently a part of 


the divine plan, that ſome ſhould fare the 


better for the piety and prayers of others. 
This conſideration, together with Goy's 
many promiſes of hearing prayer, encou- 
rage you to hope, that .your prayers and 
blefling will avail for the good of your 
- deſcendants. And ſurely you cannot, in 
' gratitude to Gop, or love to them, deny 


them ſo cheap a ſervice, and not leave a 


| blefling behind you. — Thus will your ſo- 


lemnly: praying for, and bleſſing your de- 
ſcendants, naturally expreſs your believing 


regard to Gop, and affeCtionate concern 
| for them; —It will be likely to make a 
| good and laſting impreſſion. upon their 


hearts ;-— and to engage the - divine blel- 


- ſing upon them. I hope, my aged friends 


+ Numb. Vi. 27. 
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of theſe- motives, to "imitate Faedl's: exam- 
ple, and abound. in the exerciſes of deyg- 

 tion_and benevolence. -- Theſe. will afford 
them - unſpeakable pleaſure: in . a1 dying 
hour:z-and- they » will | be\-ready to; adopt 
the words ' of: the. Jearned Dr, Donne, who 
— ſaid to his friends upon | his, death-bed, 
© I repent of all my life, tbut that part 
_ of 1t which I. ſpent in communion with 
Gon, and in doing good.” - -1 conclude 
the Diſcourſe with theſe two. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Let children defire and value the 


rials and bao pes, th ad They aged, dying 
ps; 8 | | WILTA | 


When Foſeph heard that his. father 
Jacob was ſick, he went to viſit him, and 
took his two children, that he might bleſs 
_ them. Let the children and grand-chil- 
| dren of aged, dying ſaints frequently 
yilt them, reverence their inſtructions, 
hearken to their hiſtory of Gop's deal- 
ings with them, and deſire and value, their 

prayers. Their, age, gravity, piety and 
_ experience, make what they ſay to you, 
Oh 4. UN 


"o 
| 
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or to. Gop for 'you,. peculiarly ſolemn, 


weighty. and, .Ampreſſing. .. And whether 


you RY, It. Af! mot, remember, nw re- 


F & az 
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x ps it, will be. A miencls, inf: you, 
in the great, day. .. If you know any thing | 


© Gov and religion, and the power of 


prayer, you will not deſpiſe or ſlight this 
their laſt labour of love, . 


-2, Let the children of "good men la- 
bour - to ſecure the bleſſing for them- 
felves. SE LED 


Your deſcent from pious anceſtors is a 
greater honour to you, than a deſcent: 
from, or alliance with, the nobleſt fami- 
lies - upon earth, that live without Gop., 
It ſhould recommend religion to you, that 
Gop was the Gop of your fathers. It 
ſhould be a. preyailing motive with you 
to keep up. the worſhip of Gop in your 


houſes, that yours hath been a praying 


family for ſeveral generations. But re-_ 
member, their prayers and bleſſings will 
not on the whole avail you, af you dege- 


nerate from their you and ſtedfaſtneſs. 
I 
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If you db not "tread" i their "ſteps," and 
(in the latighage "of the" text)" w alk" bifcFe 
God, © "as they did, -the greater” will be 
your guilt and © your” miſery.” You will 
' forfeit "the | benefits 'of Gor's covenant : 

you will miſs of the blefling' /and be Te- 
jetted "by him. And then, 'what' will it 
ſignify to wear 'their names, and inherit 
' their fortunes ? Yea, if you live to be 
a hundred years old, and enjoy the great- 
eſt worldly proſperity, you will be ac- 
curſed of Gop and driven. to an. eternal 
diſtance from your pious anceſtors, and 
trom the preſence of Gop and the Lamb. 
For thus ſaith the Son 'of Gop, and: O 
that all the children of good men would 
think of his awful wits ! © There ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when 
ye ſhall fee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Fa- 
cob, and all the prophets and faints in 
the kingdam of Gov, and you RORnNes. 
thruſt out.' + 


Py 


"hs Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, T die: 
| and Gop will ſurely viſit you, and bring 
you out of this land, unto the land which 


| Eg Pt, and _ gb henean ors. ameed concern- 


| procounss. "{ 
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he ſware to TN, to Taac, and to 
- Jacek. | \ 


\H E S E, my exits, are hw of 

the laſt words of Fo/eph, that wiſe, 
great and good man; and therefore they 
claim your attention : but they deſerve 
particular notice, becauſe the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews tells us, that © By faith, Jeo- 
ſeph, when he died (or was dying as the 


- word ſignifies} made mention of the de- 


parture of the children of 1frael out of 


ng 
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ing his bones,” + that they. ſhould be cat-. 
fied with "thetn” into Canzan, Ek in the 
verſe following the text ; firmly believing . 
the revelation and Stomile made to his 
fathers;- concerning their /poſterity's [return 
| to it: | Jacob, his father, --when {he was 
_ dying, had reminded his own children of 
the Tame, and ordered them to. bury him 
in Canaan. So ſolicitous were they to keep 
up in their deſcendants the belief and 
expettation of their inheriting that land ! 
Foſeph 1s ſaid, in the text, to have ſpoken 
to his brethren concerning this. As he 
was one of the youngeſt of Face#'s ſons, 
and lived to be a hundred and ten years 
old, it is probable, that many, + if not 
' moſt, of his own brethren, the ſons of 
Jacob, were then dead: ſo that, by bre- 
 thren, we are to underſtand (as often in 
ſcripture) his relations in general, and. par- 
| ticularly his own. deſcendants ; as notice 
is taken in. the preceding verſe, of ſome 
of. his great-grand-children being brought 
to him. © To them he ſaid, I die; and 
| Gop will ſurely. viſit. you, and ng you- 
_ out. . of this. land, unto. the land. which- 
Sa - he: 
_ + Heb. a. 22. 
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he ſware to Abraham, ' to Iſaac, and to 
Facob.” The illuftration of | theſe words 
may afford uſeful  inſtruftion to us all ; 
eſpecially: to my aged friends, whom I am, 
at this time, particularly to addreſs. And 


we may obſerve. 1n- them, 


x: The refle&tion which Joſe oh makes | 


upon his preſent. circumſtances. 


' VU. The aflurance he gives his brethren, 


that Gov would viſit them : and, 


III. The further affurance he gives 


them, that Gop would at length bring 
them into the Holy Land. 


Let us 
confider, 


4. The refletion. which Foſeph makes 


upon his preſent circumſtances. 


* I die,” or am dying. He was very 


aged and infirm, He knew that neither 


his authority, power and honour in Egypr, 
nor his, wiſdom and piety, could ſecure 
him from the ſtroke of death, | He found 
himſelf declining, and. was! now probably 
confined to a lick bed : : he was. therefore 


_ willing to improve his few remaining mo- 


: ments. 


\ 
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ments, for.. the inſtruftion. and -comfort 
of - his relatives. - He | had been a great 
friend and benefactor to them, 'as appears 
from! his whole: hiftory.- He - had © ſaved 
them alive in famine, -proyided: them a 
comfortable ſettlement in Egypt; and now 
' he was. dying, he could do little more for 
them, than give them his beſt advice and. 
encouragement. And this he doth with 
the tenderneſs of a parent, and . with the 
authority. and piety ag a patriarch. _ 
Obſerve, | 


II. The anos he gives them, that 
Gop would viſit them. 


« Gop. will ſurely viſit you.” This 
doth not ſo much refer to his bringing 
them into Canaan ; (that 1s mentioned after- 
wards) as to his affording them his pre- 
ſence, protection and favour, during their 
ſtay in Egypt, For thus Facob exprefleth 
the ſame encouragement, * Behold 1 die, 
| but God ſhall be with you.* + Probably 
_ Foſeph: ſaw his relations very much grieved 
and diſcouraged at the thought of loſing 
tum : loſing their prote&tor and benefaRtor 
+ Gen, xIviil, 21, 
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ina Brangs: country, where they had many 
Enemies, as being of a different nation, 
and different religion. The Egyptians 
were ſtrongly prejudiced againſt them, on 
account of their occupation, as ſhepherds, 
n and becauſe they would not comply with 
| | the idolatries of that land. Foſeph well 
| . knew, that they would be rigorouſly and 
cruelly uſed in Egypt: for ſo Gop had 
| foretold to Abraham, s Thy ſeed ſhall 
be a ſtranger in a land, that is not theirs, 
and ſhall ſerve them; and they ſhall f- 
fit them four kundred years.' + There- 
fore Foſeph aſſures them, that Gop would 
wifit them ; that he would view their af-_ 
 fiftions with an eye of pity, provide for 
their wants, dire&t them in all their per- 
Plexities, and' prote&t them in the ſeaſon 
of danger; that he would raife up ano- 
ther deliverer for them, when he was 
dead. And this they might argue, from 
his promiſe to Abraham, of *©* making 
them a great nation ;* and from what le 
had already. done by a train. of myſterious | 
providences, — in ſending 'F oſeph before 
ei _ giving him favour in the fight 
| | of 


+ RT XV. 14 | 
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of Phergoh, — reſcuing. him from impen- 
ding dangers, — and making him the in- 
Krument of their ſupport and ſecurity, 
From hence they might conclude, that 
{ome circumſtances, which. were in. ap- 
pearange againſt them, would turn out 
for their good. — We are to conſider, 


TIL, The. further affurance he gives 
them, that Gov would bring them into. 
the land of Canaan. 


| And this he argues, and teacheth them 
to argue, from the promiſe made to 
their anceſtors ſucceſſively; to Abraham, 
to Iſaac, and to Facob; and confirmed by 
the oath of that great Being, who cannot 
lie; that He would judge the Egyptians, 


bring Ijraet out with great ſubſtance, ſettle 
them in Canaan, and give it them for an 


inheritance for ever. This intimated to 
them, that they muſt not think of ſettling 
in Egypt, tho* the country might be ever. 
ſo agreeable, and its princes ever ſo kind. 
— It likewiſe intimated to them, that they - 
muſt not fear any. attempts of their ene- 
mies. to. keep them. there by force. Jo- 
ſos. foreſ aw 00 difficulties that would: 


ariſe. 


promiſed to their fathers. - 


* \ Joſt afuring' fas With" S. 10. 
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+ and therefore ke aſſures" them , that' 
Gov would fiilfit all his: Sromfcs, and 


i | Ke bring them ſafe to- "IE: ' Actdrdingly | 


you know by 'what a ſeries of glorious 
miracles, Gon made the Epyprians' "HHling 


to releaſe them; conducted” them thro! 
' the red ſea and the wilderneſs, and brought 


them to the good land, wich” he had 
-T am now 
to point out to you: the uſeful inſtr uc- 


_ tion which theſe words ſuggeſt. 


APPLICATION. 
1. To aged Chriſtians ; and, 


11. To thoſe in younger lifes who are 


the offspring of good men. 


þ6: © To aged Chriſtians, 


By them theſe words may naturally be 


uſed, as they are the language of an aged 


—_— 


dying ſaint; as the good land, to which 
he refers, was a type or figure of that 


.* better country, even the heavenly one, 


which the Apoſtle tells us, the Patriarchs 
ſought; and as they [have been often 


ho m_— _ dying Chriſtians, and: addrefled 


to 


_ to. their "HOON How bs 500 to. 
you, my honoured friends, theſe three im- 
portant. branches of duty ; - to think 
and ſpeak. much of dying; —to refle& 
that Gop, will viſit and take care of your 
poſterity.z — and to remind them of it 
tor their - encouragement, when you are 
_ dying and leaving the world. — Bear with 
me then, while I exhort you, * 


| akin wma to think and ſpeak of 
FPAgh | 
You well know that * it is appointed 
to men once to die;* that in the courſe 
of nature, your removal cannot be far off, 
Your frequent infirmities. and ſenſible de- 
cays remind you, that you muſt quickly 
put off the body; and therefore it will 
be monſtrous and inexcuſable folly in you 
to forget it. Think of your death, as a 
| certain, and as a near, event. | But think. 
"of it ſeriouſly, as a moſt important and 
ſolemn event, Speak of it as a concern _ 
| not to be trifled with, but . what you - 
| are nearly and deeply intereſted in; as 
it is. the -period of your time of trial, _ 
and. the commencement of an eternal, un- 
+ changeable 
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- changeable Kate.o: This;-hath >been-- the 
i practice: of good »men.' Thus Zaac--ſaid, 
++ Iam old, 1; know not-cthe- !day ''of my 
ny. 7! * Behold, I die, ſaith-Facod, and 
-am-to be gathered/ to» my. people.” © I 
am going the way of all the: earth,” | ſaith 
David. © T'am ready "to + be offered up, 
faith Paul, and the time of my. departure 
1s at hand,” * I muſt ſhortly put off the 
body,” faith Peter. Endeavour, like thei: 
| holy men, to make the thoughts of death 
familiar to your minds, and let thoſe with | 
— Whom you converſe perceive, that you are 
_ daily expecting it. This thought will lead 
you to ſit looſe to the world ; to contract 
| your bulineſs into as little a compaſs as 
may be; and to avoid all thoſe cares and 
anxieties, which diftra&t the mind, and 
would call off your attention from. better, 
from heavenly things, This would | 
Engage you to make your wills, and ſet 
your houſes in order, that you may have 
nothing to embarraſs your thoughts, or 
- take up your time, in a dying hour, — 
_ Fhis would eſpecially engage you to be 
_ always ready ; to ſet your ſouls in order; 
| £0 renew the exerciſes of repentance and 
_ - faith, 


faith, and endeavour to have your hearts 


more ftrongly influenced''by the »love- of 
Chriſt. — It would lead - you to. exerciſe 


thoſe graces, which | are peculiarly ſuited 
to your age and circumſtances ; | eſpecially 
faith, . patience, meekneſs, gratitude and 


| heavenly-mindedneſs; and be daily aſpi- 


ring after brighter evidences and firmer 


hopes. — It would dire& your views to 


_ the good land, which Gop hath promiſed. 
' You would © have reſpect to the recom- 
pence of reward,* and improve in your 
acquaintance with the work and bleſſed- 
_neis of Heaven, by converſiing with the 
word of Gov; and meditating upon the 
glory to be revealed. Think of your 
pious friends and relations, that are gone 
| before; as Joſeph, in the text, ſpeaks of 
Abraham, Iſaac and Facob. Think -how 
they are employed, and what their hap- 


pineſs 1s; that you may long to be with 


them, and be daily improving in your 
Preparation for your change. — By fuch 
refle&tions and ſuch a condut, you will 


be preſeryed- from the love of the world, 


be reconciled to the thoughts of death, 


mo be PROS to ak In the mean 


tume, 


478 
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time, | let-the expettation. of death quicken 
you todo what; you can, for. Gop and 
your generation, . Do it quickly ; for you 
have not even the ſhadow of an excuſc 
for delaying. If death finds you thus 
_ employed, be not afraid of it; for Gon 
will ſurely vifit you with his light, and 
ſtrength, and peace, and bring pow to the 
heavenly country ; and at length, * deliver 
you from the bondage of corruption in. 
the grave, into the glorious liberty of the 
ſons of Gop,' 


«TY; Reflect that Gov will viſit and take 
care of your POREriey, - when you are 
gone. 
It will be a great fatisfa&tion to- you, 
to reflect upon this, * Gop will ſurely 
viſit them,” Anxious thoughts will ſome- 
times ariſe in your minds about thoſe, 
whom you will leave behind, * What will 
become of my poor children and grand- 
children, when I am gone? They will 
be orphans, or want a guide and a friend. 
It may often give you pain, to think of 
leaving them in a world fo full of temp- 
tation, ſin .and trouble ; perhaps to ſtrug- 


gle 


tt 
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ole. with poverty, i and meet with hard 


treatrnent from | the oppreſſion, deceit,” or 
unkindneſs of others. But when theſe 
anxious thoughts ariſe, endeavour to ba- 
niſh them from your minds, and cheriſh 
this belief, © That God will Jarely  viftt- 
them.” | Labour to diveſt yourſelf 'of fuch 
affeftion to them and concern for them, 
' as is painful to yourſelf, and no way 
ſerviceable either to you or them ; eſpe- 
cially ſuch as is inconſiſtent with faith in 
 Gop and his promiſes. Conſider,” that 
were you to live, you could do but little 
for them ; and indeed nothing, without the 
aſſiſtance and bleſſing of Gop. You could 
adviſe them, but the Lord mult gre. 
their fleps, ahd make their way proſperous. 
Leave them therefore binders to him 
and his good providence, © 1n whom the 
fatherleſs find mercy ;* and whoſe viſits 
will abundantly make up the loſs of you, 
Were your abilities much greater than they 
- are. When your generous ſouls look _ 
| beyond the narrow concerns of your own 
family and relations ; when you are ſolici- 
tous about the intereſt” of religion, and. 
* tremble tor the ark ot Gop ; * remem- 
ber, 


73 
9 / 
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ber, . that-anxiety about theſe is to be re- 
' ſtrained :- for-/Gov , will ſurely viſit his 
church: He will take care that it ſhall 
_ not. be loſt, Tho' you die, Chriſt lives. - 
© He 1s the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever;?. and therefore, - © the children 
of his ſervants ſhall continue, - and their | 
feed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before him.” + 
That Gop will thus viſit thoſe, that 
"Svive you, you may fairly infer from 
ſeveral conſiderations ; particularly, — The 
_ goodneſs of his EASY They are his crea- 
tures, and therefore he will not forſake 
the work of his own hands. _ © He is-good 
_ to all, giveth food to all fleſh, taketh 

care of man and beaſt, and his viſitation 
- preſerves their ſpirits.” If they are his c/il- 
dren, you have ſtill leſs reaſon for anxiety ; 
for ſurely their heavenly father will give 
__ them all good things that they need. — 
| You may argue this, from- his promiſe and 
covenant, You fee, | © ſeed time and har- 
veit, ſummer and winter, day and night, 

do not ceaſe” The fame providence, 
which firſt eſtabiiſhed their regular ſuc- 
ceiion, 1s working to maintain it, Your 


offspring 


+ iſalm cii, 28, 
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offspring” have- the ſame Angels to guard | 
them; as: guarded you; the ſame'-word 
to dire& and' comfort: them:; -- the ſame un- 
changeable! Saviour to. redeem them ;- the 
ſame Spirit to enlighten and/ ſanctify them ; 
the ſame covenant of grace to be all their 
ſalvation and all their deſire. Now, © the. 
word of the Lord ſhall ſtand: for ever; 
his: goodneſs 1s from generation to. gene- 
ration,, and his truth endureth throughout 
all generations.” — You may argue it fur- 
ther, from your own experience, © Remem- 
ber. all the way the Lord your God hath 
| led you through the wilderneſs. He 
| hath fed you all your life long to. this 
day, and redeemed you from evil,” and 
your fathers before you. And doth his 
power and care ceaſe, when yours doth ? 
Think of the ſeveral ſtages of your lives 
the places where you have lived; the 
ſcenes thro* which you heve paſſed ; -and | 
eſpecially the extraordinary appearances of 
providence for you; that, as you have 
heard from your fathers, ſo you have ſeen. 
and experienced. Recolle&t what you have 
obſerved of Gop's dealings with good men 
and their children ; and you will ſee reaſon 
CO 
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to ff as David, * I have been young, 
and now am old, yet have L not ſeen the 
righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging 
bread.' + Then aſk your own. hearts theſe 
queſtions, * Is the Lord's hand waxed 
ſhort? * Is his ear heavy? Are the ſtores. 
of his bounty exhauſted? Is his mercy 
clean gone? Doth his promiſe fail ? 
Why then ſhould you ſuſpect, that he will 
not viſit your poſterity, as he hath done 
you and your- fathers? Let it be your 
_ care, my friends, to give glory to Go, 
by acknowledging and truſting his good- 
neſs, and to © encourage yourſelves in the _ 
Lord your Gop.* I add, | 


- 2. Remind your poſterity of this, for 
their encouragement, when you are dying 
| and leaving the world, that © Gop will 
ſurely viſit them.” ' 


Your fathers eicouriaed you with this 
thought, as Faces did Foſeph. Encourage 
your children with it, as Foſeph did his 
| brethren, If they have any affection for 
you, or any concerns for their own fate- 
ty and happineſs, the proſpect of loſing 

you 


+ Pſalm nap. 25, 
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you will be grievous to them. When you 
ſee them diſcouraged, then is the time to 
let them know, that, tho* you die, Gon 
will viſit them. Thus the Apoſtle com- 
mands the aged men and women, to be 
« teachers of good things.” And really, 
aged chriſtians are capable of doing much 
more good than they do, if that breath, 
which is ſpent in complaining, .were rent 
in thankſgiving; and that time which is 
conſumed in commending the paſt age, 
and finding fault with the prefent, were 
employed in * ſhowing Gov's ſtrength to 
this generation, and his power to thoſe 
that are to come.” + Let me intreat you 
to conſult the honour of Gov, the wel- 
tare of your poſterity, and your own cre- 
dit and comfort ſo much, as to take pains 
| to exhort and encourage thoſe about you. 
— Exhort them to make religion their 
buſineſs, and Gop their portton and fe- 
tuge. Aſſure them, that their own witdom 
and power will do nothing without Gop : 
that nothing will make. them happy, but 
his gracious viſits. Speak to them often 
of the ſuitableneſs and exccllency of Chriſt, 
M as 
+ P:alm J]xxi, 18. | 
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as a Saviour : and affire them that if they 

love him, and live by Faith in him, he 
_ and his Father will come unto them, and 
take up zheir abode with them. + Thus 
| pious © Anna, who was of a great age, 
ſpoke of Chriſt to all, who looked for 
redemption in Feruſalem.” Þ Encourage 
them to taſte and ſee, that the Lord is 
good. Pray for them earneſtly, that Goy 
would be with them and viſit them. 
Comfort them with this thought, that 
- © when father and mother forſake them, 
the Lord will take them up;* and that 
his viſits will be infinitely better, than any 
fortune and honour they can inherit from 
you, or procure for themſelves. When 
you tell them that Gop will viſit them, 
do not ſpeak doubttully of it; but fay 
with TFoſeph, He will ſurely vifit you; | 
_ and repeat it again, as he doth in the 
- next verſe. — To encourage your faith . 
and theirs, remind them how punctually 
'the promiſe made to the Patriarchs of in- 
| heriting the land of Canaan was fuliilled. 
It was indeed about four hundred years 
before 1 It was fulfilled , fo long was their 

EY "faith | 


n John XIV. 23s 1 Luke ii. 38. 
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faith and patience exerciſed.; yet at :laſt 
God appeared to viſit and delbver: his >ſer- . 
yants, /and vindicate his own faithfulneſs. 
Hence you may be affured*that thoſe :;pro- 

miſes which'Gop -hath made to believers 
of heavenly reſt, 'will be as punctually :ac- 
compliſhed in their ſeaſon. — To ftrength- 
en their faith, tell them likewiſe your own 
_ experience : how good. Gop hath been to | 
| you all your days; how much mercy you 
have found in every part of life; that it 
may be a motive to them to ſerve him, 
and to hope and truſt in him in the 
darkeſt ſeaſons, and in the greateſt adver- 
fity. — Remind them often. of the good 
land he hath promiſed, the country you 
are-going to. Speak of it with faith, with - 
chearfulneſs and thankfulneſs, as the end 
.of your labours and ſufferings, and the 
accompliſhment of your wiſhes and expec- 
_ tations. Expreſs your defire and hope of 
meeting them there at length, and 55gx 
for ever with them. — Solemnly charge 
them with your dying breath, that they 
"never forſake Gop and his ways. Eſpe- 
_ cially, that they * fall not out by the way,” 
but * hve in love, that lo. the Gop of 


M 2 peace 
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peace and love may be with them.” If 
this be their charater, you may aſſure 
them upon the beſt authority, that he 
will viſit them with his mercy upon earth, 
and with everlaſting ſalvation in Heaven. 
The dying words of chriſtian friends, and 
eſpecially parents, make a laſting impreſ- 
fon upon the minds of ſurvivors. 
| But it is time for me to proceed, and 
addreſs myſelt, | 


T II. To thoſe deſcendants of good men, 
"who are in the'prime, or middle of their : 


_ days, 


And my exhortation to you ſhall be, — 
\ that you encourage yourſelves with this 
thought, that Gop will viſit you ; — that 
you pray for his: viſits ; — and be prepared 


to receive them. 

Ts Encourage yourſelves with this 
thought, that. Gov will ſurely viſit you, 
when your parents and friends die. 


If you are thoughtful and ſerious, you 
cannot but have great concern about your i 
journey thro? life ; ſenſible of the many 


| difficulties, temptations and dangers, that 
attend 
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attend you. Theſe are greater, at leaſt on 
one account, than "thoſe of your fathers ; 
on account of the preſent ſtate of rel:- 
gion z© conſidering how. light even the 
profeſſors of 1t make of ſins of omiſſion ; 
- how different they are from their fathers 
in neglefting to keep the ſabbath and 


attend religious ordinances ; in conformity 


to the world, and complying with its 
dangerous faſhions; practices which our 
fathers would have trembled at the thought 
of, This circumſtance encreaſes your dan- 
ger. But let it not diſhearten you. ' Gop 


will viſit you, Conſider him as te GOD 


of your fathers. Think how he viſited 
them, and remember what you ' © have 
heard with your ears, and your fathers 
have told you, concerning the great things 


he did for them, eſpecially in their days 


of trouble.* If new difficulties and dan- 
gers ariſe, his wiſdom and power can never 
. be at a-loſs to aſfiſt and extricate you. 


He can. help you in a thouſand circum-_ 


ſtances, in which they, if they were living, 
could not. He is the Gop of your fa- 
thers, and you are his covenant-people ; and 


his covenant will he not break, nor for- 
| M 3 lake 
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Kind, faithful, powerful guardian; and 
b- ; having obtained help of him, we con- 


 _ your fathers, or more? Can you do with- 
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"ſake the feed of his ſervants. Many of 
us have found it: ſo. Gop hath: not left 
us deſtitute of his. mercy and truth, when 
the guides of our youth -have been taken 
from us. We have found in him a wiſe, 


tinue to this day; And this is his promiſe 
_ to every good man, whatever earthly 

 triends die and deſert him, < I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee.? © Wait on 
_ the Lord, therefore, and be of good cou- 
rage. T ruſt in him at all times, ye bev- 
\ ple, pour out- your hearts before nn: 
which leads me to add, 


2. Pray earneſtly for his viſits. 


'Do not you need them as much as 


out them? * And are they to be obtained 
any other way, than by faith and prayer ! 
Go therefore to Gop, and cry unto him, 
© My father, thou art the guide of my 
youth.” Your parents aſſured you, upon 
_ the beſt authority, that Gop would viſit 
you. But you cannot forget what they 


told you,. agrecable to what he ___ 
hat 
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hath ſaid, that k for this he. will be. 


fought unto by you.” - Conſider like- 
wiſe, what viſits of Gon they thought 
moſt valuable and comfortable ; namely, 


that he would viſit them with his grace 
and Spirit ſhed abroad his love in Jew fl 


* hearts, and that he would leave a bleſſing 


behind him; a bleſſing infinitely. better 
than any earthly enjoyments. Let this 
therefore be your language, © Remember 


me, O Lord, with the -favour thou bear- 


elt to thy people; O viſit me with thy 
ſalvation.” + And let this be the daily 


petition and requeſt of all, of us, as it 
was of Solomon, © The Lord our Gob be 


with' us, as he was with our fathers ; let 
him not leave us nor forſake us, that he. 


may incline ; our hearts to walk in his 
ways and keep his commandments, which 


he commanded our fathers.” + But this 


reminds me. of adding, 


3. Be prepared to receive his viſits. | 


Do nothing to forfeit them, or drive 
away this heayenly friend. Gop is too 
pure and holy a being ever to viſit a 
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finful heart. If you are not converted, 


quſtified' and fanQified, by the blood of 
Chriſt and by the Spirit of Gon, you 
| have no reaſon to expe& his gracious 


viſits. If you uſe an earthly friend il], 


he will viſit you no more, If you forſake 
Gop and fall into habitual ſin, he will 
caſt you off for ever, and his only viſits 
will be in a way of judgment. ©* Where- 
fore, let him that thinketh he ſtands, take 
| heed leſt he fall” There muſt be the 
. greateſt care, that you do not decline in 
_ religion, and loſe the life and fervour of 
it. For iniquity will ſeparate between you 
and Gop, and hide good things from 
you. If you grow cold and formal in 
religion ; if you neglect to viſit Gop's 
houſe on the ſabbath, and his throne every 
day; or do it with no more ſeriouſneſs 
and ardour, than if you were viſiting and 
converſing with a common acquaintance, 
your communion with him will be inter- 
rupted : He will withdraw from you, and 
take away his good Spirit. And then, 
tho* He ſhould viſit you with ever fo 
much health, riches and honour, your 
happineſs is at an end. If you deſire, 
tat 


% 


* 
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that the Gop of your fathers ſhould viſit 
you, be followers of zhem. Carefully diſ- 
tinguiſh between their 'real excellencies and 
their weakneſſes; and do not, as - many 
unwiſe children do, throw them away to-_ 
_ gether. I can hardly inculcate this too 
often or too ſtrongly, that unleſs you imi- | 
tate the piety of your anceſtors, you can- 
not expect, that Gop ſhould viſit you. 
You are not to depend on their prayers 
for you, unleſs you daily and fervently 
pray for yourſelves. Remember David's 
addreſs to Solomon, * Know thou and 
ſerve the Gop of thy fathers; for if thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee, but 
if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off 
for ever.” The piety of your anceſtors, 
all their prayers for you, -and all the ad- 
monitions and encouragements they have 
given you, will be a-great aggravation of 
"your guilt and puniſhment, if you fail to 
walk in their ſteps. Let it be your daily 
care, that your hearts may be prepared 
for the viſits of the Lord; and that you 
may be getting ready for the good land, 
the better country, which he hath pro- 
miled. — And finally, when you are lea- 

Msz ving 


250 . Joſeph affuring his, &e. 58. 10, 
ving earth; hand down this ſacred conſo- 
lation and bleſling- to your children, and 


ſolemnly commend them to Gap and the 


word of his grace. — To: conclude, may 


God viſit us all with his favour and love, 


thro? the reſt of the journey of life ; z and 
eſpecially make the laſt ſtage of it com- 
_ fortable, honourable and uſeful ! May He 
bring us at length to that reſt that re- 
 maineth for his people, to fit down with 
Abraham and Iſaac, and Jacob and Joſeph, 


and all the ſaints, in his kingdom | and 


| peFiencs for ever! Amen. 
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ProvERBs, XVI, 31. | 


T he hoary head is a crown + of glory, if it 
be jours: in the way of righteouſneſs. 


Ti 8 2 dictate of natural conſcience, 

that reverence 1s due to the Aged, 
merely on account of their age. It was 
frequently and ſtrongly inculcated, by the 
heathen law-givers and philoſophers, that 
every One ſhould honour the Aged both 
| in word and deed : and one of heir Poets 
tells us, that * they held it to be a 
great crime, and worthy of death, , if a 
young perſon did not riſe up to ſhow 
relpe&t to the Aged.” The general practice 
of the heathen, both antient and modern, 
confirms and illuſtrates this diftate of 
nature. The Scriptures command us to 
reverence the Aged, and to ſhow them all | 
| = oY ET. 
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= external marks of reſpect | and honour, 


But when wiſdom and piety accompany 
old age, it 1s peculiarly venerable. An 
ancient jewiſh writer, in the Apocrypha, 
faith, © Oh, how comely a thing 1 is judg- 
| ment for gray hairs, and for ancient men 
to. know counſel! Oh, how comely is 
the wiſdom of old men, and underſtand- 
ing and counſel to men of honour ! Much 
experience is the crown of old men, and 
the fear of Gop is their glory.” + Solomon © 
' comprehends theſe thoughts in a few ex- 
preſſive words in the text : the hoary 
head is a crown of glory, or a glorious 
crown; it is a beautiful ornament, and 
renders perſons worthy of veneration and 
 reſpeR, if it be found in the way of righ- 

teouſneſs ; if they have walked in the 
ways of religion, and their long lives 
have been employed in the ſervice of Gov. 
An important and uſeful obſervation, and 
capable of affording inſtruction to us all, 
-eſpecially to the Aged! —— In treating of 
it, I ſhall, OE 
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FL Show on ; what accounts aged piety 


Is peculiarly honourable ; and, 


Wm What uſeful nfiruRictis we. may 


be: learn from the ſubject. 


L ] am to ſhow, 'ON a accounts the 


piety of the Aged is POOnar'y honour- 
& , | 


And here I Mall mention theſe es 
lars. — It began early ; — It is founded on 
| knowledge and experience ; — It is appro-- 
ved and ſteadfaſt ; — It 18 attended with 
great uſefulneſs ; —and it renders_ them 
peculiarly: ripe for clory. 


1. It began early and hath long conti- 
nued. OR Be Rag: 
This muſt be ſuppoſed; and is indeed | 
implied in the text, when it 1s ſaid, if it 
be found in the way of righteouſneſs ; in- 
timating, that . ſuch a one hath been /4ng 
walking in that Way. Perſons who / have 
ſpent their youth in ſerving divers luſts 
and- pleaſures, and their middle age In 
the purſuit of worldly enjoyments, to the 
total or habitual negle& of religion, are 
_— - 
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E- not entitled to this honour. Late con- 
' verts, tho' their eternal. intereſts ſhould 


be ſecure, will not only have leſs comfort 
in their own ſouls, but appear leſs amia- 
| ble in the eyes of others, than early ones, 
They will remember, to. their ſhame, the 
_ fins of their youth! and riper age; and 
others may remember them to their diſ- 
honour. But where perſons have, with 
- good Obadiah, feared the Lord from their 
- youth, and walked in his fear all their 
days, they claim peculiar reſpett. They 
| have indeed /ived;. lived to a good pur- 
poſe ; : lived to God. and Chriſt : and as 
this will be their own rejoicing, ſo it will 
entitle them to, and even command, ho-. 
nour from others. 


2. Their piety is founded on n knowledge 
and. EXPETIENCE. 


We come into the SET ignorant and 
without | ideas, Knowledge is gained by 
obſervation, refle&ion, reading and con- 
verſe. Our ſtock of knowledge naturally 
encreaſcth. with advancing years; and tho' 
1t will be more or leſs, according to men's 
qagursl abilities, S9ycarion, and the pains 

_ they 
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they take to improve their underſtandings ; * 
yet all will be continually acquiring new 
ideas z thoſe that were. in the mind will 
be reduced to better order, and applied 
to more uſeful purpoſes. Hence, tho? the 
"Aged are not akvays wiſe, yet they fre- 
quently are ſo, and always much wafer 
than younger perſons of equal capacities, 
advantages and application. This renders 
them worthy of honour. But aged /aints 
are peculiarly honourable, becauſe their 
knowledge 1s of the beſt kind, and ap- 
plied to the beſt purpoſes. —— It is of the 
beſt kind. They have juſt notions of thoſe 
things, which are of the greateſt moment, 
and moſt worthy the attention and re- 
flection of reaſonable creatures. The con- 
verting grace of Gop generally begins 
in enlightening the underſtanding, , and 
leading it to diſcern thoſe things that 
differ, and approve thoſe that are excel- 
lent, They who have entered themſelves 
into Chriſt's ſchool betumes, have great 
advantages for learning his religion ; of - 
becoming well initructed in the ndturi 
8 and deſign, the doctrines and duties of the 

goſpel, and being wiſe to ſalvation, Aged 
b--+ Hey 
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 faints are well acquainted with. the beſt 
things. Others may: know more of the 
world, of trade, of philoſophy, or human 
policy ; ; but Zhey know Chriſt and him 
crucified, They have made many uſeful 
obſervations on the methods of providence 
_ towards them, their families and the 
church of Gos: They know much of 
the evil 'and miſchief of ſin; of the na- 
ture of temptations, and the miny devices 
| of Satan. They are well acquainted with 
_ the ſuitableneſs and all-tfufficiency of the 


| Redeemer, and the pleaſures of religion ; 


and have a rich treaſure of chriſtian cx- 
. pertence in their hearts. This knowledge 
_ renders them truly honourable ; eſpecially, 
as it is applied to the beſt purpoſes. 
Their religion is not the effe&t of a haſty 
reſolution, but a deliberate choice, founded 
on ſerious enquiry and long experience. 
Their advancing years, their, ſtudy of the 
works and word of Gop, and attendance 
on the means of grace, have enlarged 
"their faculties and ripened their under- 
ſtanding ; fo that they are fully convinced, 
| that the. ways of the Lord are right, and 
_ they have circumſpectly walked in them. 
They have had time to examine every 
, _ thing, 
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thing, that can be alledged in favour of 
fin and holineſs. "They have tried many 
of thoſe things, in which the young and 
the unexperienced are ready to place their 
happineſs, and found them all empty, void 
and deceitful; and this hath led them 
to give their young friends many wiſe 
and friendly cautions. . They know, from 
frequent enquiries and long trial, that 
nothing but religion can ſatisfy the foul ; 
and that fearing Gop and keeping his 
_ coramandments 1s the whole duty and hap- 
pineſs of man, Now this wiſdom 1s, 'as 
Solomen Tarth, an ornament 'Yf grace unto 
tem, F | 


0 - piety of 2ged chriſtians is ap- 
proved and ſteadfaſt, 


% 


It is hard to judge of the real us; 
ters of men, and to know who are ſin-_ 
cere and who, hypocritical in their pro- 
tefſion of religion. Many may put on 
| the appearance of picty to ſerve ſome 

fecular purpoſe. Yea, worthy motives 
may prevail for a while ; ſo that we may 
entertain a good opinion of the integrity 


of 
+ Prov. iv. 9. 


. It may, at length appear, that they have 
no. root in themſelves, and their Jatter end 
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of thoſe. who may. afterwards fall away, 


| will be worſe than, their beginning, But 
_ the piety of an aged chriſtian is approved. 
He hath, paſſed through various ſcenes, 
_ and, had calls and opportunities to exer- 
ciſe the various graces of the chriſtian 
character. He hath been attacked by 
the allurements and by. the terrors of the 
. world; yet, like a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
' Chriſt, hath bravely ſtood his ground, 
| He hath paſſed thro? the trials of adver- 
fity, and the more dangerous trials of 
proſperity, He hath ſurvived moſt of his 
friends ; and by their removal, hath had 
| his patience and ſubmiſſion proved. He 

| probably hath endured ſome perſecution 
for conſcience ſake, and yet, maintained 
' his integrity; and, by not * fainting in 

_ the day of adverſity,” he hath an inward 
teſtimony, that his heart is right with 
Gop; and he is manifeſted to: the. con- 
ſciences of others, that he. is an upright 
_ reſolute chriſtian. An aged ſaint, 1s like 
a tree arrived. to maturity ; that having 
_ brought, forth fruit many years, 1n its ſea- 
ſon, 
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ſon, ſtood many ſtorms, and taken. root. 
the faſter, is known, by. all. around to be, 
very valuable. His long life ſpent in the. 
ſervice of Gop, makes his virtues eminent. 
| and conſpicuqus, and bears witneſs, not- 


only to the. fincerity of his faith and pro- 


 feffion, but to their firmneſs. and ſteadi- 
| nefs. His perſeverance in religion demon-. 


| ſirates the uprightneſs of, his heart, the 
| ſtrength of his love to Gop and Chriſt, 


and the immoveableneſs of his reſolution. 


for his ſervice. He is * rooted in the 


tach, grounded and ſettied ; * his habits, 


of piety are confirmed and become quite 
natural; and the frequent trials of his 
faith are found to praiſe before Gop, ang 
honour before men. 


4. The piety of the Abed is attended | 


| with great uſefulneſs, 


God 3s glorified when chriſtians tying 


forth much fruit: and in proportion to 
| men's uſefulneſs will be their honour, 


The piety of an. aged chriſtian is much 
to the glory of GOD, as it ſhows the 
excellency of his diſpenſations, and cſ-. 
peclally the Goſpel, as means of pro- 
ducing 
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ducing and encreafing this piety, and 
bearing the chriſtian on thro* difficulties, 
temptations and oppoſition. Aged ſaints 
have been, and continue to be, very uſe- 
ful to mankind. They have for many 
| years ſhone as Hights in a dark world, and 
produced a ſecret veneration for religion, 
in the hearts of thoſe, who will not be 
FETIUSOES to purſue 1t. Their ſteactaſt 
piety © Pots. to ſilence the 1gnorance of 
fooliſh men, who- complain of the re- 
_ ſtraints of religion as* unreaſonable ani 
intolerable, and of the Redeemer's laws as 
impracticable. Tt ſhows that the difficul- 
ties of it are not* ſo formidable as young 
minds are ready to imagine, and that the 
moſt powerful temptations to fin may, by 
divine grace, be overcome. — They arc 
uſeful to mankind, as living witneſſes to 
the kindneſs of Gop's providence, the 
riches of his grace, and his faithfulneſs to 
his promiſes, The diligence and zeal of 
their vigorous days, rendered them blel- 
| ſings to the world and church; and tho' 
they are ready to think, that they are 
incapable of ſerving Gop and their ge- 


neration, in the decline of life, and ſpeak 
of 
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of themſelves as quite uſeleſs, yer herein 
they greatly err. The light of their good 
examples /hines before men ; they are et 
forth as patterns of patience, contentment 
and thankfulnefs, under, the burdens and 
infirmities of age. Their prayers are ſer- 
viceable to the world and to the church, 
While their faculties continue, they are 
capable of giving excellent counjel and ad- 
vice td thoſe about them, which, coming 
from perſons of their age and wiſdom, 
will have peculiar weight, and tend to_ 
ſtrengthen their faith and reſolution. Their 
- accounts of their own experience in. paſt 
life; their teſtimony to the truth and the 
comfort of religion, and ſhowing Goy's 
. ſtrength and grace to the generation that 
is growing up, are very uſeful, And 
perhaps nothing hath made deeper im- 
preſſions of religion upon the minds of 
the riſing generation, than the counſels 
and weighty ſayings of their aged and 
dying parents. Or, if they are not ca- 
pable of ſaying much, their patient ſub- 
miſſion to their aMictions, and their chear- 
ful expectations of death and glory, ſpeak 
plainly and torcibly ; thow the excellency 
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'of "chriſtian principles and motives, and 
ſtrongly Tecommend, to all about them, 
"a ſteadfaſt adherence to them. Thus are 


"they uſeful,” even to the laſt, and therefore 
honourable. 


EIOpE [1 Their piety renders them peculiarly 
ripe for glory, as their hoary heads ſhow 
that they are near to It. 


"They are to be conſidered. as PR 
on the very borders of the heavenly 
world, juſt taking leave of us, and ſpee- 
-dily to be joined. to the ſpirits of juſt 


 _ -men made perfect. The day is at hand, 


when their warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, 
-and their everlaſting reſt and triumph 
commence. | Their race, which they run 
with patience and perſeverance, is juſt 
concluded, and they will ſoon receive the 
-prize. And when we conſider an aged 
chriſtian -as on the verge of heaven, and 
ſoon to receive the applauſe of Chriſt, we 
cannot but honour him; whatever his out- 
ward appearance may be. His graces ſhine 
brighter thro* the wrinkles that deform 
his countenance; and thoſe pains an 
| languiſhings, which * are the harbingers of 
death, 


S. rr. The Tonour of "aged Piety. 263 + 


death, 'afe alſo the harbingers of glory. 
— If we have any believing regard for 
the heavenly world, and its bliſsful inha- 
bitants, an aged ſaint that 1s fo like them, 


and ſo ſpeedily to be numbered among. 


them, "will be eſteemed by us as worthy 


of great honour: and his hoary head will 
appear as a crown of glory, when we. 


conſider him, as juſt going to receive a 


more glorious crown, which will never fade 
away, nor be attended with any care, 


forrow, or ſuffering. —— From theſe par- 
ticulars it appeareth, that the piety of the 


Aged 1s peculiarly honourable ; — it com- 


menced when they were young ; —1t hath 


been founded on knowledge and expe- 


_ rience ;z — hath been well-known, appro- 
ved and ſteadfaſt ; — in conſequence of it, 


they have been very uſeful in life, —and 


are peculiarly ripe for heavenly glory, 
and foon to enter upon 1t, Let us 
now conſider, 


Il. What uſeful inſtructions we may 
earn from this ſubject. : 


Te hoary head is a diſgrace and 
poo to an old ſinner, 
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| What more deſpicable chara&er can 
- there be, than that of a man who hath 
grown old in ſin, and ſpent all his days 
in the ſervice of the devil? How ſhock- 
ing is it to ſee perſons in the advance _ 
| and decline of life, who having enjoyed 
many religious advantages, yet *pprar 1g- 
norant of Gop and religion ; and © when 
for the time, they ſhould have been 
teachers of others, have need to be taught 
what are the firſt principles of the oracles 
of Gop!* How odious is it to obſerve 
them ſtill hankering after the world, heap- 
ing up riches and acting a fraudulent or 
a mean part to gain more! To be an old 
\ drunkard, an old ſwearer, an old miſer, 
what a horrible character! © That is a 
miſerable - old age, (faith a heathen phi- 
loſopher) that hath nothing venerable 
but gray hairs and wrinkles.* A jewith 
writer, 1n the Apocrypha, obſerveth, that 
© honourable age is not that which ftand- 
eth in length of time, nor that is meaſured 
by number of years: but wiſdom is the 
gray hair unto men, and an wunſpotted life 
is old "ge: '+ If any of you, who are 
advanced 


+ Wiſs. iv. 8, 9. 
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advanced in life, have lived forgetful of 
Gop and your ſouls, unmindful of the 
oreat end of hfe, and the buſineſs you 
were ſent into the. world about, be now 
awakened, and go not on © to treaſure 
up wrath, againſt the day of wrath.” Tr 
is high time indeed for you to awake out 
of ſleep: you have not a moment to loſe. 
The goodneſs of Gop in ſparing you hi- 
therto, and not cutting you off in your 
fins, 1s a loud call to ſearch and try your 
ways, to fly immediately for refuge to 
the hope of the goſpel, and to employ 
the ſhort remainder of your lives in the 
| beſt manner : elſe your hoary heads will 
only aggravate your ignorance, careleſsneſs 
and preſumption, and make your ruin 
more dreadful. For thus ſaith the Lord, 
* The ſinner being a hundred years old, 
ſhall be accurſed.” + 


2. Aged ſaints ought to be reverenced. 
Some reverence is indeed due to all that 
are Aged. Jt was a capital crime amongſt 
ſome of the heathen, to treat the Aged 
with contempt. And one of their moſt 


__.-- ancient 
+ Ifa. lxv.. 20. 
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ancient poets faith, © Reyerence gray hairs 
and give the Aged your ſeat and all ho- 
nours, and behave to them in very reC. 
_pe&t as you would to your father : * and 
another of them obſerves, that * Old men 
are the particular fayourites of heaven. 
The law of Gop required the. Jews to 
* riſe up before the hoary head, and honour 
the face of the old man.*'+ And it is 
mentioned as one of the calamities of 
Feruſalem, that * the child ſhould behave 
himſelf 'proudly againſt the ancient.” | 
| The perſons of the Aged- ſhould be ho- 
'noured, tho* their chara&ter may be de- 
teſtable; and the offices of kindneſs and 
pity ſhould be tenderly performed to them, 
| But great piety, joined with old age, 
renders it peculiarly honourable, Let us 
hold aged ſaints in the higheſt veneration ; 
ſpeak of them and to them with the great- 
eſt reſpe&; tenderly pity, and patiently 
bear with, their weakneſſes, and conſider 
the excellency of their chara&ters, as caſt- 
ing a luſtre even over their infirmittes. 
Let us earneſtly pray for them, that Gov 


would aſſiſt, ſupport and ſtrengthen them. 
| Let 


'4+. Lev, xix. 42. t Iſa. tt. 5. 
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Let us alſo conſult them and hearken to 


their advice. This is particularly the duty 
of the young ; eſpecially of the children 


of ſuch eminent chriſtians. Let them pay 


| the higheſt regard to their inſtru&tions and 
maxims. They are, alas ! too apt to ſlight . 
| themz or if, as they ſometimes expreſs 
it, * they give the old folk a hearing,” 
they do not lay their admonitions to heart : 

and the conſequence is generally fatal. 
Thus Rehoboam, the ſon of Solomon, loſt 


| his honour and the greateſt part of his 


| kingdom, * by forſaking the counſel of the. 
| id men, who had ſtood before his father, 
| and following that of the young men, 'who 
| had grown up with himſelf.” + According- 

| ly St. Peter exhorts, © Let the younger 
| be ſubject to the elder, and ſhow that 
ſubje&tion, eſteem and reſpe&t, which 


| the united charms of a hoary head and 
a righteous character demand, 


3. Aged ſaints ſhould proceed in the 
ways of righteouſneſs, with thankfulneſs 
and COurage. 


N 2 I would 


+ 1 Kings xii. 
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 . I would, with all deference, addre; 
© unto you, F athers, becauſe ye have 
known him that is from the beginning : 
and would exhort you, — in the firſt 
' place, to adore the grace of - Goy, who 
| hath reſtored your ſouls from your wan- 
_ derings, and led you in the paths of righ- 
teouſneſs for his. name* ſake : who hah 
ſupported both your lives and your graces 
' hitherto; ſet this glorious crown on your 
head, and begotten you to a lively hope 
of greater glory, even immortal honour, 
— And let me exhort the aged men and 


'-. women, as Paul commands Titus to do, 


* that they be ſober, grave, temperate, 
_ found in faith, in charity, in patience; 
. that they be, in behaviour, as becometh 
 godlineſs, and teachers of good things. 
| Let me intreat you to proceed in the ways 
of righteouſneſs, and not be weary of 
well-doing. Remember the dignity of 
your hoary head, .and be careful never to 
loſe or leſſen it. There is a remarkable 
ſtory in the hiſtory of the Maccadees, 
which deſerves the attention of aged chri- 


tjans.,  * In the perſecution under 4- 
nl br, frochus, 
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fiochns, king of Syria, Eleazar, ' one of 
the principal ſcribes among the Jews, an 
aged man, was commanded, on pain of 
death, to eat ſwine's fleſh, which was for- 
bidden by the law of Moſes; but he re- 
fuſed it. Some of his old acquaintance, 

| in order to fave his life, perſuaded him to 
take his own proviſion, and pretend to 
eat of the king's ſacrifice. - But, (ſaith the 
hiſtorian) he began to conſider diſcreetly 
and as became his age, and the excellency 
of his ancient years, and the honour of 
his gray head, whereunto he was come ; 
and his moſt honeſt education from a 
child ; or rather, the holy law made and. 
given by Gop : therefore he ſaid, © It. 
becometh not our age in any wiſe to dil- 
ſemble, whereby many young perſons 
- might think, that Eleazar, being fourſcore_ 
years old and ten, were now gone to a 
ſtrange religion : and ſo they, thro* mine 
hypocriſy and deſire to live a little time 
and a moment longer, ſhould be deceived 
by me; and I get a ſtain to mine old 
age, and make it abominable. Where- 
fore, now manfully changing this life, I 
Ng” will 
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.will ſhow myſelf ſuch a one, as mine age 
_ requireth, and leave a notable exampl: 
to fuch as. be young,* And when he had 
' faid theſe words, immediately he went to 
the torment. + - Polycarp, a primitive bi- 
ſhop and a' diſciple - of St. Fohn, being 
ſummoned before a heathen magiſtrate 
and commanded to abjure Jeſus Chriſt, 
made. this noble reply; © Fourſcore and 
| five years I have been ſerving Chriſt, and 
he hath never done me the leaſt wrong: 
how then ſhall I blaſpheme my King and 
my Saviour ?*— Let your experience ct 
the power and comforts of religion ; let 
| ſuch examples of ſteady piety z let the 
near approach of death and your hopes 
of glory, all join to make you very care- 
ful not to loſe the things that ye have iſ 
wrought, and ſully the honour to which | 

you have a claim. Labour after greater 
patience and contentment, greater morti- 
fication to the world, which you are fo 
ſoon to leave, and to have your conver- iſ 
ſation habitually in heaven, Endeavour Wſ 
. ro be vg: all the good you can, eſpe- | 
Cy 


+ 2 Macc. vl. 18, &C. 
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cially by. bearing teſtimony to the pleaſure 
and peace, that are to be found in the 
ways of righteouſneſs. Aged chriſtians, 
(as I hinted above) are apt to be diſcou- 


raged, becauſe they think they can do 


little for Gop. But, my friends, do the 
| beſt you can, out of regard to the maſter 
you ſerve, who doth not caſt off his aged 
ſervants, nor deſpiſe their feeble attempts 
to promote his intereſts; and who has 
promiſed that * to old age and hoar hairs 
he will beer, and GrTYs and deliver you, 
and never forſake you.* Do this, out of 
regard to your deſcendants, to thoſe whom 
you leave behind, and to the ſupport of 
religion. Endeavour, according to the 
language of the Pfſalmiſt, © to bring forth 


fruit even to old age, that you may flou- 


riſh in the courts of the Lord ;* that 
It may be ſaid of you, as of the church 
of Thyatira, * That your laſt works are 
more and better than the fir.” + Then 
will you ſhine in the double luſtre of age 
and holineſs, be the ornaments of religion, 
and © come to your grave in a full age, 
0 N 4 = -- 
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who are walking in them to diſhonour 


2 The Honour of aged Piety. $16: 
vj AS a ſhock of corn cometh 1 In, In its 
feaſon.” | 


"Fo TC is the wiſtom 6f young perſons 
| to enter on the ways of righteouſneſs. 


Ir is the duty of your parents, Young 
Friends, to lead you into them and walk 
| before you in them: to keep you from 
| the ways of fin, which are the ways of 
| ſhame, and from the company of thoſe 


and ruin. I exhort them to be careful, to 
_ © train you up in the way in which you 
ſhould go, that when you are old you 
- may not depart from it,* but have the 
honour of having perſevered in it. — Let 
me exhort all that are young to * chule 
the way of truth, and to ſtick to Gov's 
teſtimonies z to remember Your creator 
in the days of your youth;* and to be 
ſober-minded, temperate, grave, humble 
and ſerious. For conſider, you may not 
| live to be old; you may not have time 
or inclination to change your courſe here- 
after ; or if you have, it will be more 
difficult: or if you ſhould, by divine 
grace, 
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grace, conquer the difficulty and become 
holy at laſt, the remembrance of youthful 
Fr and follies- will be very painfal. To 
have devoted your. beſt days, the ſtrength 
and vigour of youth, to the ſervice "of y 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, and 
only the dregs- of your lives to Gopy, what 

a reproach will that be to you ! — But 
1 have very little hope of thoſe who 
forget Gop in their youthful days. Con- 
 fucius, the celebrated Chineſe philoſopher, 
obſerves, * He that-is arrived at forty 
years of age, and hath hitherto been a 

flave to ſome criminal habit, is not in a 
condition to ſubdue it. I hold his malady 
_ to be. incurable, and that he will perſevere. 
in his crime till death.* In like manner, 
an elegant writer of our own. obſerves, 
* Youth and manhood, not advanced age, 
are the proper ſtages of life for re&tifying 


any wrong bent of temper. If that: Sun, . 


which Gop' hath lighted up, doth not « dif 
fel the miſts and fogs of vice, before the 
noon of life, it 1s generally overcaſt tor the 
whole day.” + Indeed experience ſhoweth, 
N 5 OY that 

+ Seeds 
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that a-vain, , giddy,  thoughtleſs young man 
or woman; generally - makes a yk 
leſs, ſtupid, worthleſs : old one : and the 

| poet's words are often verified 5; © A youth 
| of frolitks,—'an old age of cards.” There- 
fore I'urge your ſpeedy. compliance with 
the call of the goſpel, and your choice 
of Gop as your maſter, guide and por- 
tion;.— This exhortation ſhould come with 
peculiar force on the hearts of thoſe, who 
are deſcended from parents and anceſtors, 
_ renowned for piety. Conſider, you who 
are the deſcendants of Gop's ſervants, 
what vaſt obligations you are under to 
him, for ſo diſtinguiſhing a privilege ; that 
you are accountable to him for the ad- 
vantage you enjoyed by their examples, 
counſels and prayers ;- and that this will 
| aggravate your diſobedience and your ruin, 
* if you forlake the Gop of your fathers. 
Conſider how deſirable it is, for your own 
ſake, that you ſhould be followers of 
them, as you would ſecure the honour of 
aged piety. Conſider how deſirable it 1s, 
for the ſake of religion, that you ſhould 
riſe vp in their room and ſtead, and that 
the 
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the unfeigned faith, which' dwelt in your 
pious' anceſtors, ſhould dwell in- you- allo. 
—— Upon the whole, to uſe the lan- 
ouage of the Apoſtle, © this is my deſire, 
that every one of you -do- ſhow the ſame 
piety, diligence and patience, to the full 
aſſurance of hope unto the end; that 
ye be not ſlothful, but followers of them, 
who, thro* faith and patience, inherit the 
. promiſes.” + Amen, | 


+ Heb. vi. 11, 12. 
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And alſo thus ſaid the king [David], Bleſ- 
fed be the Lord God of Ifrael, which 
hath given one to fit on my throne this 

Fo Wt mine eyes even ſeeing It, 


'NOWEST thou not this of old, 
_ faith one of Job's friends, ſince 
man was placed on the earth, that the 
triumphing of the wicked is ſhort ?* 
This obſervation is illuſtrated by the hiſ- 
tory of Adonijah, the ſon of David, of 
which the text is a part, and the end that 
. was, ſo ſpeedily put to the authority, 
which, he had unrighteouſly uſurped. Da- 
vid had greatly erred in his conduct to- 
wards his IT 4 eſpecially to Adonijah 
having 
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| having * not diſpleaſed him at any time, 
in ſaying, Why haſt thou done ſo?* 
This ſpoiled youth, taking advantage of 
his father's infirmities and confinement to 
his bed, * exalted himſelf, ſaying, I will be 
king,” and began to uſe ſome popular me- 
thods to eſtabliſh his intereſt, He engaged 
Joab, the general of the king's forces, and 
Abiathar, the prieſt, on his ſide.. Nathan, 
the prophet, who knew that Gop had 
| appointed Solomon to ſucceed David in the 
kingdom, conſults with Bath/heba his mo- 
_ ther, to defeat the pretender's ſcheme, 
and to ſet Solomon on the throne of his 
' father. For this purpoſe they inform Da- 
vid of the plot, of the perſons engaged 
in it, and of what fatal conſequence it 
would be to Solomon, Bathſheba, and the 
peace and happineſs of the kingdom, if 
the plot ſhould ſucceed. David therefore 
orders that Solomon ſhould be immediately 
anointed and proclaimed king : which 
was done, amidſt the loudeſt acclamations 
of the people. Adonijah and his confede- 
rates heard the noiſe and ſhouting ; and, 
| upon enquiry into the reaſon of it, were. 
inform that David had made Solomon 
king, 
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| king; that: Zadok the- prieſt, and Nathan 
the prophet, had anointed him; that he 


was actually feated/ on the; throne ; that 
_ the old king had received the congratu- 


lations of his courtiers and' officers on 

this occaſion z -and | received them with 

the greateſt pleaſure and thankfulneſs, ſay- 
ing * Bleſſed be the Lord Gop of Iſrael, 

which hath given one to fit on my throne 

this day, mine eyes even ſeeing it.? 

It may be ſubſervient to my preſent 


deſign, to illuſtrate the favours, which | 


David here celebrates with ſo much plea- 
ſure and thankfulneſs. — Namely, that he 
had a worthy ſon to ſucceed him in the 
throne ; — and that he ſhould have the 
honour to ſee him ſeated there. 


. © David bleſſeth Gov, that he had given 
him a worthy ſucceſſor.” It was a fatis- 


faction to him that he was not childleſs : 
| that when, for his fin in the matter of 
Uriah, the ſword had entered into his 
| houſe, and ſlain ſeveral of his children, 
Solomon was ſpared, who was the favou- 
rite of Gop ; he having dire&ted Nathan 
to call him Jedidiah, or the beloved of 
the Lord ; _ and that Adoniah's conſpiracy 

was 
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was ſoon and entirely defeated. ' David 
had great fatisfa&tion in Solomon's charac- 
ter, as Ohe. eminently wiſe and good ; 
10 | *:Joved the Lord, walking in the. 
ſtatutes of David his father ;* + in whom 
his people would heartily acquieſce and 
rejoice, and under whoſe government the 
kingdom -would be peaceful, proſperous 
and happy. —— Further, | 

* David bleſſed Gor, that he had the 
fingular honour Yo. fee this ſon ſeated 
on the throne of Iſrael: mine eyes even 
ſeeing it.” | The conſpiracy of Adonijak 
| ſhowed, that the appointment of Solomon 
| to be king, by David, and even by Gop 
himſelf, | had little weight with men of 
turbulent and ambitious ſpirits ; who, after 
David's death, might hope to ſet aſide 
the ſucceſſion, He therefore looked upon 
it as a peculiar favour of Gop to Iſrael, 
and eſpecially to himſelf, that his throne 
ſhould 'be filled, and the peace of ' the 
kingdom eſtabliſhed, during his life. He 
had thus an additional proof of Gopy's 
tathfulneſs to his promiſe, that Solomon 
ſhould ſucceed him, enjoy a peaceful 


reign, 


+ Ch. xi. 33. 
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reign, and build the houſe of God. He 
had an opportunity of ſeeing how wiſely 
Solomon began his reign, and: how firmly 
_ the kingdom was eſtabliſhed in- his hand, 
Amidſt.all the languor of nature, David's 
heart rejoiced in this happy ſettlement, 
and he aſcribes the praiſe to that Gop, 
from whom promotion cometh. — Let us 
- put our ſouls in his ſoul's ſtead, and think, 
what joy it muſt give to a dying prince, 
whoſe love to Gop, to his worſhip and 
to T/rael, was ſo ſtrong, to ſee his throne 
filled by ſo wiſe and worthy a ſucceſſor, 
and the hearts of all //ael, except a few 
deſperate men, united to him: and we 
ſhall not wonder that David, with ſuch 
ardent devotion, bleſſed the Lord Gop 
of I/rae! for ſo happy an event. 
_ From the words thus connected, we 
may naturally draw this obſervation, 
© That it is matter of great joy and thank- 
fulneſs to aged Chriſtians, when they are 
dying, to leave their families in- proſpe- 
rous and peaceful circumſtances; and el- 
pecially, riſing up in their ſtead to ſerve 
| Gop and ſupport religion.' ——1I propoſe, | 
{Es - z:.-T0 
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[. To illuſtrate this obſervation. 
II. To ſhow why ſuch a proſpe& gives 


ſo much pleaſure to aged faints ; — and 


then draw. ſome uſeful inferences from 
the ſubject. 


I. In order to illuſtrate this obſervation, 
it may be proper and uſeful to obſerve, 
that 1t 15 a pleaſure to an aged, dying | 
chriſtian, to leave his deſcendants in proſ- 
perous circumſtances ; —it- 15 a greater 
pleaſure to him to leave them in peace 
and love, but— his greateſt joy 1s to leave 
them in the way of holineſs, and zealous 
for the. intereſt of religion. 


1. It 1s a pleaſure to an aged, dying 
chriſtian, to leave his family in proſpe- 
rous circumſtances. 


It is the charafter of a good man, that 
he is not a lover of this world, nor 
anx1ouſly ſolicitous about future events, 
Nevertheleſs, he conſiders himſelf as obli- 
ged, by the laws of nature, reaſon and the 
goſpel; to provide for thoſe of his own 
houſe ; not only to furniſh them with the 

neceſlaries 
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.neceſſaries of , life, while he liveth, but 
; lay. up for them ſuch a ſhare of its good 
things. as he can, conſiſtent with their 
preſent ſupport . and comfort, and the 
_ Other demands, which his great Lord hath 
upon him. . He 1s not fſolicitous to heap 
up fo much wealth for them, as may be 

likely to make them idle, proud and Jux- 
 urious; but only ſo much as may fix 
them comfortably in the world; in that 
middle ſtation, which may be moſt friend-_ 
ly to their piety and happineſs, He re- 
_ collefts, with pleaſure and thankfulneſs, 
that Gop hath Zleſed his labour; that 
his children will not be left deſtitute and 
| helpleſs, and expoſed to all the temp- 
| tations of poverty. He 1s particularly 
pleaſed and- thankful, that what he leaves 
| his family is the fruit of his honeſt induſtry : 
_ that he hath no ill-gotten money among 
his ſubſtance, to bring a curſe upon it: 
that he hath not defrauded the king, his 
' dealers, or workmen, of their dues : that 


he hath given Chriſt's miniſters and the IiW 


| poor, ſuch a ſhare of his ſubſtance, as 
he thought in his conſcience he ought to 
wk in proportion to the degree in which 

providence 
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providence had favoured him. He is glad 
that, in conſequence of this, his family 
will be likely to have the bleſſing of Gop, 
with what he leaves them. He rejoiceth 
in that declaration of So/omon, * The juſt 
man walketh in his integrity : his children 
are bleſſed after him ;*+ and he dieth 
with a full perſualion, that it will be 
confirmed to his children. 


It is a preater pleaſure to him to 
Pe his deſcendants in unity and love. 


| David had ſeen and felt much of the 
fatal miſchiefs-of diſcord in his own fa- 
mily : but he hoped the ſettlement of ſo 
wit and benevolent a prince as Solomon 
on the throne, would eſtabliſh and ſecure 
its peace, Contentions and quarrels, be- 
tween whomſoever they happen, are grie- 
vous to all the ſons of peace z diſhonour- 
able to religion, and injurious to its 
power : but between thoſe of the ſame_ 
ſtock and family, they are moſt ſhameful 
and pernicious. "he aged faint, when he 
1s going to the world of peace, is de- 
lighted to re his deſcendants peaceful and 

"Sriendly' ; 
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friendly ; loving as brethren z courteous 
- and kind one to another, It would gpreat- 
ly embitter his dying moments, 1f he had 
reaſon to fear, that, after his deceaſc, 
they would .* fall out by the. way ;* or, 
if prudence kept them from open con- 
tentions, would manifeſt that coldneſs 
and indifference one to another, which is 

inconſiſtent with brotherly love, and would 
_- Prevent their hearty concurrence in proper 
meaſures for their mutual benefit, or even 
_ the advancement of religion, But he de- 
parts in peace, when he ſeeth reaſon to 
| believe, that they will © dwell together in 
unity ; * abound in good offices to one 
another ; and that there will be no trite. 
nor emulation between them, except it be 
that laudable -one, who ſhall do moſt for 
the honour and comfort of the- family, 
and to promote each others bet intereſt, 
Thus leads me to add, - 


. It is his oreateſt joy to leave his 
: F165" he in the way of holineſs, and 
zealous for the ſupport of religion. 


1 doubt not but David's heart exulted 
and gave thanks, for Solomon's ſettlement 
| M 


ld 
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on the- throne, principally becauſe he had 
all encouragement to believe, that this 
his ſon would walk in Gov's ſtatutes, 
build him a houſe, eſtabliſh his worſhip 
and promote truth, juſtice and piety thro? 
all I/rael. And next to the, good hope 
'of his own eternal falvation, there is 
nothing can give the heart of a pious 
parent higher delight than fuch a proſ- 
pe&t as' this. * A "wiſe ſon, faith Solomon, 
maketh a glad father. The farher of a 
wiſe child always rejoiceth in him;?* ef- 
pecially when he 1s quitting the ſtage of 
life, and can do no more for the church 
of Gop, than pour out his prayers for 
its proſperity. How is the heart of an 
aged dying chriſtian wounded, even when | 
he hath a comfortable hope that he is 
entering on eternal reſt, to think that he 
leaves wicked and graceleſs children be- 
hind him ! degenerate plants ! who, not- 
withſtanding all his care and culture, bring 
forth only wild grapes; who will be the 
orief of the righteous, a diſhonour to the 
tamily from which they ſprung, and to a 
chriſtian profeſſion; and who may be 
inſtruments of corrupting others, and thus 


 aggra- 
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a aggravating their own -ruin! On the other 
hand, his joy and. gratitude can ſcarcely 


be expreſſed, when he. ſeeth his--children, 


under. the influence of religious principles 
and divine. grace, knowing 'the Gop of 
their fathers, and not only eſcaping the 


pollutions that are in the world thro? luſt, 
but deeply concerned to ſecure an in- 


tereſt in Chriſt and the ſalvation. of their 
' ſouls; giving themſelves to . prayer, and 

attending diligently and ſeriouſly on the 
_ publick means of grace : when he ſeeth 
them fixed in uſeful ſtations ; ruling their 
houſes well ; ſupporting religion by their 
countenance and purſe, and adorning it by 
their lives. — Thus he hath juſt reaſon to 
conclude, that they are ſo well eſtabliſhed 
as not to be moved from their ſteadfaſt- 
neſs. In conſequence of .this, he can 
moſt chearfully commit them to the di- 


vine care and faithfulneſs, leave them {ſe- 


_ cure and happy in the friendthip of Gov, 


and in the way to heaven. He can con- 


 fidently adopt the dying words of Fo/eph 


to his brethren and poſterity ; * I die: but 


_ Gop will ſurely viſit you, and bring you 
| 5.00 
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to the land, which he hath promiſed.” + 
— — Thus do dying ſaints rejoice and 
give thanks, when they leave their de- 


ſcendants in eaſy and peaceful circum- 


ſtances, and eſpecially when they ſee them 
riſing up, in their ſtead, to ſerve Gor 
I go on to. 


and ſupport | religion. 
conſider, 


II. Why ſuch a proſpe&t giveth fo 
much joy to aged and dying chriſtians. — 
Now this joy ariſeth, partly from their 
_ natural love to their deſcendants ; — but 
| chiefly from their concern for the honour 
of Gop and Chriſt,, and for the conti- 
nuance and ſpread of religion ; — and 
from their expectation of meetin 
azain in a better world. 


g them 


1. This-joy ariſeth, in part, from their 
natural love to their deſcendants. 


Gop hath implanted in all creatures a 
| ſtrong affeftion to their offspring; in 
& order that they may preſerve and ſuſtain 
| them, till they are capable of providing 

tor themſelves. This natural inſtinct or 
affection 
+ Gen. 1. 24. | 
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- affection is, in good men,- ſantified by 
| religion. It is under the government of 
a ſtronger and nobler principle : a prin- 


ciple, which leads parents to conſult the 
ſpiritual and. eternal welfare of their off. 


ſpring. "The care which they take of 
their children. is attended 'with great de- - 
light; and even their ſolicitude about 


them hath 1ts pleaſure. But when they 


have a regard to their children's happi- 
| Heſs, not merely thro? -natural affection, 


but from conſidering them as rational 
immortal creatures, capable of enjoying 
the greateſt intelleCtual felicity, or liable 


to the moſt exquiſite miſery, and that 
_ for ever; it turns the ſtream of natural 


affection into a proper channel: and 
hence they. have no greater joy than to ſee 


them ferious and holy. Thus their chil- 
dren become dear to them, by a ſtronger 


and more engaging tie, than, that of na- 
ture; eyen their common relation to 
Gop, as their Father and Friend , and to 
Jeſus, .as their Redeemer and. Saviour. 
The real chriſtian, from a conviction that 


. godlineſs is profitable to all things, ha- 


ving the promiſe of the life, that now 1s, 
; | and 
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and that which is to come, urgeth his | 
deſcendants by. all perſuaſive. arguments, 


to. follow after it; and when he ſeeth, 


that, thro' a diving bleſſing, his inſtruc- 


tions are. not vain, he rejoiceth over them 
with great Joy. 


2. The concern, which aged chriſtians 
feel for the honour of Gov and Chriſt, 
| and/ for the continuance and ſpread of 
religion, increaſeth this joy. 


1 mention theſe together, becauſe the 


latter is the natural, neceſlary conſequence 
of the former. The great obje& of a 


good man's deſire 1s, © that Gop in all 
things may be . glorified through Jeſus 


Chriſt; * that his perfeCtions may be ſeen 


and manifeſted in the world; . eſpecially 
by the ſpread of his glorious goſpel ; 
and that he may receive that reverence, 
homage and love, which 1s "due to him 
from "all his rational, eſpectally his re- 


deemed, creatures. He rejoiceth, that, in 


order to this, Gop will have a ſucceſſion 
of faithful ſervants in every age, and 
that the number of the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfe&t, will be continually increa- 
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ſing, by colonies removed fromthis earth. 
In this view' it is a pleaſing refleion to 
_ him,” that ke hath''been an inſtrument of 
producing and training 'up a race of ra- 
tional immortal beings, to ſerve and glo- 
rify Gop, to improve in holineſs, and 
_ ripen for eternal glory. — The good man 
' hath ſuch an ardent affeQtion to the Re- 
_ deemer, and feels ſo much of 'the con- 
ſtraining influence of his dying love, that 
he earneſtly prays for the proſperity of 
his church ; and he labours, according to 
his ſtation and ability, to promote the in- 
tereſt of his Lord and Saviour. In this 
view, he. rejoiceth that his own deſcen- 
dants belong to Jeſus z that heir names 
are written in the lamb's book of life, 
as well as- enrolled among the members 
of his church below; and that they are 
' a part of that ſeed, which ſhall /erve 
Chriſt, and declare' his mighty works and 
amazing grace to their children. — The 
aged chriſtian feels ſo ſincere and ſtrong 
an affeftion to all his fellow-creaturcs, 
whom he is leaving behind, that he de-_ 
lights in the proſpe& of religion's being 
ſupported and maintained among ther. 
It 


. 
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It is his heart? 's deſire and. prayer for | 
them all, that they may be ſaved ; that 
as one. generation paſſeth away and. ano- | 
ther .cometh, there may. be in each a 
large number of holy zealous chriſtians, 
who ſhall -be like the ſalt of the earth, to 
keep it from general corruption , or like 
a little leaven hid in a heap of meal, to 
abc the whole maſs. It is his Joy to 
think, that tho* he is dying, religion is not 
dying with him ; . that that will ſurvive. 
and continue in the town and neighbour- 
hood, to which he is related; and eſpe- 
cially in his own family. He hath a 
chearful hope, that there will be ſome, 
who may inherit 4is name and eſtate thro? 
future "generations, that will uphold the 
cauſe of truth, liberty, holineſs and peace ; 
be pillars in the houſe of Gon, and the 
joy of ſucceeding miniſters in it. The 
more the dying chriſtian loveth Gop and 
his ways, his houſe and worſhip, the more 
pleaſed and thankful he 1s, that there are. 
thoſe riſing up in his place and ſtead, 
who will have the ſame love and care, 
| and_be the ot Ig of religion, when he 
is laid in the duſt. But the principal 
= AF4 | grvnna 
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b ground of his. joy and praiſe on this oc. 
cafion IS, 


2 "His proſpe&t of meeting his pious 
deſcendants again in the heavenly world. 


It is a moſt reviving and glorious con- 
ſolation, which the goſpel affords to dying 
ſaints, 'that when © they part with their 
pious friends and relatives, it is: not an 
eternal ſeparation : it 1s indeed but a ſhort 
one. For when Chriſt ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, there ſhall be © a gatherins- 
together of all his faints'unto him ;* + and 

| he will ſo range and diſpoſe them in the 
heavenly manſions, that thoſe who were 
united in the. bonds of pious friendſhip 
| here, ſhall be happy in the renewed ac- 
_ quaintance and ſociety of each other, and 
ſhall be ever with. one another and with 
the Lord, What can be more cutting to 
a pious, tender, affe&tionate parent, when 
putting off the body, than to look on 
his children, or other near relations, and 
to think, « 'Theſe, I fear, I ſhall never {cc 
more, except it be in circumſtances of 
_ anguiſh and: deſpair at the bar of Chritt, 
and muſt bear my teſtimony againſt thei 
; obſtinacy 
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obſtinacy and incorrigibleneſs in that ſo- 

lemn day.* But, O, with what joy doth 
the dying chriſtian look round on his 
pious dutiful children, when he thinks, 
that he ſhall ſoon meet them again in the 
preſence of Chriſt, with their graces in- 
finitely improved, and all their impertec- 
tions done away : that he ſhall have the 
honour 'and joy 'of preſentmg them to 
Chriſt, and ſaying z * Behold here am 1, 
and the children which thou halt 'gra- 
ciouſly given me; which I have trained 
up for thee ; -and, being redeemed by thy | 
blood and fanAtified by thy Spirit, are 
now meet -for the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light. This inheritance I ſhall ſhare 
with them for ever; and my Joys will 
_ multiply. upon me, by the fight of every 
child that 1s a partaker of it.* *© I «die, 
doth -he fay to them, but my Gov will 
be with* you and bang us together again 
to part no more.* Who can expreſs the 
Joy, which a dying faint feels "in ſuch a 
proſpeC&t as this ! — His natural, his ſanc- 
tified, love to his deſcendants ; — his con- 
cern for the honour of his Gop and 
Saviour, and for the continuance and 
* = wo ſpread 
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Fon 'of religion ; ; — and his expectation 
| of a joyful meeting, and an eternal abode, 
with is beloved offspring in the heavenly 
world, lay a juſt foundation for his joy 
- and thankfulneſs, even in death itſelf. — 
1 am now to conclude the DV IROecT with 
ſome uſeful | d 


INFERENCES. 


1. It ſhould be the. earneſt, deſire, and 
diligent care, of all parents, that they 
may have this joy. 


What hath been faid on this ſubject 
ſhould be a motive to them, to watch 
over the temper and education of their 
children with the utmoſt attention ; that 
they may not have their declining years, - 
and particularly their dying hours, 
embittered by painful reflections 29d 

.  proſpefts. Gop hath committed t 
you, Chriſtian parents, immortal fouls, 
which hE requireth you to train up for 
' him; and your own happineſs very much 
y depends on this work being well done; 
2 _ Eſpecially your comfort in departing from 


© this ans Reaſon and daily obſervation 
tell 


% 
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tell. you, that you muſt die, - and. leave 
your families... You will then want every 
conſolation. Sincere. religion, ; in t the heart 
' will. then ſupport it; and. good | men, an 
theſe circumſtances, have | -been, enabled | to 
rejoice, that, * tho? their houſes, were Hot 
ſo with Gob as they could wiſh, yet he 
hath made with them an everlaſting CO- 
venant, "ordered in all things and Hare, 
which 1s all their ſalvation and all their 
defire.” But (even then their! hearts have 
felt a mingled bitterneſs, when the cha- 
racter of their children hath been bad, 
or very doubtful, Let. me, therefore, 
with the. greateſt ſeriouſneſs, urge you, to 
. ©.train up. your children. in is nurture. 
_ and admonition_ of the Lord ; * that you 
inſtrutt and admoniſt them, as David. did 
Solomon, to * know the Gov of their fa- 
thers, and-ſerve him with an upright . and 
willing, heart.” Frequently remind them, 
what a.joy it will be to. you to ſee them 
truly religious ; - ſo that if they have any 
gratitude, any compaſſion, | or any ſenſe 
of decency, they may give you. this joy, 
and may be, and do, that, which will ſoften 
your dying bed. — Labour to inſtru and 


IL  accuſtom 
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accuſtom them to rule their {pirits and 
govern their paſſions  - to live-in Peace, 


and love one another; and often . incul- 


cate upon them, *© how good and pleaſant 
.1t 1s for brethren to dwell together in 


unity.* — Let your own condud? be holy 


and unblameable, - that no * iniquity of 
| your's may be laid up for your chil- 
'.dren;* + and that they may daily ſee in 
you the amiableneſs and excellency of 
holineſs. Let them obſerve, that you are 
liberal to thoſe who are in neceſſity, zea- 
AE to ſupport religion, and ready to eve- 


ry © good deed for the houſe of Gon, and 


the offices thereof,” This will not only 


be a pattern 'to them, but be likely to 

bring a bleſſing upon your family, inſtead 
of hurting it, The righteous, ſaith Da- 
vid, is ever merciful and lendeth, and his 
ſeed 18 bleſſed. LN The pious Dr. Anneſly, 


when one of. his friends hinted to him, 
that his charity was too great, conſidering 
the number of his children, anſwered, 
© You quite miſtake the matter: I am 
" laying up- portions for my children,” — 


Ag be careful to ſupport your autho- 
rity 


+ TY vg 19. 1 Pfalm XKXXV11, 20, 
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rity in your families, and to reſtrain the | 
appearance of evil, without rigour on the | 
one hand, or exceſſive indulgence on the 
other. It is no wonder, that Adonijah re- 
 belled againſt Gop and David, when * his 
father had never difpleaſed him at any: 
time, in ſaying, Why haft thou done fo ? ? 
had never corrected nor even reproved 
him.— To all your endeavours to pro- 
| mote the piety of your children, add your 
daily and earneſt prayers to the Gop of 
all grace, for his blefling upon them. 
Thus David prayed, *© Give unto Solomon, 
my ſon, a perfe& heart. Now, Lord, let 
it pleaſe” thee to bleſs the houſe of thy. 
ſervant.” You have thus encouragement 
to hope, that your labour will not be vain 
that your children will grow up, as plants 
of righteouſneſs; that you will leave 
them behind 'you with much ſatisfaCtion, 
and that they will be your glory, Joy and 
crown of 0 at the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. — We may infer, 


2. Aged chriſtians, | who have this oy, 
GE. to be very thankful. 
© "4 a Bleſs -. 
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Bleſs the Lord'Gov' of Ifrad, as Da- 
| vid” did,” that” he hath given you dutiful 
_ and religious” children, and ſpared you to 
| be witneſſes” of their holy converſation. 
You” know too much of yourſelves, of 
human nature in its preſent corrupt ſtate, 
and of the word of God, to aſcribe the 
piety of your offspring to any thing pe- 
<ularly gentle and traQtable in their ſpi- 
_ rits; to any uncommon prudence or ſkill 
in your inſtruCtions ; to any thing remark- 
ably engaging in your example. Even 
ſuch advantages come from Gop, the Fa- 
ther of our ſpirits. He put an affection 
for them, and care of them, into your 
hearts. His Spirit opened their minds to 
receive religious impreſſions, and made 
your pious labours effe&tual for their con- 
verſion and holineſs. Adore divine grace, 
which hath conferred ſuch a diſtinguiſhing 
favour upon you. — To excite and cheriſh 
your, gratitude, conſider how many pious 
parents are mourning over their Abſaloms 
and; Adonijahs., their diſobedient -and. re- 
bellious children. . "They have no other fa- 
tis! action but this ; 3 ſome glimmering hope, 
CF : that 
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| that perhaps divine grace may turn their 
hearts hereafter,: . or if not, that _ © their 


own work Is with the. TOI6s; and their 


reward with their Gop : * and that in the 


other world, they ſhall be. ſo like Chriſt 


in holineſs, as to feel no more painful 


ſenſations on account, of the wickedneſs 
even of their own. children ; but ' ſhall, 
with calm approbation, behold their final 
doom, when Chriſt ſhall bid them depart. 
Such diſtreſſed chriſtians claim our ten- 
dereſt pity and earneſt prayers. — Let thoſe 


whom Gop hath honoured with pious 


children, and ſpared to ſee them eſtabliſh- 
ed in the way of holineſs, celebrate his 


loving-kindneſs in life and death. And 


let them conſider all their joy on this ac- 


count, as a ſtrong obligation upon them, 
to employ their remaining time and 


ſtrength, in endeavouring to - promote 
higher degrees of piety, zeal and uſeful- 
neſs, in thoſe that ſhall come after them. 
| —— Let me infer, 


3. It is the duty of young perſons | to 
fulfill their parents? joy. 


A 
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' _ of him. Thy father and thy mother ſhall . 
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| Let them be ſolicitous to cheriſh and__ 
ndnifett thoſe graces 'and diſpoſitions, 
which will afford their parents much com- 
fort, eſpecially when they are aged and 
dying. *©* The father of ' the righteous, 
ſaith Solomon, ſhall greatly rejoice, and he 
"that begetteth a wiſe child ſhall have joy | 


be glad, and ſhe that bare thee ſhall re- 
_ Joice.” F I might urge this' upon you, 
Young friends, by many conſiderations, — 
You owe it in gratitude to Gop, who hath 
ſo ordeted it, in the courſe of his provi- | 
| dence, that you ſhould deſcend from a 
pious ſtock, and enjoy innumerable ad- 
vantages, which the greater part, even of 
_ the chriftian world, want. — You owe this 
in gratitude to your parents, to whom you 
"can never render ſufficient. thanks, or 
perform equivalent ſervices. Think of 
all the pains and forrows, which your 
_ render and affectionate mothers have en- 
dured to bring you into the world, to 
nurſe and rear you. "Think of their ma- 
ny Toguing days and ſleepleſs nights. 
"Think 


| - + Prov. SL 24, 35 
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Think of '/the toils and cares of your 
parents, 'thro* a ſeries of years, to pro- 
_ cure your ſubſiſtence, health and comfort. 
Think of the expences of your educa- 
tion; the ſolicitude, with which they have 
been continually following you ; the exhor- 
tations, counſels and reproofs they have 
given you ; and all the fighs and tears, the 
concern and anxiety, which you may have 
coſt them. And will you be fo unnatu- 
ral, baſe and cruel, as to deſpiſe all this ; 
to render them evil for fo much good, 
unkindneſs and even hatred for all this 
love, and * bring down their gray hairs 
with forrow to the grave ?? Surely, you 
will not, can not, be ſo wicked, If you 
- are, you will be abhorred by all the wife 
and good: ; F and the great Gop, who 

hath 


# 


+ In what light the heathen conſidered ingrati- 
tude and diſreſpett to parents, may be learned from 
the following paſſage. * Knoweſt thou not, ſaid 
Secrates, that the Republick concerns not herſelf 
with common ingratitude. But if any one be dif- 
reſpe&ful to his parents, there is a puniſhment for 
ſuch ingratitude, The laws reje& him as an out- 


law, and. will not receive him into any publick 
office. - 
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| wok fron all the concern of your parents 
for. you, | bottled all their tears, and re- 


» 


giſtered all their exhortations and prayers 


In his book of remembrance, will moſt 
awfully puniſh you. ' He may, perhaps, 


repay you #1: kind, by” ſuffering you to 


' have undutiful and rebellious children, 


who may be worſe than yourſelves, and 


come to publick infamy and execution, 


* your eyes even leeing it, He will, 


-however, certainly make your plagues 


wonderful in the future ſtate. Let thoſe, 


who have hitherto forſaken the counſel of 


their pious parents, and been * a heavi- | 
neſs of heart unto them,* think on their 


| ways, repent and return to the Lord , that 
at length their parents* ſorrow may be 
turned into. - Joy. to ee their children, who 


were 


office. Such a one is incapable of performing any 
great aQtion, or diſtributing Juſtice. They who 
contemn their . parents will be blamed and aban- . 


_doned by all the world. If men fee thee to be 


ungratefu] to thy parents, they will not believe 
that thou wilt be grateful to others, It is partl- 
cularly examined, concerning candidates for offices, 
Whether they have been reſpetul and grateful to 


their parents.” Xenophon, Memor, I, ii. C11. $. 13, 14+ 
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were ſpiritually dead, made. alive, and 
theſes who were loſt, found. —— Thoſe 
of you, who. have choſen the way of 
truth, begun well, and raifed the ex- 
pectation of your parents, miniſters, and 
other chriſtian friends, be careful, that 
you do not diſappoint us. Let not your 
goodneſs be © as the morning cloud and 
_ early dew, that paſſeth away ;* but la- 
bour to improve in wiſdom and piety ; ; 
to grow 1n the knowledge of Chriſt cruci- 
fied, and 'to live by faith in' him. To 
this end, ** be not high-minded but fear, 
and watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation z * that you may be more 
and more the joy of all that love Chriſt 
and his cauſe; and eſpecially that your _ 
parents may 'have encreaſing comfort in 
you, and may, bleſs Gop for you with 
| their dying breath. It is mentioned, as 
an amiable part of the character of the 
judicious Mr. Richard Hooker, that he- uſed 
to ſay, * If I had no other reaſon and 
motive for being religious, I would ftrive 
earneſtly to. be 'Þ: for the ſake of my 
aged mother, that I may requite her care 


of 


v go4. The Yoy of aped Saints, &c. S. 1, 
of me, and cauſe the widow's heart to 
. fing for joy.' —— I conclude with addref. 
fing. you, in the words of Solomon, with 
a traly paternal tenderneſs and concern, 
* My ſon, if thine heart be wiſe, = heart 
ſhall rejoice, even. mine.* + 
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DISCOURSE XIN. 


The Hand of Gov in removing our 
Friends and Acquaintance far from us, 
conſidered ang improved. 


PIR 


Ps AL M lxxxviil. 8. 


Ine Py friend haſt Thou put Ko from 
me, and mine acquaintance into dark- 
neſs, ; 


E X T to the joys of Makin thoſe 
. N of friendſhip are moſt rational, ſub- 
lime and fatisfa&tory, Burt they, like all 
other earthly joys, have their mixtures 
and allays, and are very precarious. We 
are often called to weep with our friends, 
and ſometimes to weep over them, Grief 
and tears for their death, are the fad tri- 
bute we pay for loving and being be- 
loved. — This ſeems to have been the 
cafe with the author of this melancholy 
pſalm, where our text 1s, He: was exer- 


ciued. 
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_  - Ciſed with great. afflictions, of. body, . and 


_ deep diſtreſs of mind.  *© His ſoul was full 
of troubles, and his life drew nigh to the 
_ grave. . He was, ſhut ,up and . confined 
' by weakneſs. and pain, ,and could . not go 
Fforth,* - to his buſineſs. or: pleaſure, to the 
_ focial or ſolemn aſſembly, v. 3—8. He 
_ adds, that * he had been afflicted and ready 
to die from his youth up.;? v. 15.. which 
| ſeems to intimate that "ig was now an 9/ 
man. Some of his acquaintance and friends 
- had deſerted him, and © he was become an 
abomination to them,* v. 8. They would 
not aſſiſt him, nor afford him the com- 
fort of a friendly viſit, and the cheap 
_ kindneſs of a ſoft, compaſſionate word, 
Others of them, who. would - have been 
faithful and -kind to him in | his diſtreſs, 
. were taken out” of- the ' world : and this, 
at a time when, thro' age and. infirmitics, 
| he peculiarly needed their company and. 
aſſiſtance. To this he refers in the text; 
- and with this he concludes the pſalm, as 
- the heavieſt ſtroke of all. * Lover and 
friend haft thou put far from me, and 
Hans acquaintance into darkneſs. This 
1s. a common caſe; and frequently the 
| caſe 
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caſe of 'the' Aged. ' It is no unuſual 'thing - 


for old people to out-live. their | neareſt 
relations; the companions ' of their lives ; 
their children, and ſomerimes their grand- 
_ children'too : and they are, as the Pſal- 


miſt. expreſſeth''it; © like 'a ſparrow * alone 


_ upon the houſe-top. As I am now par- 


ticularly addrefling the Aged, I propoſe to 
conſider this very afflictive caſe ; and ſug- | 
geſt ſome thoughts and adyices to them, 


which I lipe,. thro? a divine bleſſing, 


will concur, with the ſorrow of the coun- 


tenance, to make the heart berter, - 
T ſhall, therefore, 


I. Conſider the heavy ' «8iQdon; with 


which the Pfalmiſt was viſited. 


IT. His devout acknowledgment of the 


| hand of Gop in it : —and then, add ſome 
uſeful reflections from the Ttubject. 


I. E am to conſider the heavy afliction, 


_ which the Pſalmiſt was vilited. 


It will be proper here to conſider, the 
perſons he ſpeaks of, and what was be- 


come of them. — The- perſons ſpoken of 


were, his acquaintance, friends and lovers, 


Man 
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Man is a creature formed for” ſociety : he 
"could not ſubſiſt without it; or if he 
could, would be a miſerable being. There 
is ſome comfort in having, what we call, 
acquaintance ; eſpecially if . they are ſen- 
ible, neighbourly, well-behaved perſons, 
The common intercourſes of life, viſits 
and converſation, have their pleaſures, 
| They tend to remove the roughneſs of the 
' mind, to increaſe our kiidwhkedge of hu- 
man nature, exerciſe our ſocial affections, 
and promote civility and love. Even from 
acquaintance we may often want and de- 
_ rive aſſiſtance, But the original word, 
. rendered acquaintance - in the text, 15 in 
_ Other places tranſlated kinsfolk and fani- 
liar Friends : and compared with the other 
_ words. here uſed, ſhoweth, that the Pſal- 
miſt doth not ſo much refer to thoſe, with 
| whom he had a general acquaintance only, 
.as to thoſe to whom he was allied by 
| blood or friendſhip, and for whom hc 
had a tender affection. The ties of na- 
ture are ſtrong and endearing. Where | 
_ perſons aefcend from the ſame ſtock, and 
have grown up together, there is generally 


E moſt intimate friendſhip formed between 
them, 
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them. The tics of friendſhip, where there _ 
is no. Previous relation, are ,often more 
tender and, ſtrong, than thoſe of nature :. 
and, as Solomon - obſerveth, © There is a 
friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother." | 
When perſons have had long experience of - 
each other's temper, and there hath been 
a free communication of counſels, joys 
and griefs; when they have, by- a ſeries 
of kind offices thro? many years, afſiſted 
one another in difficulties and perplexi- 
ties, and been intent upon promoting each 
other's wiſdom, holineſs and credit, —their 
hearts are knit together in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, and the principles of gratitude, 
honour, love and piety confirm the union. 
—Such friends and relatives the Pſalmiſt | 
had enjoyed; and—hat he enjoyed them no 
longer, was the afMiliction, which he fo 
pathetically laments in the text, They 
were put far from him; removed to a. 
diſtance, To loſe the company of ſuch. 
friends is painful; for according to an_ 
Arabian proverb, * The preſence of a friend 
brightens the eye? and gladdens the hearr. 
= 0 loſe their counſel cog advice Is paln- 
tul, To be deprived of thoſe in whole 
fairhful | 
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 fection, and. © PR that ey of friend- 


faithful breaſts we could repoſe our ſecrets 


and our confidence; who would mildly 


reprove our errors and wiſely dire& our 
ſteps; who would remove ſome of our 


grievances by their aſſiſtance, and lighten 
' the reſt by their ſympathy; who would | 


leſſen our cares and - double our Joys— 
this is to a friendly heart very grievous,— 
It is painful to a pious mind, to loſe the 


| fight of their good works and examples : 
| for © as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the 


countenance of a man, his friend,% Tt 


keepeth his graces alive and active, and ex- 
cites a laudable emulation to excel. Tho? 
our friends were fo ſituated by that pro- 
 vidence, which fixeth the bounds of men's 


habitation, that we could ſeldom ſee and 


converſe with them, it was a pleaſure and 
advantage to us to hear from them, and to 


read the friendſhip and . piety of their 


hearts in their letters. To know that 
| they. were daily mindful of us in their 


prayers, and to have kept up the beſt kind 


' of correſpondence, by mutual addreſſes to 


the throne of Grace for each other's wel- 
fare, tended to ſtrengthen our mutual at- 


{hip 
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| ſhip, which diſtance and abſence are apt 
| to occaſion, To be deprived of their cor- 
reſpondence and prayers, is therefore ano- 
ther painful circumſtance in their removal 
from us.—But what chiefly aflicted the 
Pſalmiſt, and will aMi& every generous 

| heart, was, that his friends and lovers 
were removed into darkneſs : ; that is, to. 
the grave, which 1s called in ſcripture, 
| © the land of darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
| death: a land of darkneſs, as darkneſs 
itſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, with- 
out any order or ſucceſſion; and where 

_ the light 1s as darkneſs. + They were put 
ſo far from him, that he could ſee them 
no more; -were dead and buried out of 
his Gghtz neither would one © of their 
friends on earth any more behold them. 
Thus are  ozr friends put into darkneſs, 
The eyes that uſed to ſparkle with pleaſure, 
when we met after long abſence, are 
cloſed in death. The voice, | that uſed 
to delight and. edify'us, is ſealed up in 
everlaſting filence. There is no converſ- 
ling with- them. perſonally nor by letters, 
Not lands and ſeas divide us from them, 
but 


+ Job-x. 21, 22. 
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bur regions of vaſt, unknown ſpace, which 
we cannot yet paſs over; and which they 
cannot, | and indeed would not, tread 
back, as much as. they loved us. We 
have no way of conveying intelligence to 
them or recerving it trom them. Perhaps 
px they were: put far from us in their youth, 
or in the midit of their days and uſeful. 
neſs ; when we promiſed ourſelves many 
years. of pleaſure in their friendſhip and 
converſe, and expe&ted many years of fcr- 
vice from them, for their families, for the 
church and the world. Alas! one awful, 
fatal ſtroke hath broke down all the 
pleaſing fabrick of love and happineſs.— 
But thele are reflections, which muſt not 
be dwelt upon, When they. begin to 
grow very painful, as they ſoon will, it 
\ 15 time to turn our thoughts to that, which 
is the ſecond thing obſervable in the text; 
namely, 


I. The Pſalmiſt's devout Gs leder- 
ment of. the hand of Gop in this afiction. 


. © Thou haſt put them far from me.” This 
good man, thro? ' the whole pſalm, aſcri- 
beth all his SOTO, - _ and - particulariy 
* | __ the 


the death-of his friends to the hand of God. 
He takes no notice of - their diſeaſes; he 
neither blames them - for - imprudence and 
delay, nor thoſe 'who attended © them for | 


event, And we ſhall do well to make 


| this idea. of. the bleſſed Gop familiar to 
our minds, as it is at once moſt inftruc- . 


tive-and moſt comfortable. 
The Holy Scriptures confirm the dic- 


tates of reaſon upon this ſubje& ; aſſuring 


us, that © Gop maketh peace and createth 


evil ; — that out of the mouth of the 
Link proceedeth evil and good * — that. 


_ the moſt caſual events are under his di- 
rection, fo, that * not a ſparrow falleth 
to, nor. lighteth on, the ground without 


him; much leſs do his rational creatures _ 
and children die, without his notice and 


appointment. By whatever diſeaſes or ca- 
ſualties they die; it is Gop who *-tak- 
eth away their breath; changeth their 
countenance, and ſendeth them into dark- 
oe; With awrul OOTY Gop claimeth 
P | | this 
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negle& or miſapplication : | but looks be- 
yond all ſecond cauſes to, the great Lord 

of all; owns him as the ſupreme ſove- 
reign of every life, and diſpoſer of every ' 


, 
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this as his prerogative : * Behold 1, even 
1, am He, I kill and I make alive: 1 
wound and I heal; neither is there any 
"who can deliver out, of my hand !* + — 
-He removeth our friends, who hath a right 
 todoit. They were our friends, but they 
are his creatures; and may He not do 
'what He will with his own? He gave 
| them life of his free goodneſs, and He 
- hath a right to remand it when he pleaſeth. 
— Dear as they were to us, we muſt ac- 
Knowledge, they were finners; and, as 
' fuch, had forfeited their lives to the juſ- 
tice 6f. Gov': and ſhall not He determine 
when to take them away ? — They were 
-our friends; but do we not hope and be- 
hieve, that, by repentance, faith in Chriſt, 
and ſanQifying grace, they were become 
his friends too? dear to him by many 
indiſſoluble ties? Hath He not then a 
ſuperiour claim to them, and a greater 
intereſt in them? Js it not fit that He 
ſhould \be ſerved firſt? May He not call 
home 4s friends, when he pleaſeth? Shall 
He wait for, or aſk, our conſent firſt ? — 
He doth it, whom we can not, dare not, 
02) Nu | - gina 
+ Deut. xxxii. 39. 
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gainſay. * Behold, He taketh away, who 
can hinder him? Who will fay unto 
him, what doeſt toes ff + — He doth it, 
who is infinitely good and wiſe; and doth 
every thing in the beſt time and manner. 
| His knowledpe is perfe&t and unerring : 
his goodneſs boundleſs and never-failing. 
- Tho? his judgments are a great deep, and 
his ſchemes utterly unſearchable by us; 
yet we may reaſonably believe, that He 
conſulteth the happineſs of his ſervants 
in what is moſt myſterious and moſt 
vous, and his word giveth us the ſtrong- 
eſt afſurance of it. So that whether we 
exerciſe the faith of chriſtians or the rea- 
ſon” of men, we muſt acknowledge the 
hand of Gop, yea, his wiſdom and good- 
neſs, in removing our acquaintance into 
darkneſs. - Thus have we conſidered 
the Pſalmiſt's affliction 1n the loſs of his. 
friends, and his devout acknowledgment 
of the. hand of Gop in it. —Let us now , 
attend to thoſe natural and uſeful reflec- 
tions, which theſe particulars ſuggeſt to 
us; and may Gop, by hB Spirit, deeply 
impreſs them upon our hearts ! 
- 2» >, APPLE: 
+ Job ix.-12. | 
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A P PI I CATIO N. 
9 4 The. caſe here deſcribed is a $i 


|” pitiable one. 


| It claims the compaſſion of all pious 
| and generous minds. It is a very great 
affliction to be deprived of thoſe, whoſe 
ſouls were formed for friendſhip; in 
whom we ſaw more and more goodneſs, 
as our intimacy increaſed ; and-with whom 
we exchanged' ſo many endearments. It 
is an affliction, . which the moſt worthy, 
tender minds are moſt ſenſible of, and 
affe&ted with. It ſeemed to touch our 
" bleſſed Lord as deep as 'any other : for 
he wept at- the grave of his friend Laza- 
rus. When ſuch a ſtroke cometh upon 
thoſe, who, hke Heman, are advanced in 
years, and have their natural ſtrength 
weakened by -infirmities, it is peculariy 
_ grievous: fo that they may adopt. the 
lively | words. of the pious Mr. Herbert ; 
«* Thou tak'ſt away my health — and 
more, —for my friends die.” They think 
it too late in life to form new friendſhips ; 
or if” they do, they ſeldom :reliſh / them 
_ fo: well © as;- the. old. — The cares and 
| 1 REES? anx1etics, 
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anxieties, the . many -painful alarms and 
fears, which ſome, whoſe friends have 
been put far from them, have felt, . for 
weeks and perhaps months, previous to 
the ſeparating firoke, render them leſs 
able to bear it : their own bodily ſtrength 
_ and mental vigour being weakened there- 
by. In” every caſe of | this kind, the 
ſufferers. are- great objects. of pity. Let 
us put: our ſouls in their ſouls? - ſtead 
enter *tenderly- into - their afflicted caſes ; 
weep with them: that weep, and- pray ear- 
neſtly for them, that they may have thole 
divine ſupports and confolations, which 
alone can © revive them, when they walk 
thro ſo great a trouble.” Let us likewiic 
_ affiſt and comfort them, as far as we 
are able; and thus, by bearing one ano- 
 ther's burdens, - imitate the example and 
Tully the law of Chriſt. 


wn; us | bleſs Gor for the friends 
we re had, and all the. comfort WE 
enjoyed in them. 


It is our duty, as. Clvittints,”: 6 1n every 
thing to give thanks;* and the death 
of our. friends is not an OATY cale. 
; OF: x. When 


g18. The Hand 5f Gov is removing I. 15. 


| When' perſons are ſick and in pain, they 
are apt to forget the years of health and 
| eaſe, with which they have been favoured. 
So; when we loſe our friends, we are 
| apt to forget how long a time, we enjoy- 
ed them, and what comfort we had in 
them. Or, if we think of this, I fear it 
| is more to increaſe the melancholy plea- 
ſure of grief, than to promote our thank- 
_ - Fulneſs. But, ſurely it becometh us to 
< bleſs Gop, who gave us agreeable rela- 
tions and faithful friends; gave us to ſee 
and own their worth, and united our 
hearts in a fincere and ſtrong affection. 
There 1s likewiſe much reaſon for. oa 
fulneſs, that we enjoyed them ſo long 
that our friendſhip was not diflolyed, 
when- it was juſt cementing, and we were 
beginning to taſte the ſweetneſs and find | 
the. benefits of it. We ſhould moſt thank- 
fully adore the fountain of all good, for 
the great comfort and pleaſure we have 
had: in them, — that we have been wit- 
neſſes of their wiſe, pious and ſteady be- 
| haviour, 'in - ſeveral relations and circum- 
ſtances of life ; — that they were - perſons, 
whom (to uſe an | Se ion of Dr, Young) 
-*-WE 
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_ © we might venture to dip into below. the 
ſurface, without fearing that our good 
opinion would be lefſened by our curioſi- 
ty.. Let us likewiſe be thankful, that 
there have been no contentions or dif- 
ferences, no coldneſs or ſhyneſs between 
us; that we have no acts of unkindneſs 
to reproach ourſelves with,- and that our 
endearing friendſhip hath not been, . per- 
haps once, interrupted, Let us give Gon 
the glory of what was excellent and love- 
ly in our departed friends, and praiſe 
him for all the pleaſure and advantage . 
we enjoyed by them : for every Creature 
1s that to us, which he is pleaſed to 
maKe it, and no more. 


3. Let us humbly ſubmit to the will 


of Gop, when he pal our friends far 
from us, 


© ] was "dum" "faith the Pſalmiſt, £4, 
opened not my mouth, to complain or 
murmur, becauſe Thou didſt it.” Gon doth 
it; and- there cannot 'be a more forcible 
reaſon, not merely for a patient ſubmiſ- 
ſion, but a chearful acquieſcence. | Let 
Ine Temind you, that He hath a right to 
'P oF do 
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"ao it; and is Juſt, * wiſe atid kind in all 
he doth.” He, we hope, faw "them ripe 
for Heaven ; "and judged "that the. proper, 
the beff, time 'to'remove thetn'to it. Per- 
haps He” hath" taken them away from the 
_ evil to come: We cannot look. into fu- 
- turity : but He who can, might foreſee, 
"that if they | had continued longer upon 
- earth, ſome temptation would have at- 
tacked them, too ſtrong for their reſolu- 
tion; or ſome affliftion would have be- 


© "Fallen them, /too” hebvy for their forti- 


tude. He might foreſee, that their com- 
fort in relative life would have been em- 
" bittered, and their future days filled with | 


 forrow. And could' we have deſired their 


| lives to be lengthened out under ſuch 

diſadvantages ? The aged chriſtian is of- 
ten lamenting and ſaying, © I want my 
dear conſort and children, to be the ſup- 
| Port and comfort of my declining and 


_ "infirm years.* "But can you be ſure, that, 


_ inſtead of being ſo, they might not have 
increaſed your griefs and 'infirmities ; and 
| that God. was: not kind to you, in Ekiog 
\ them' away? — Among many conſfidera- 
on, which" IgE ve ufgeu to promote. 

' our 


s. 1 WW 6 arr Frimdicfe, fro Uber, .321 


gur;, ſubmiſſion, Hf, carefylly, attend to | 

the following. —— Tho' our pious friends 
are, put far from, US. they are removed near 
46; Gon,,..their., heayenly,. father and. beſt 
friend... They are,;not.. gone; down to de- 
ſtruction, , nor, haye. they loſt. their being." 
What chiefly rendered them, lovely 1 in. our 
eyes, was. of an, immortal nature, and. can. 
not be Joſt. They, reckoned nearneſs to- 
GoD.. and. .communzon. with him, their ſu- 
preme felicity on earth : and they now 
yay 1. without. interruption. They are- 
_ + abſent from the body, and preſent with 
1 the Lord.' — Tho}, with regard to us, they 
are. removed inte darkneſs, yet they. are 
gone to the world of hight. Their ſepa- 
rate ſpirits are ſtill in a ſtate of. thought. 
and activity, and do not fleep. with. the: 
body. till the reſurreftion, They. are  de-- 
parted from us, but they. are with Chriſt,.” 
which- is far better. They are gathered. 
to their friends, . who went before. them x. 
with whom. they often took. ſweet, coun-- 
{cl together, and. .converſed of, the. place: 
where they. now are,./ the, work. in; whichs 
they,/,are engaged, and the, bleſſedneſs. 
which Fhey Enjoy. They, have. got. better 
* 8 / acquain= 
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acquaintance and friends than thoſe, whom 
they left behind; even © an innumerable 
company. of angels and the ſpirits of juſt 
men. made perfect.” They are got beyond 
the boundaries of Satan's kingdom, and 
- out of the reach of ſin, diſtreſs and fear. 
They poſſeſs © the inheritance of the 
Faints in light, The Lord: Gop is their 
everlaſting light, and the. days of their 
mourning are ended.” — Further, it will 
help © to reconcile our minds - fo this af- 
Aiction, to conſider, that tho* our friends 
- are far from us, our Gop is not. He is 
near to us; a ſure and faithful friend ;, 
a very preſent help in trouble. Tho? the 
ſtreams fail, the fountain flows, and will 
for ever flow. By his providence and 
gracious preſence, He can fill up the room 
of a departed creature, and amply make 
up, what is one of the moſt preſſing 
wants of mortals, the want of :a friend. 
He can be better, every way better, to 
us and ours, than any creature, which | 
 He.hath taken from us. — Finally, we are 
going after our departed friends, and ſhall 
be with them ſhortly. With this thought 
"David ſupported his RUN on the death 
of 
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of his child; * I ſhall £0 to him, but 
-he thall not return. unto me.” They 


have left us ſtruggling with temptations, 


infirmities and ſorrows; and the ſtruggle 
is harder, as we are deprived of their 


example and aſſiſtance : but it will not 


be long. We hope ſoon to be with 


them; to ſee them, know them, and 


converſe with them, on terms of great 


advantage; without any prejudice, paſ- 


fion, jealouſy, miſtake, ſuſpicion, or any 
thing that may leſſen our pleafure m 


each other. Yea, we *© ſhall be ever with 
them and the Lord.” — In the mean time 


let us conſider, that, ſtriftly ſpeaking, 
death doth not d:fſokve pious friendſhip, 
.any more than a ſhort abſence on earth 
nay, it ſcarce interrupts or- ſuſpends it. 
We ſtill love, and are beloved by, our 


departed friends; and this 1s the eſſence 
of friendſhip. They are not unmindful 


.of us in the world to which they are 


gone: and tho* we cannot ſee them, we 


may be often reviewing their pleaſing and 


inſtructive 1 image in our hearts, and hold- 


ing communion with them by faith, de- 
votion and hope. Let theſe conſiderations 


P 6 cnyage | 
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- engage" us humbly to acquieſce i in the will 

"a6 Gow; +yea'"to- ſay, with Fob, * The 

Lord. gave 'and/ the Lord hath taken 
aWay': 4 bleſſed be the'name of the Lord.” 


& Let, us 'be careful and diligent, to. 


make a due improvement | of ſuch af- 
_ fidtions, Sj 


By: removing our Crleniiay) Gon defi: 
eth to ſeal inſtruction upon our ſouls : 
and let us be folicitous to learn it, Let 
our departed friends: ſtill live in our me- | 
mory, honour and affection. Let us de- 
fend | their reputation, and aſſiſt and com- 
_ fort the ſurviving branches of their fa- 
milies. Let us particularly - conſider what 
was. excellent and praiſe-worthy in - them, 
as every good man hath ſome peculiar 
diſtinguiſhing excellencies, and let us imi- 
tate them. For inſtance ; were they emi- 
nently pious and holy, ſtrict in obſerving 
the ſabbath; lovers of reading, medita- 
_ tion and prayer; _ zealous for the ſupport 
-of. religion ; -reſpettful and gratetul to the 
miniſters. of-. Chriſt z faithful in the dit- 
_ Charge of domeſtick ' duties? Were they 
frugal of their time, not eating the bread 


of 
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of Alleneſs z charitable to'the poor z,.com- | 
paſſionate. to thoſe who were+in diſtreſs? 
'Did+ they: a&t' in life, not only with 1an- 
| blameable integrity, | but with: 'the' ſtricteſt 
- equity, honour and candour, and, adorn 
their chriſtian profeſſion by a ineek, gen- | 
tle and cheartul ſpirit? Let us laboit to 
- tranſcribe theſe graces and qualities into 
_ our hearts. and - practice, from the fair 
copy which we have ſeen, and go and 
do likewiſe. Let us follow them in the 
path - of chriſtian duty, obedience and 
zeal; endeavour to ſupply their lack of 
ſervice, and be quickened to do ſo much 
the more good, becauſe their time and 
opportunity are ended. — Let us particu- 
larly learn from their removal; to be dead 
to this world. Are our friends and ac- 
quaintance put far from us? Let it wean 
our hearts from this earth, where we 
ſhall be often loſing ſomething or other, 
till we have loſt our earthly All. - Ler 
- us not think ſo much of dead friends in 
the grave, as: of hving friends. and living 
ſaints in heaven, Let us think in what 
we they obtained. the glorious reward ; 
thar 
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_ that we may * not be fothful, but. fol- 
lowers of them, who, thro faith and pa- 
tience, inherit the promiſes.” \ Then will 
their death advance our ſpiritual life and 
comfort, and make us more meet for an 
inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. Thus our excel- 
lent moral Poet deſcribeth the effec, 


which the death of our friends ſhould 
| Have upon us; 


Our dying friends come o'er us like a cloud, 
To damp-our brainleſs ardors ; and abate 
That glare of life, which often blinds the wiſe. 
What faith this tranſportation of my friends ? 
It bids me love the place, where now they dwell, 
And ſcorn this wretched: ſpot they leave ſo poor, 
"x — Thus' ſmitten friends 
Are Angels ſent on errands full of love : 
_ For us they languiſh, and for us they die : 
: Fm ſhall they ngerh, ſhall they die, in vain ? + 


WIGS « 


' 5; Let us be thankful for our friends 


yet living, and. faithfully perform our | 
duty to them. | 


Let us praiſe Gop, that all our "EA 
Fo dad are not put far from us: that, 
tho? we may have been viſited with breach 


upon 


, 4 Night-Thoughts. 
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upon breach, and ſorrow upon for voy 


and may have ſurvived moſt of our 
friends; yet we are not' quite deſolate. 
Tho* many channels of pleaſure are dried 
up, others are yet open. Our ſurviving 


friends do not, like Heman*s, deſert us, 


when we want their ſympathy and affiſ- 
tance moſt; but ſtill love us, and. are 


ready to pity, comfort and ſerve us. We 
are indebted for this to a kind Provi- 
\ dence, which, in the midſt of judgment, 


remembers mercy, — Let us be careful 
to put a due value upon our hving friends. 


There have been inſtances of perſons, who 
have grieved ſo much for the loſs of oe 


relation or friend, that they could take 
no comfort in thoſe that were left ; could 
never rejoice with them, nor ſo much ag 
look chearful any more. Such a condu& 
is very ungrateful to Gop, highly inde- 


cent in itſelf, very unkind to furviving 


friends,” and extremely injurious to the 
- mourners themſelves. Becauſe Gop hath 
put one friend far from them, they them- 
ſelves put away all the reſt: and then, 
prifinps, are gs Wa complaining, that 
they 


_ —_ 
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- © they+ have /not a. friend; left... ;It.-is :.our 
wiſdom- and. duty. .to ,, maintain ſuch a 
command. - of, our, paſſions. .and ſuch a 
_reſpe&«yand.; affeRtion . for. our. , remaining 


friends, that their friendſhip may, in ſome 
. degree--at.. leaſt, - make. up the' want. of 


' what we have. loſt. Let us ſhow ourſelves 


friendly. to them, - chearful with. them, 
"thankful for: their viſits, tender of their 
comfort and reputation, and diligent in 
Aerving}.,them. Let us: rejoice with them 
mn their; proſperity, ſympathize with them 
 _ Under their ſorrows, and, in a word, © love 
' them as. our own ſouls.” + — Further, let 
- us; make | the; beft improvement of our 
friendſhips, . fince we ſee how precarious 
they are. _ Let our converſe and correſ- 
pondence .. be/- ſerious and edifying, | that 
we. may adminiſter .grace,-to | one- another, 
Let. us ſtrengthen one another's .hands in 
_ Gop, and. ſerve one another in love, el- 
_ pecially in'our beſt intereſts. 'If- our con- 
ſciences accuſe us of any neglect in theſe 
_ branches: of - duty, with. regard+ to. thoſe 
Foe: who are put from 5s bk be 
"0 more 


3 


| + 1 Sam. Xylil. 1, 
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more "cautious ind” aQtive in | performing 
them*to thoſe” Who ſurvive. —— Finally, 
while'we are taking comfort | in'our friends, 
kt vs remember they are” dying" Comforts: | 
thit however dear they are” to us, a par- 
ting 'thfie will 'come; "and may come very 
fon: "'The” Apoſtle ſets before ws ' the 
great leffons we are to' learn from this 
refleftion 3 © The''time 1s ſhort. © They | 
who have wives ſhould 'be as tho* they 
had none : they that weep, as tho* they 
| wept not: they that rgoice; as tho* they 
rejoiced not; for the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth ' away.* F If we att upon theſe 
advices, the ſeparating ſtroke will be leſs 
\ painful; ard a . foundation will be laid 
for an eternal friendſhip in the heavenly 
regions, in which there will be no dan- 
ger *of Fparation, or interruption, any 
more. = -1 only add, | 


6, 4: us make ſure of; a friend, who 


| will neyer leave us 3 


Even the almighty and everlafiini Gop: 
Many ſignal honours were conferred upon 
Abraham : 


+ 1 Cor, vu, 29, &C, 
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Abraham: but this was the greateſt, that 
© he was called the - friend of Gop.” 
| If Goo be not our friend, we ſhall K 


inevitably miſerable, if all the Princes of 


' the earth were our friends. The com- 
mon relation of pious friends to the bleſ- 


ſed Gop, in and thro*. Jeſus Chriſt the 


band of union, addeth the chief Joy to 
their mutual friendſhip. ——Let me exhort 
and urge thoſe, who are enemies to Gop in 
_ their minds by wicked works, to renounce 
their enmity and return to him . by ſincere 


repentance: let me beſcech them, to * ac- 


quaint, themſelves with Gop and. be at 
peace ; and ſo good ſhall come unto 


_. them,* But let them remember, that Jeſus 


Chriſt is the only way of acceſs to the 


Father; that thro* faith in his atoning 


blood, peace may be made, and thro? his 
mediation a delightful, laſting friendſhip 


eſtabliſhed, between a holy Gop and pe- 
: nitent believers. No other friend can ap- 


peaſe a guilty conſcience, heal a diſtem- 
pered mind, compoſe and chear a troubled 
Wis © caſe a 4:dyig boy. and make happy 
> a Uc- 


t James li. 23- 


, 
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1 departed ſoul. * In his favour is life ; "W 
and in his preſence is fulneſs of joy.” 


Let good men value the , friendſhip of 
Gor; as their higheſt honour and happi- 
nels ; keep it inviolate, and live and die 
upon it. If earthly relations and friends 


die and forſake you, it is your misfortune : ; 


but if Gop forlake you, it 1s your fault : 


for * the Lord /is with you, ' while you 


are with him.” + Let it be your care and 
ambition to love him with all your heart, 
to live always near to him and maintain 


communion with him. View him every 


day in his works; converſe with him -in 
his word and ordinances z correſpond with 


him by prayer and thankſgiving ; plead 


his cauſe ; eſpouſe his intereſt; love and 


ſerve all his friends; and, in a word, 


live to his glory. Let our repeated and 
painful experience of the vanity, uncer- 


tainty and inſufficiency of the creature, 
| lead us more and more to the fulneſs and 
 all-ſufficiency of the Creator. We have 


need of great caution, leſt our earthly 
friends ſhould draw away our hearts 
F- -- From 


EEE TD 
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+ from: Gop 'or engroſs: that” place” in them, 
which [ſhould be kept ſacred for him, 

- Let it be our habitual care to'* keep our- 
ſelves in the love: of Gop ;? and then al] 
things, not excepting the removal of our 
deareſt friends, | ſhall work together for 


our' good. Then we ſhall have juſt reaſon 


to believe, that when zhey are pur far from 
us, - our heavenly - friend will © manifeſt 
himſelf to. us by | ſome ſpecial, delightful 
tokens of his preſence and love; as the 
Lord appeared to Abraham and gave him 
ſome very. gracious promiſes, after that Let 
was ſeparated from tim, + Thus may we 
rejoice, when we are left alone, deſolate 


and afflifted, as in ſuch circumſtances our 


Lord did: * behold ye ſhall be ſcattered, 
every man to his own home, and ſhall 


leave me alone: and yet 1 am not alone, 
becauſe the father is with me'}F In. 


ſhort, all earthly enjoyments are very pre- 
carious; and you may ſee reaſon to ſay 
with a celebrated ſtateſman ; © All things 
. elſe forſake me, beſides my Go, my duty 
_ and my prayer.”- -May the fountain of 

"0g WER} mercies 
+ Gen, Xlll., 14. TALE John xvi. 32. + 
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|. nercies: and | the Gop of :all comfort; 
' pour the+ balm of | divine and everlaſting 
conſolation into bleeding mourning” hearts; 

' and enable; his aged Saints' in particular, 
who are'left deſtitute, not; only to be- pati- | 
| ent in tribulation, but' to rejoice | 'ever- 
more,: and in every-thing to give thanks: 

and they have-the higheſt reaſon to do'fo; 

for He, who 1s faithful, unchangeable, and 

| keepeth- covenant for ever, hath faid, © T 
will never, never leave thee; I will never, 

| never, neyer forſake thee.” + Amen. . 


- 


: 4 Heb, X11, &. orig. 
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= SER of Reſt and future Glory 
_ given to aged Daniel, conſidered. 


Y Davin - CT oF 


But go thou thy way till the end be: for 
\ thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy bot at 
the end Y- the days. es 


TFT was ſaid of Daniel, by an Angel of 

the Lord, that he was a man greatly 
beloved : + and one evident and remarkable 
| proof of it was, the aſſurance given him 
in the text, of the_ happineſs which Gop 
had in reſerve for him. Many extraor- 
dinary diſcoveries had been made to him 
_ of the principal events that were to hap- 
pen to the church and world, to the end 
of time. In the beginning of this chap- 
ter, he 18 informed of what is. to ſucceed 
'the end of the world: even the refur- 
rection of, the dead, the final judgment, 


- --*"» and 
+ Dan. > Of 14 : 0 
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and the-everlaſting ſtates of the- righteous 
\ and wicked, Some hints were given 
him 'as to the times, when theſe events 
ſhould happen. The prophet did not 
underſtand them, verſe 8, and there- 
fore deſired to be more particularly in- 


formed concerning them. | But he is told 


by the perſon that appeared ro him, 
who ſeems to have been our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, that they would not be fully un- 
derſtood, till the accompliſhment explained | 
them. And he is cut ſhort with this 
aſſurance, which was abundantly ſufficient | 
and ſatisfactory, that whatever was the 
ſtate of the church and the world, his 
own ſtate ſhould be happy. He muſt 
therefore attend to his duty, wait Gov's 
time, and comfort himſelf with theſe 
pleaſing proſpects. As Daniel was now 
| about zinety years of age, the text will 
furniſh out ſome advices and conſlolations 
ſuited to the circumſtances of my aged 
and honoured friends, whom I am this 
day to, addreſs, — And I ſhall, 


1. Conſider the, charge goon to Da- 


viel — and, 


1. The 
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' thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy lot at 
the end Y the days. 


” 


'T was faid of Daniel, by an Angel of 
the Lord, that he was @ man greatly 
beloved : + and one eyident and remarkable 


proof of it was, the aſſurance given him 


in the text, of the_ happineſs which Gov 


had in reſerve for him. Many extraor- 
. dinary diſcoveries had been made to him 


of the principal events that were to hap- 


pen to the church and world, to the end 


of time. In the beginning of this chap- 


ter, he 18 informed of what 13. to ſucceed 
the end of the world: even the reſur- 
rection of the dead, the final judgment, 


an 
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| and the everlaſting ſtates of the-righteous 
| and wicked. Some hints were given 
| him 'as to the times, when theſe events 
| ſhould happen. The ad did not 
underſtand them, verſe 8, and there- 
| fore deſired to be more particularly In- 
formed concerning them. Bur he 1s told. 
by the perſon that appeared to him, 
who ſeems to have been our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, that they would not be fully un- 
derſtood, till the accompliſhment explained 
them. And he is cut ſhort with this 
aſſurance, which was abundantly ſufficient 
and fatisfaftory, that whatever was the 
| ſtate of the church and the world,. his 
own {tate ſhould be happy. He muſt 
therefore attend to his duty, wait Gop's 
time, and comfort himſelf with theſe 
pleaſing proſpects. As Daniel was now 
about ninety years of age, the text will 
furniſh out ſome advices and conſolations 
ſuited to the circumſtances of my aged 
and honoured friends, whom 1 am this 
day to, addreſs. — And I ſhall, 


I, Conſider the. charge gon to Da- 
niel; — and, 
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wy I: Tt am 'to conſider the Fel given 
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; mentators . underſtand this, as a dif. 
miſſion fram life. * Now thou haſt leave 
to. depart out of the world.” . But upon 
this interpretation, it is not eaſy to ſee the 
, NE of that expreſſion, 2:1] the end 


Rory | buſineſs, to the duties of his 


for the original word hath that. fignifica- 
tion in many places; particularly, where 


_ more ſuch viſions and revelations of the 
| Lord, as thou hait been; favoured with.'— 


Theatre 


'e "om fo. Daniel 8, ” 


As 


Go thy ways. till the end -* Moſt « com- 


AR: therefore 1 prefer the interpre- 
5s of Grotins, and others, who conſider 
it as a charge to-him, to attend to his 


ation and age, till the end of his. life; 


David faith," * Lord, make me to know my 
end, that I may know how frail I am.” +— 
It may perhaps be intended alfo as a dil- 
charge. from his publick office as a pro- 
phet. © Go thy way ; thou ſhalt feceive no 


He had en been £00. Curious and 
; ; _ Inquititive 


+ Pfalm xxxix. 4, 
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inquiſitive about the time, when thoſe 
events ſhould take place, which had been 
revealed to him, verſe 8; therefore the 
Lord faid unto him, verſe 9, © go thy way, 
Daniel;,* which he repeats in the text. 
This may be a general admonition, not 
to be too inquiſitive about thoſe matters ; 
'but return to, and mind, the buſineſs 
of his place and ſtation : to perform his 
_ duty as a fervant of Gop, and to do the 
king's buſineſs, as one of his miniſters 
and ſtategmen. He had been very faith- 
ful and zealous in both capacities : had 
earneſtly ſought the honour of Gov, the 
good of Iſrael, and the welfare of the 
Chaideans. He is here, therefore, dire&ed - 
to perſevere in thoſe duties, which his age 

and circumſtances would permit him to 

diſcharge. The expreſſion may par- 
ticularly refer, to his being patient and 
contented im the troublous times in 
Which he lived, and under the afflictions 
and infirmities he endured. The Greek 
verſion renders the words, © Go thy way 
and be at reft, * Be content with that. 
ſation and condition, to which Gop hath = 
appointed thee, Be not difcompoſed by 
any troubles that may aſfe&: thee, and. 
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thy people; or by the foreſight of thoſe, 
which ſhall happen to the nations in fu- 
ture years; but patiently wait and pre- 
pare for thy latter end, and do not com- 
plain of the length and tediouſneſs of thy 
pilgrimage. Go on faithfully and chear- 
fully, thro? that portion of life which yet 
remaineth to thee.' — To excite him tov 
this, the Lord gives him the moſt gracious 
encouragement, and an afſurance of fu- 
| ture everlaſting bleſſedneſs, And this is 
the ſecond thing to be conſidered : 


H. The gracious encouragement ſet be- 
fore him. 


$:-For thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy. 
lot at the end of the days.” Now here 
are three things promiſed him ; — a 
| peaceful retreat in the grave; —a glo-_ 
rious refurreftion from it; —and a hap- 
"py portion in the heavenly world. 


£5 15; promued a peaceful retreat in 
the grave. 


Tho! ſhalt reſt. Tins, I think, evident- 


1 Jy refers to his death. * Thou ſhalt ge 


in peace, and Enter upon a itate. of ret. 
Aud 
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And this is a common deſcription of the 
death of good men in Scripture, and 
well ſuited to their ciruumſtances here. — 
It implies, that the preſent is a ftate of 
trouble and diſquietude : that man who 
'is born of a woman is full of trouble. 
Little reſt is to be expected here. Sor- | 
rows: ſucceed one another with few and 
ſhort intervals, and ſometimes continue 
almoſt uninterrupted for months and years 
rogether., Good men, and good miniſters 
in particular, have their peculiar troubles : 
and theſe Danie] had experienced. Bur 
they ſhall reſt. Their bodies ſhall reſt 
in the grave, and their ſouls fhall reſt 
with Gop. — Their bodies ſhall reſt in the 
' grave. - So Fob, ſpeaking of it, faith , 
+ There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and there the weary are az reft.” + And 
Iſaiah ſaith of the righteous, © He ſhall 
enter into peace, they ſhall ref in their 
beds.* F They ſhall be entirely free from 
what 1s oppoſite to reſt; from whatever 
may give pain and unezfinets to the foul. 
The body thall then have no wants to 
ſupply. No pain or uncafineſs ſhall at- 
tack it; and tho” it corrupts in- the grave, 

| C2 iT 
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it is» inſenſible; -of -:it, --and the-- :ſepatate 
ſpirit; does hot feel it,; nor. is affefted by 
the knowledge of: it. — The good man 
reſts from thoſe labours,' which: make him 
faint/and weary; and from. all his/troubles 
and ſorrows/:occaſionedeby the afflictions 
and' the wickedneſs of others. He fears 
not for his relations :: he weeps not for 
his friends. | The. terrors of the world, 
perſecution, reproach and ridicule for his 
piety, never diſturb his peaceful repoſe. 
He' that is dead in Chriſt, is freed from 
| the acts of ſin; from all temptations to 
it, from all concern and remorſe about 
it. Tho? the power of fin is broken by 
renewing and fanCtifying grace, it will 
diſturb his peace while he is in the body, 
on this account, the beſt and holieſt men 
are in ſome meaſure in a reſtleſs condition, 
But when he: hath put off the body of 
fin 'and death, his conflict and his unea- 
fineſs ceaſe, — But farther, Their ſeuls ſhall 
"reſt with Gor. The former is 'a kind of 
negative happineſs : the reſt of a' dead 
-brute, 'that feels and! fears nothing. ' But 
the reſt'we are ſpeaking" of, is'the reſt of 
"14 beingcthat' fill "exiſts; 'a' rational,” aZive 
- ſpirit , "that is not; -deftroyed and loſt, but 
only 
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only iretived from the world. | The: : ra- 
tional ſantified ſoul cannot  be- eaſy in a 
mere freedom from pain and forrow, It 
_ wahts-ſomething ſuited to its nature; that 
will ſatisfy and fill its defires: and this 

ir finds in| Goy, to whom it returns. 
as to 2s reſt and portion and happinets. 
Tt experiences the higheſt acquieſcence 
and dehght in the preſence of Gop; for 
there is fulneſs of joy. The reſt of the 
ſoul doth not imply its ſleep; its being 
in an inſenſible ſtate. It neyer ſleeps white 
in the budy, and 1t would be ftrange, it 
it ſhould fleep when out of it. No, when 
_ abſent from the body, it is preſent with 
the Lerd. It departs, and 1s with Chri/?, 
which is far better, and Huss to Aim. 
"There remaineth a reſt to the people ot 
God, faith the Apoſtle : the word 1s, fe 
keeping of @ ſabbath, which is not an in- 
dolent repoſe, (tho* too many make it 1o) 
but a holy, devour, praiſing, aCtive reſt , 
the employment of all irs faculties upon 
Gop ;z delightfully reviewing and refle&- 
ing upon what. He hath done for it. The 
good man is happy in his favour and 
enjoyment, in the communications of his 


| Q 3 | love ; 


342 The Aſſurance given to Daniel S, 14, 
| love; in the exerciſes of devout admira- 
| tion, love and joy; and in the returns 
of homage and praiſe to his great bene- 
fator. — All this is attended with joyful 
reflettions on what is yet to come; the 
_ proſpe&t of greater honour and felicity 
'at the reſurre&tion, and their continuance 
- for ever. Thus faith the Pſalmiſt, © As 
for me, I ſhall behold thy face in righ-_ 
_ teouſneſs: I ſhall be ſatisfied, when I 
awake, with thy likeneſs : * + which leads 
me to add, 


2, Daniel is promiſed 2 glorious reſur- 
re&tion from the grave. 


© Thou ſhalt reſt, and. C the end of 
the days ftand in thy lot:* intimating, 
that this reſt in the grave was to continue 
'to the end of the days, and that he was 
then to ſtand in his lot, In this ſenſe the 
Fewiſh, and moit Chniftian mterpreters . un- 
derſtand it. In verſe 2, he had been told, 
that when Michael the great prince, that 
is Chriſt, appeared, thoſe that ſlept in 
the duſt. of the earth ſhould awake; ſome 
to everlaſting tfe, and lome to ſhame and 
ever-. 


K Pſalm atk IS. & 
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everlaſting conte -mpt. The end of the 
days, therefore, refers to the reſurre#7on. 
— Here then let us obſerve, That days 
ſhall have * an end. Not only Daniel's 
days, and mine, and yours, but all days 


ſhall come to a period. Hence we often 


read of the loft day. The revolution of 
ſeaſons ſhall ceaſe. The ſun and moon, 
thoſe faithful meaſurers of time, ſhall be 
deſtroyed. Time irfelf ſhall be no loneg- 
er; but days and time be all ſwallowed 
up -in eternity, — Then Daniel, with the 


reſt of Gov's faithful ſervants, ſhall er: 
and ſtand Upon the earth, When the 


ſtormy weather is all over, when the noiſe 
of the earth ceaſes, and the diſtreſs of 


' nations is at an end; then the ſun of 


righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe in brighter glory 

upon this dark world, and his luſtre ſhall 
 rouſe all that fleep in the duſt. Their 
long reſt ſhall be broken ; and Saints ſhall 
awake to everlaſting life : not as formerly 


after ' the repoſe of the night, to the - 


fame cares, and pains, and ſorrows; the 
fame doubts and fears, temptations and 
_ corruptions, or greater : but to everlaſting 
health and vigour, holineſs and joy. Thus 


Q's Job 
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Fo SRI TAL, | : > 5 
"Fob faith, * Man heth ih. and riferh 
"not; till he heavens be JO More. "But "then 
"'Gop will remember” them, and riſe them 
4 out of their ſleep : He will. call them out 
+" -rhe duſt,” and and they | will anſwer him ; 
"and He 'will have” 2 defire to the Ak 
of "his hands.” + Their bodies ſhall 
"riſe and ſtand on the earth, glorious and 
_ - honourable; and they will lift up their 
- heads with joy, knowing that their Tre- 
"demption draweth nigh. — Once more, 2 


wy” 


= Daniel is promiſed a happy —_ 
. In. the heavenly world. + _ 


It had- been faid, ae 2. Some ſhall 
' riſe to everlaſting life. And here, Thou ſhalt 
ftand in thy ot. The portion of good | 
' men hereafter is called their Zoz, in allu- | 
fion to the diviſion of Canaan by lor, 
when the tribes and families of Iſrael 
had their reſpettive ' ſhares ' and | inheri- 
'tances in it: and ſo the-word ot is uſed, 
- to ſignify' any ſtate or condition, which 
- Gop' hath afſigned © to men, whether in 
this' or the*- future world, — "Now, the 
expreſſion) in' the "text intimates, 5, that there 
YT) td Lloas bf FM Tt ny | ſhall 
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I pe rb þ FLAY 
ES FE | 
an ſhall be try d. have. þ i5-lot oe 


Tickly ;algned | hin not, by. 
but; the perfect” will and .re titud: .0 
"the ſupretne judge; ben to what. he 
was, and had dane, while nt the body. 


'— It may intimate farther, that good men 


"fall ſand 1 in that Judgment ; AY ,and nat, 
| Uke. the wicked, flee. to hide, themſelves 


from the preſence of their judg ge. And 
the text may be illuſtrated 7 RS David 


faith,” © The ungodly ſhall not» fand in 
_ the judgment, nor ſinners in the congre- 


gation, or aſſembly, of the, righteous.” + 


_ They ſhall have * Bolaneſs. in the day of 


_ . judgment. When He ſhall appear, . they 
| ſhall have confidence, and not» be aſhamed. 


| before Him at his coming.” + —F urther, 


. the expreſſion of ſtanding in 4is lot, in- - 
_ timates, . that there ſhall &e different lots. 
of portions aſſigned to good men, accord- | 


ng to, the, degree of their, holineſs and 


_ uſefulneſs, here. Danicl, had his, Joty. and 


_ ether, good men., have, theirs, +, Every 
..man. ſhall. re cave. his, 0x, reward; tor . his 


own labours,” Their glory ſhall be pro- 


ey, bo dot 7 portionng 
+ Palm i. 5. W John ii. ab. iv. 17» 
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' , Portioned to their piety, faithfulneſs, and 


They who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


. 349 The Aſurance given to Daniel S. 14, 


' Zeal. So 1t 1s ſaid, in verſe g.. * They- 
that be wiſe” ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and. they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for 
_ ever and ever,* with greater brightneſs, 


by their piety, zcal and benevolence, for 
a long courſe of years, ſhall be promoted 
to the higheſt and brighteſt of - thoſe 
manſions, which Chriſt is preparing in his 
Father's houfe. — Once more, 1t /hall be 
an abiding felicity, This may be meant _ 
by the phraſe Randing in his lot, as the. 
word fignifies ſtanding faſt, {o as not to 
be removed. Their lot 1s fixed and de- 
termined by the Almighty, . and therefore 
cannot be changed. So we read in verſe 
3, of ſhining as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
Earthly ſubitances are tranſitory ; ;. but this 
is a better, an enduring ſubſtance. Earth- 
ly inheritances are not for ever; but the 
heavenly one, is incorriuptible and fageth 
not away. The brighter diſcoveries of the 
| New Teſtament aſſure us of the e teraity 
_ of the happineſs of the Saints. Their lot 


1s to mw with Chr in pilory, tO walk 
with 
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with him in white robes; to behold his 


glory, and be for ever with him.* He 
appoints to them their lot, © even an ever- 


laſting kingdom, as his Father hath ap- 


pointed unto him. - Let us review the 
gracious encouragement given to Daniel 


in his old Age. — Gop promiſeth him a 
peaceful retreat from this world; that 
his body ſhould reſt in the 'grave, and his 
ſoul reit and be happy with Gop. — That 
at the reſurre&tion, he ſhould return to. 


this world and appear in a glorious form 


— and that he. ſhould have a happy lot, 


inheritance and porion, in the heavenly 


world. This Blefledneſs Gop hath mm 


miſed\ to all his fairhful ſervants. 
Let me now ſhow. you. to what practical 
purpoſes this ſubject is to be unproved. 


APPLICATION, 


x. See the neceſſity of ſecuring a hap- 


py lot for ourlelves. 


Obſerve, my brethren, how kindly: Gb: 


treats: his ſervants; how comfortably He 
ſpeaks: to them; how well He provides 


for them : and therefore how deſirable it. 
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ought "therefore to lay it to oi ; and 
it muſt. be. inexcuſable | folly. and ſtupi- 
dity not to refle&; upon it; eſpecially as 
_ our end may come ſuddenly, and before 
we expedt it. -But you well know, that 
death is not the end of your being. The 
body reſts and moulders in the grave; 
| but what then becomes of the ſoul ? $o- 
lomon tells us; * when the duſt returns to 
the earth as it was, the ſpirit returns to 
Gop who gave it,” | It enters on a new 
ſcene of being : goes to an abiding place ; 
an unchanging ſtate. If hy lot then be 
good and happy, it will be always, 19. 
If it be, bad, it will never change forthe 
better, Thoſe who are in Chriſt, * die Fre 
the Lord, and reſt from their labours, 
and their works follow them... And. at 
the great. day, Chriſt. ſhall bring, the 
with him, "and give them the kingdom pre- 
pared tor i before the Foyngagon of 


the 
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the earth, But the men. of bel world - 
haye their portion | in this life 3. th r die 
in their fins, and £2. to. the * Place * of tor- 
ment. Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh, are their. lor. the! Upon the 
wicked he ſhall r rain ſnares, fire and brim- 
ſtone, and ,z horrible tempeſt: this ſhall 
be the portion of their cup f. They had 
their lot of good things in "this life, and 
Gop's people their evil things : : but they 
| ſhall be comforted and finners tormented, 
It ought, therefore, to be your ir Y 
care to fecure a happy lot hereafter ; 

this muſt be choſen and. purſued, ow. 
Gov doth not beſtow eternal happineſs by 
chance ; but upon thoſe who are. qualified 
for it, by complying with the ' terms. of 
the goſpel, and living godly in Chriſt | 
Jeſus. You muſt be, as the Apoſtle EX- 
preſſeth it, © made meet, or fit, for the in- 
heritance of the faints' in light, + or to 
have a portion or ſhare of their inheritance, 
as the word ſignifies. If you defire to have 
Daniel's happy lot, you muſt live like 
bim : and let me' remind you what man- 
ner of man he was, and how | he lived. 


+ Pſalm xi. 6. | þ 6 Col. i. 12. 
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He was eminent for his early piety, his 
_ diligent ſtudy of the ſcriptures and: fervent 
_ devotion. He was zealous for Gop and 
religion ; þ immoveably firm and refolute 
in the midſt of a wicked generation ;. and 
choſe rather to die in the lion's den, [than 
to diſpleaſe Gov, and a& againſt his con-. 


' ſcience, You may not be called to his 


trials; but if you are not faithful _ 
ſteady in Jeſs, you will never ſtand 
greater, * Work out, then, your "Toh 


__ - ſalvation with fear and. trembling. 1f fin- 


ners entice you, conſent not : if they fay, 
caſt in' thy Jot among us; *+ rejett the 
propoſal with abhorrence, For if you have 
your lot with them here, you will have it 
with them hereafter, Let it be your care 
to ſecure an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoſe hand is the final lot of 
mortals; and to live by faith in him; 
that when” he appears, you may have 
confidence, Give all diligence to prepare 
for. your latter end, for it may come 
unawares, . * Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom 
his Lord when te cometh, Thail” find 
watching.” 

2. Let 


* 8 


+ Prov. 1. 10, 14+» 
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2; "8 & rervtins” a Gop attend to 


the charge given to Daniel; eſpecially 
_ thoſe, who, like him, are -in the decline 


| _ of. hfe; and learn their duty from it. 


Fo you, Fathers, I would reſpe&fully 


addreſs, and exhort you to go your way : 
to retire, as much as may be, from 'the 
world, You are not indeed to leave your 


Occupations and ſtations, while Gop gives 


you capacities for bulincts; and your cir- 
cumſtances or families need your appli- 
cation to' it, But what I mean 1s, that 
you ſhould retire, as much 'as you can, 


from the hurry and fatigue of bulineſs 
and company, * The faſhion of this 
world paſtfeth away,” The world itſelf 1s 


growing old ani dying; and- your end 
will quickly come. Go away then, and 
reſt, Death will be very grievous to thoſe 
who have always been buſtling in the 
world, and fond of COMPAany 3 and have 
not been- uſed to retire for ſober, ſerious 
thoughts. You muſt die alone; and not 
one of your friends will go with you 
thro* the dark valley. Retire then, and 
commune with your own hearts : reitect on 
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352 T, eo: given to Daniel S. 14; 


what you thaveiſeen, and heard, and read, 
of divine: things 3 and acquaint yourſelves 
more: with,Gop; and Chrift, :and«the//eter- 
| nal world, to which, you are going. * How 
long. have I to live, ſaith good old w_ 
zillai, that I ſhould | go. with the king 
Feruſalem; ? F: Go'to court! Alas, , | a is 
time for me to think of dying, and going | 
| to reſt,” Let not the world tire © your | 
 ftrength and exhauſt 'your ſpirits, but keep 
them. for the beſt things. 'Be not too ſo- 
- licitous /to know what Gop is doing, or 
will do, in the world ; but ſee that your 
on work be well done; and. that you are 
daily getting more ready for your end 
| and change. Be patient and contented = 
with your preſent condition; and be care- 
| ful to avoid the deteſtable charatter which 
the Apoſtle Fude gives of ſome proteſſing 
chriſtians, whom he .calls murmurers and 
complainers, or, as. the word ſignifies, per- 
ſons who find fault with the lot aſſigned 
them. To prevent this, refle&t upon your 
proſpet&ts as chriſtians, and © hope and 
quietly-wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. 
| In a word, © the end of all things 1s at 
RC; goats 


+ 2 Sam, xix 34» 


S. 114. | of: Reft and \ future Olpry:\\ 
| hand, "be ſober and watthvvunto© prayer; 
Be- ye alſo patient, ' ftabliſhy"your' hearth; 
for'the: coming of ' the Lord drawetly nigh!" 
vm leads "ME 0 add, e\ TTCKT, '$Þ: DI ” "Wy Th f FE: 
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w+ Le aged Saints comfort them elves 
with the proſpect | of this happineſs," pro- 
: miſed to Daniel; for 1t 1s the lot of all 
God's faithful ſervants. _ 


_ + Tho? Daniel was at a loſs to: andertand 
his own prophecies; yet it was ſufficient 
for him to know, that Gop intended for 
him a ſafe and peaceful retreat; a glorious 
_ reſurre&tion, and a happy portion in the 
eternal world. The new teſtament throws _ 
_ a light upon theſe promiſes, and gives us 
| brighter and fuller diſcoveries than Danzel 
had; that we thro' patience and comfort 
of the ſcriptures might have hope. Your 
end (18+ drawing nigh. Your daily Infir- 
mities 'remind you that it 1s very near. 
"When that comes, you will reſt. God 
will hide you from all pains, and cares, 
.and ſorrows in the grave, and conduct 
your ſeparate fpirits'to your father's houſe. 
-When:ſoul and body are: juſt parting, you 
-may chearfully fay, as the pious Mr. 
Matther Mead did in- that circumſtance, 
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854 The Aſfurance given to Daniel S. _ 


© I am going home, as every honeſt man 


ſhould, when his work 1s done: and ] 
bleſs Gop, I have a good home to. go to. 


To an eye of faith, it matters little what 
 - your lot here is; where you live; what 


your condition is; how you are treated 
by the world; or- where you die and are 
| buried. You. have a happy lot, on which 
you are jult entering; purchaſed by the 
— blood of Chriſt, and enſured by the 
- promiſe of that Gov who cannot lie. 
Live then upon theſe encouragements 
and when your afflictions and burdens 
increaſe, let this be your language ; ;- +:The 
Lord. is the portion of my. inheritance, 
and of. my cup; he maintaineth my ot. 
The lines are fallen to me in pleaſant 
- Places, and I have a goodly heritage.” + 


Let the believing proſpe&t of this aſſiſt 


you to bear the calamities of life with 
fortitude and chearfulnefs, and make you 
- willing to go and' poſſeſs your inheritance. 
Let your laſt days be ſpent in habitual 
thankfulneſs, for theſe conſolations and 
hopes. Gratefully own your obligations 
to Gor and the Redeemer, for the dil- 
Ne TOM CLLHls ag | CoVeries . 
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S. 14. of Reſt and future Glory. 355 


coveries of the goſpel, the operations of 
the ſpirit upon your hearts, 'and any good 


hope thro? grace which you enjoy. Thus 
live and die. as penitent believers, at the 


foot of the croſs; rejoicing in Chriſt 


| Jeſus, having no confidence in yourſelves, 
and looking for the mercy of your ador- 
able Redeemer, unto eternal lite. So the 
plous and zealous Mir, Fon Knox faid on 
his death bed, * Satan hath been now 
ſeeking to perſuade me, that my fidelity 
and labours in the miniſtry have merited 
Sf heaven. But blefſed be Gop, who brought 


to my mind thoſe two ſcriptures, * what 


haſt thou that thou haſt not receiyed ? 
and, * not I, but the grace of Gop with 
me.” Another pious miniſter in_the like 
circumſtances, being told by a friend, 
that he was going to receive his reward, 
anſwered, © Brother, I am going to receive 
mercy.'— Finally, pray earneſtly, that Gop 


would by his ſpirit, ſpeak to your hearts 


thoſe good and comfortable Words, which 


he ſpoke to aged Datel - "That he would 


witneſs with your ſpirits, that this is your 
lot, and give you ſome delizhttul fore- 
taſtes of the inheritance. 


I con- 


. 356 The Aſſurance given, &c. S. 14. 
-— TI. conclude, with expreſſing my beſt 
wiſhes and prayers for you, ia the words 
of the apoſtle, + © Now may the Gop of 
hbpe fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound 1n hope 
thro” the power of the Holy Gholt', 
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